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1 See References in Text note below. 

Reduction assistance provided during such 
fiscal year is fully accounted for and is used 
for its intended purpose. 

(5) A description of the defense and military 
activities carried out under section 3711(a)(6) 
of this title during the fiscal year preceding 
the submission of the report, including— 

(A) the amount of funds obligated or ex-
pended for such activities; 

(B) the strategy, goals, and objectives for 
which such funds were obligated and ex-
pended; 

(C) a description of the activities carried 
out, including the forms of assistance pro-
vided, and the justification for each form of 
assistance provided; 

(D) the success of each activity, including 
the goals and objectives achieved for each 
activity; 

(E) a description of participation by pri-
vate sector entities in the United States in 
carrying out such activities, and the partici-
pation of any other department or agency of 
the Federal Government in such activities; 
and 

(F) any other information that the Sec-
retary considers relevant to provide a com-
plete description of the operation and suc-
cess of activities carried out under the Pro-
gram. 

(Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XIII, § 1343, Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3605.) 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective Dec. 31, 2021, of provisions 

of this section requiring submittal of report to Con-

gress, see section 1061 of Pub. L. 114–328, set out as a 

note under section 111 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 3744. Metrics for Department of Defense Coop-
erative Threat Reduction Program 

The Secretary of Defense shall implement 
metrics to measure the impact and effectiveness 
of activities of the Program to address threats 
arising from the proliferation of chemical, nu-
clear, and biological weapons and weapons-relat-
ed materials, technologies, and expertise. 

(Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XIII, § 1344, Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3606.) 

SUBCHAPTER IV—TRANSITION PROVISIONS 

§ 3751. Transition provisions 

(a) Determinations relating to certain prolifera-
tion threat reduction projects and activities 

Any determination made before December 19, 
2014, under section 5963(a) 1 of title 22 shall be 
treated as a determination under section 3712(a) 
of this title. 

(b) Determinations relating to urgent threat re-
duction activities 

Any determination made before December 19, 
2014, under section 5965(b) 1 of title 22 shall be 
treated as a determination under section 3713(b) 
of this title. 

(c) Funds available for Cooperative Threat Re-
duction Program 

Funds made available for Cooperative Threat 
Reduction programs pursuant to the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 
(Public Law 112–239; 126 Stat. 1632) or the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2014 (Public Law 113–66; 127 Stat. 672) that 
remain available for obligation as of December 
19, 2014, shall be available for the Program. 

(Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XIII, § 1352, Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3607.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 5963 of title 22, referred to in subsec. (a), was 

repealed by Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XIII, § 1351(11), 

Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3607. 

Section 5965 of title 22, referred to in subsec. (b), was 

repealed by Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XIII, 

§ 1351(12)(B), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3607. 

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2013, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 112–239, 

Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1632. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2014, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 113–66, 

Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 672. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 
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CODIFICATION 

Title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, which is classified 

principally to this chapter, was formerly set out in the 

Appendix to this title, prior to the elimination of the 

Appendix to this title and the editorial reclassification 

of title I principally as this chapter. For disposition of 

sections of the former Appendix to this title, see Table 

II, set out preceding section 1 of this title. 

§ 3801. Short title; Congressional declaration of 
policy 

(a) This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Se-
lective Service Act’’. 
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(b) The Congress declares that an adequate 
armed strength must be achieved and main-
tained to insure the security of this Nation. 

(c) The Congress further declares that in a free 
society the obligations and privileges of serving 
in the armed forces and the reserve components 
thereof should be shared generally, in accord-
ance with a system of selection which is fair and 
just, and which is consistent with the mainte-
nance of an effective national economy. 

(d) The Congress further declares, in accord-
ance with our traditional military policy as ex-
pressed in the National Defense Act of 1916, as 
amended, that it is essential that the strength 
and organization of the National Guard, both 
Ground and Air, as an integral part of the first 
line defenses of this Nation, be at all times 
maintained and assured. 

To this end, it is the intent of the Congress 
that whenever Congress shall determine that 
units and organizations are needed for the na-
tional security in excess of those of the Regular 
components of the Ground Forces and the Air 
Forces, and those in active service under this 
chapter, the National Guard of the United 
States, both Ground and Air, or such part there-
of as may be necessary, together with such units 
of the Reserve components as are necessary for 
a balanced force, shall be ordered to active Fed-
eral service and continued therein so long as 
such necessity exists. 

