
Weaverland Old Order l\Iennc)nite Confere11ce 
l 21 k rums town Rd l rcrstm\n l' :1. l 7( l(i 7 

12/3/2019 

The Honorable Dr. Joseph Heck, Chairman 

National Co mmission on Military, Nationa l, an d Public Service 

2530 Crystal Drive 

Suite 1000, Box #63 

Arlington VA 22202 

Dear Co mmissioners : 

On behalf of Weaverland Old Ord er Menno nite Confe rence, a hi sto ric peace churc h, we are wr it­

ing in response to your invitat ion for public comment. 

A brief history of Weaverland Old Order Men nonite Co nference. Our roots li e in the Anabaptist 

movement in Switzerland over 500 years ago. M ore recently, in 1893, the Weaverland Old Order 

Mennonite Co nference developed from a w ithdrawal of conservative minded leaders and laity 

from the Lancaste r Mennon ite Conference. In the present day, our Conference has membe rs and 

ch urches in various states, including Pennsylvania, Virginia, New York, Missouri, Wisconsin, Iowa 

and Kentucky. 

Our beliefs, based on the Bible, are that God clea rly intended and made provisions for two king­

doms, [KJV John 18:36] one kin gdom as ea rthly rulers and one kin gdom of Heaven, a spiritual God 

centered kingdom. The teachings of Jesus in t he New Testament of the Bible are clear that as citi ­

zens of this co un t ry, we are respo nsible to honor the government, be law abiding and upbuilding 

citizens [KJV p t Peter 2:13-17] . Jesus' teachings, as related to government matters, also clea rly in-



dicate that his followers are to be non-resist ant [KJV Matthew 5:38-48]. Non-resistance being not 

only opposed to bein g invo lved in the military but also to be practiced as a daily way of life. Be­

ca use of this we can not co nsc ientiously participate in t he mi litary or many government affa irs, we 

cannot consc ientio usly bring a lawsuit against ourfel low man. 

We believe, through the teachings of the Bible, that God understands the fa llen nature of man and 

has made provision through the governments of the ea rth to bear the sword, t o be the keepers of 

law and order lKJV Romans 13:1-7] . 

Within th is framewo rk of be liefs, we f ind that service does have inherent va lue. Its value li es in Je­

sus' teaching his fol lowers to daily serve him by se rving their fellowman [KJV Lu ke 6:27-36] . Ac­

cord ing to the Bible and ou r be liefs [KJV Romans 12:1-21], a life of se rvice is one area Christians 

wil l be judged by God as being worthy or unworthy of eternal life in Heave n [KJV Matthew 25:31-

46] . Would it benefit the peo ple of our country to focus on serv ice as defined by th e Bible? Abso­

lutely. Howeve r, this is a work for the churches and not for t he government. 

If we ca n be clear, our understanding of service is different than promoted by the government. 

Concerning the mi litary draft, our desire would be that wo men ca nnot be drafted. Whatever the 

result of the Commissio n's reco mmendat ions to Co ngress, we plea d that a mechanism wo uld be in 

place for those who are consc ient iously opposed to serv ice as defined by the government, to be 

able through proof of their beliefs to be exempt from sa id service. A current example would be the 

draft boards as administered by the Se lect ive Serv ice System. Cu rrently the Se lective Service Sys­

tem admi nisters an Alternative Se rvice Program. Through ou r mutua l understanding of this pro­

gram, Weaverland Co nferen ce ha s esta blished Weaverlan d Disaster Service, a program for our 

yo uth to serve in areas that have suffe red natural disasters, doing cleanup and rebuildi ng work. 

Th is organization was estab lished in 2005 to be an acceptable form of altern at ive se rvice . Our plea 

is that the Weaverland Disaster Serv ice wo uld cont inue t o be an acceptab le fo rm of altern at ive 

se rvice. 
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Another area of concern is the Interim Report's recommendation of service promoting curriculum 

for the schoo ls. We do not have a clear understanding of the Commission's recommendations 

concerning this matter. Whatever the outcome of this recommendation, we plead that ou r private 

schoo ls would be exempted from a requirement to implement serv ice promoting curriculum. 

We are gratefu l for the opportun ity to comment. We thank God that our earthly government has 

allowed us to practice ou r religious beliefs . May God continue to bless the government of th is 

country. 

Sincerely, 

Melv in Sau der, Representa tive for Weaverland Old Order Mennoni te Conference 

I . 

Elvin Martin, Representative for Weaverland Old Order Mennonite Conference 

· ?; t. '·. I -/ , 

James Burkholder, Representative for Weaverland Old Order Mennonite Conference 
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