(e) The Congress further declares that ade-
quate provision for national security requires 
maximum effort in the fields of scientific re-
search and development, and the fullest possible 
utilization of the Nation’s technological, sci-
entific, and other critical manpower resources. 

(f) The Congress further declares that the Se-
lective Service System should remain adminis-
tratively independent of any other agency, in-
cluding the Department of Defense. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 1, 62 Stat. 604; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(a), 65 Stat. 75; 
Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(1), June 30, 1967, 81 Stat. 100; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(1), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 348; Pub. L. 96–107, title VIII, § 812, Nov. 9, 
1979, 93 Stat. 816.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Military Selective Service Act, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604. Act 

was comprised of titles I and II, prior to repeal of title 

II by act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641. Title 

I of the Act is classified principally to this chapter. 

Title II of the Act was classified to the Articles of War 

set out in former Title 10, Army and Air Force, to sec-

tions 61, 61a, 62a, 65, and 652a of former Title 10, and to 

section 180 of former Title 14, Coast Guard, prior to re-

peal. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables. 

The National Defense Act of 1916, referred to in sub-

sec. (d), is act June 3, 1916, ch. 134, 39 Stat. 166, which 

was classified generally throughout former Title 10, 

Army and Air Force, prior to repeal by act Aug. 10, 

1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641, and reenactment as 

parts of Title 10, Armed Forces, and Title 32, National 

Guard. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (d), was in the 

original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally 

to this chapter. For complete classification of title I to 

the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 451 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1979—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–107 added subsec. (f). 

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–129 substituted ‘‘Military 

Selective Service Act’’ for ‘‘Military Selective Service 

Act of 1967’’. 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–40 substituted ‘‘Military 

Selective Service Act of 1967’’ for ‘‘Universal Military 

Training and Service Act’’. 

1951—Subsec. (a). Act June 19, 1951, substituted ‘‘Uni-

versal Military Training and Service Act’’ for ‘‘Selec-

tive Service Act of 1948’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1969 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 91–124, § 1, Nov. 26, 1969, 83 Stat. 220, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [see Tables for classification] may be 

cited as the ‘Selective Service Amendment Act of 

1969’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1955 AMENDMENT 

Act June 30, 1955, ch. 250, § 1, 69 Stat. 223, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [see Tables for classification] may be 

cited as the ‘1955 Amendments to the Universal Mili-

tary Training and Service Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1951 AMENDMENT 

Act June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 7, 65 Stat. 89, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This title [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘1951 Amendments to the Universal 

Military Training and Service Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1950 AMENDMENT 

Act Sept. 9, 1950, ch. 939, 64 Stat. 826, which amended 

section 3803 of this title, is popularly known as the 

‘‘Doctors Draft Act’’. 

Act June 30, 1950, ch. 445, § 4, 64 Stat. 319, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] may be 

cited as the ‘Selective Service Extension Act of 1950’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Act June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 5, 65 Stat. 88, pro-

vided that: ‘‘If any provisions of this Act [see Tables for 

classification] or the application thereof to any person 

or circumstances is held invalid, the validity of the re-

mainder of the Act and of the application of such provi-

sion to other persons and circumstances shall not be af-

fected thereby.’’ 

§ 3802. Registration 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chap-
ter it shall be the duty of every male citizen of 
the United States, and every other male person 
residing in the United States, who, on the day or 
days fixed for the first or any subsequent reg-
istration, is between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-six, to present himself for and submit to 
registration at such time or times and place or 
places, and in such manner, as shall be deter-
mined by proclamation of the President and by 
rules and regulations prescribed hereunder. The 
provisions of this section shall not be applicable 
to any alien lawfully admitted to the United 
States as a nonimmigrant under section 
1101(a)(15) of title 8, for so long as he continues 
to maintain a lawful nonimmigrant status in 
the United States. 

(b) Regulations prescribed pursuant to sub-
section (a) may require that persons presenting 
themselves for and submitting to registration 
under this section provide, as part of such reg-
istration, such identifying information (includ-
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ing date of birth, address, and social security ac-
count number) as such regulations may pre-
scribe. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 3, 62 Stat. 605; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(c), 65 Stat. 76; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(2), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 348; Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 916(a), Dec. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1129.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 

original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally 

to this chapter. For complete classification of title I to 

the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 453 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–86 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1971—Pub. L. 92–129 substituted ‘‘male person residing 

in the United States’’ for ‘‘male person now or here-

after in the United States’’ and inserted provision mak-

ing section inapplicable to aliens lawfully admitted to 

the United States as nonimmigrants under section 

1101(a)(15) of Title 8 for so long as they maintain lawful 

nonimmigrant status in the United States. 

1951—Act June 19, 1951, made all male persons now or 

hereafter in the United States subject to registration. 

PROC. NO. 4360. TERMINATION OF REGISTRATION 

PROCEDURES 

Proc. No. 4360, Mar. 29, 1975, 40 F.R. 14567, 89 Stat. 

1255, provided: 

Under authority vested in the President by the Mili-

tary Selective Service Act (62 Stat. 604), as amended 

[see References in Text note set out under section 3801 

of this title], procedures have been established for the 

registration of male citizens of the United States and 

of other male persons who are subject to registration 

under section 3 of said act, as amended (85 Stat. 348) [50 

U.S.C. 3802]. 

In order to evaluate an annual registration system, 

existing procedures are being terminated and will be 

replaced by new procedures which will provide for peri-

odic registration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President 

of the United States of America, by virtue of the au-

thority vested in me by the Constitution and the stat-

utes of the United States, including the Military Selec-

tive Service Act, as amended, do hereby revoke Procla-

mations No. 2799 of July 20, 1948, No. 2937 of August 16, 

1951, No. 2938 of August 16, 1951, No. 2942 of August 30, 

1951, No. 2972 of April 17, 1952, No. 3314 of September 14, 

1959, and No. 4101 of January 13, 1972; thereby terminat-

ing the present procedures for registration under the 

Military Selective Service Act, as amended. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this twenty-ninth day of March in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the one hun-

dred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

PROC. NO. 4771. REGISTRATION UNDER THE SELECTIVE 

SERVICE ACT 

Proc. No. 4771, July 2, 1980, 45 F.R. 45247, 94 Stat. 3775, 

as amended by Proc. No. 7275, Feb. 22, 2000, 65 F.R. 9199, 

provided: 

Section 3 of the Military Selective Service Act, as 

amended (50 U.S.C. App. 453) [now 50 U.S.C. 3802], pro-

vides that male citizens of the United States and other 

male persons residing in the United States who are be-

tween the ages of 18 and 26, except those exempted by 

Sections 3 and 6(a) of the Military Selective Service 

Act [50 U.S.C. 3802, 3806(a)], must present themselves 

for registration at such time or times and place or 

places, and in such manner as determined by the Presi-

dent. Section 6(k) [50 U.S.C. 3806(k)] provides that such 

exceptions shall not continue after the cause for the ex-

emption ceases to exist. 

The Congress of the United States has made available 

the funds (H.J. Res. 521, approved by me on June 27, 

1980 [Pub. L. 96–282, June 27, 1980, 93 Stat. 552]), which 

are needed to initiate this registration, beginning with 

those born on or after January 1, 1960. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of 

the United States of America, by the authority vested 

in me by the Military Selective Service Act, as amend-

ed (50 U.S.C. App. 451 et seq.) [now 50 U.S.C. 3801 et 

seq.], do hereby proclaim as follows: 

1–1. PERSONS TO BE REGISTERED AND DAYS OF 

REGISTRATION 

1–101. Male citizens of the United States and other 

males residing in the United States, unless exempted 

by the Military Selective Service Act, as amended, who 

were born on or after January 1, 1960, and who have at-

tained their eighteenth birthday, shall present them-

selves for registration in the manner and at the time 

and places as hereinafter provided. 

1–102. Persons born in calendar year 1960 shall present 

themselves for registration on any of the six days be-

ginning Monday, July 21, 1980. 

1–103. Persons born in calendar year 1961 shall present 

themselves for registration on any of the six days be-

ginning Monday, July 28, 1980. 

1–104. Persons born in calendar year 1962 shall present 

themselves for registration on any of the six days be-

ginning Monday, January 5, 1981. 

1–105. Persons born on or after January 1, 1963, shall 

present themselves for registration on the day they at-

tain the 18th anniversary of their birth or on any day 

within the period of 60 days beginning 30 days before 

such date; however, in no event shall such persons 

present themselves for registration prior to January 5, 

1981. 

1–106. Aliens who would be required to present them-

selves for registration pursuant to Sections 1–101 to 

1–105, but who are in processing centers on the dates 

fixed for registration, shall present themselves for reg-

istration within 30 days after their release from such 

centers. 

1–107. Aliens and noncitizen nationals of the United 

States who reside in the United States, but who are ab-

sent from the United States on the days fixed for their 

registration, shall present themselves for registration 

within 30 days after their return to the United States. 

1–108. Aliens and noncitizen nationals of the United 

States who, on or after July 1, 1980, come into and re-

side in the United States shall present themselves for 

registration in accordance with Sections 1–101 to 1–105 

or within 30 days after coming into the United States, 

whichever is later. 

1–109. Persons who would have been required to 

present themselves for registration pursuant to Sec-

tions 1–101 to 1–108 but for an exemption pursuant to 

Section 3 or 6(a) of the Military Selective Service Act, 

as amended [50 U.S.C. 3802, 3806(a)], or but for some con-

dition beyond their control such as hospitalization or 

incarceration, shall present themselves for registration 

within 30 days after the cause for their exempt status 

ceases to exist or within 30 days after the termination 

of the condition which was beyond their control. 

1–2. PLACES AND TIMES FOR REGISTRATION 

1–201. Persons who are required to be registered and 

who are in the United States shall register at the 

places and by the means designated by the Director of 

Selective Service. These places and means may include 

but are not limited to any classified United States Post 

Office, the Selective Service Internet web site, tele-
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phonic registration, registration on approved Govern-

ment forms, registration through high school and col-

lege registrars, and the Selective Service reminder 

mailback card. 

1–202. Citizens of the United States who are required 

to be registered and who are not in the United States, 

shall register via any of the places and methods author-

ized by the Director of Selective Service pursuant to 

paragraph 1–201 or present themselves at a United 

States Embassy or Consulate for registration before a 

diplomatic or consular officer of the United States or 

before a registrar duly appointed by a diplomatic or 

consular officer of the United States. 

1–203. The hours for registration in United States 

Post Offices shall be the business hours during the days 

of operation of the particular United States Post Of-

fice. The hours for registration in United States Em-

bassies and Consulates shall be those prescribed by the 

United States Embassies and Consulates. 

1–3. MANNER OF REGISTRATION 

1–301. Persons who are required to be registered shall 

comply with the registration procedures and other 

rules and regulations prescribed by the Director of Se-

lective Service. 

1–302. When reporting for registration each person 

shall present for inspection reasonable evidence of his 

identity. After registration, each person shall keep the 

Selective Service System informed of his current ad-

dress. 

Having proclaimed these requirements for registra-

tion, I urge everyone, including employers in the pri-

vate and public sectors, to cooperate with and assist 

those persons who are required to be registered in order 

to ensure a timely and complete registration. Also, I 

direct the heads of Executive agencies, when requested 

by the Director of Selective Service and to the extent 

permitted by law, to cooperate and assist in carrying 

out the purposes of this Proclamation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this second day of July, in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty, and of the Independence 

of the United States of America the two hundred and 

fourth. 

JIMMY CARTER. 

§ 3803. Persons liable for training and service 

(a) Age limits; training in National Security 
Training Corps; physical and mental fitness; 
adequate training facilities; assignment to 
stations and units; training period; medical 
specialist categories 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 
every person required to register pursuant to 
section 3802 of this chapter who is between the 
ages of eighteen years and six months and twen-
ty-six years, at the time fixed for his registra-
tion, or who attains the age of eighteen years 
and six months after having been required to 
register pursuant to section 3802 of this title, or 
who is otherwise liable as provided in section 
3806(h) of this title, shall be liable for training 
and service in the Armed Forces of the United 
States: Provided, That each registrant shall be 
immediately liable for classification and exam-
ination, and shall, as soon as practicable follow-
ing his registration, be so classified and exam-
ined, both physically and mentally, in order to 
determine his availability for induction for 
training and service in the Armed Forces: Pro-

vided further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, any registrant who has failed 
or refused to report for induction shall continue 
to remain liable for induction and when avail-
able shall be immediately inducted. The Presi-

dent is authorized, from time to time, whether 
or not a state of war exists, to select and induct 
into the Armed Forces of the United States for 
training and service in the manner provided in 
this chapter (including but not limited to selec-
tion and induction by age group or age groups) 
such number of persons as may be required to 
provide and maintain the strength of the Armed 
Forces. 

At such time as the period of active service in 
the Armed Forces required under this chapter of 
persons who have not attained the nineteenth 
anniversary of the day of their birth has been re-
duced or eliminated pursuant to the provisions 
of subsection (k), and except as otherwise pro-
vided in this chapter, every person who is re-
quired to register under this chapter and who 
has not attained the nineteenth anniversary of 
the day of his birth on the date such period of 
active service is reduced or eliminated or who is 
otherwise liable as provided in section 3806(h) of 
this title, shall be liable for training in the Na-
tional Security Training Corps: Provided, That 
persons deferred under the provisions of section 
3806 of this title shall not be relieved from liabil-
ity for induction into the National Security 
Training Corps solely by reason of having ex-
ceeded the age of nineteen years during the pe-
riod of such deferment. The President is author-
ized, from time to time, whether or not a state 
of war exists, to select and induct for training in 
the National Security Training Corps as herein-
after provided such number of persons as may be 
required to further the purposes of this chapter. 

No person shall be inducted into the Armed 
Forces for training and service or shall be in-
ducted for training in the National Security 
Training Corps under this chapter until his ac-
ceptability in all respects, including his physical 
and mental fitness, has been satisfactorily de-
termined under standards prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense: Provided, That the minimum 
standards for physical acceptability established 
pursuant to this subsection shall not be higher 
than those applied to persons inducted between 
the ages of 18 and 26 in January 1945: Provided 

further, That the passing requirement for the 
Armed Forces Qualification Test shall be fixed 
at a percentile score of 10 points: And provided 

further, That except in time of war or national 
emergency declared by the Congress the stand-
ards and requirements fixed by the preceding 
two provisos may be modified by the President 
under such rules and regulations as he may pre-
scribe. 

No persons shall be inducted for such training 
and service until adequate provision shall have 
been made for such shelter, sanitary facilities, 
water supplies, heating and lighting arrange-
ments, medical care, and hospital accommoda-
tions for such persons as may be determined by 
the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to be essential to the public 
and personal health. 

The persons inducted into the Armed Forces 
for training and service under this chapter shall 
be assigned to stations or units of such forces. 
Persons inducted into the land forces of the 
United States pursuant to this chapter shall be 
deemed to be members of the Army of the 
United States; persons inducted into the naval 
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forces of the United States pursuant to this 
chapter shall be deemed to be members of the 
United States Navy or the United States Marine 
Corps or the United States Coast Guard, as ap-
propriate; and persons inducted into the air 
forces of the United States pursuant to this 
chapter shall be deemed to be members of the 
Air Force of the United States. 

Every person inducted into the Armed Forces 
pursuant to the authority of this subsection 
after June 19, 1951, shall, following his induc-
tion, be given full and adequate military train-
ing for service in the armed force into which he 
is inducted for a period of not less than twelve 
weeks, and no such person shall, during this 
twelve weeks period, be assigned for duty at any 
installation located on land outside the United 
States, its Territories and possessions (including 
the Canal Zone): Provided, That no funds appro-
priated by the Congress shall be used for the 
purpose of transporting or maintaining in viola-
tion of the provisions of this paragraph any per-
son inducted into, or enlisted, appointed, or or-
dered to active duty in, the Armed Forces under 
the provisions of this chapter. 

No person, without his consent, shall be in-
ducted for training and service in the Armed 
Forces or for training in the National Security 
Training Corps under this chapter, except as 
otherwise provided herein, after he has attained 
the twenty-sixth anniversary of the day of his 
birth. 

(b) Length of service; release of individuals ac-
cepted into Army National Guard, Air Na-
tional Guard, and other Reserve components 

Each person inducted into the Armed Forces 
under the provisions of subsection (a) of this 
section shall serve on active training and serv-
ice for a period of twenty-four consecutive 
months, unless sooner released, transferred, or 
discharged in accordance with procedures pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense (or the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security with respect to the 
United States Coast Guard) or as otherwise pre-
scribed by subsection (d). The Secretaries of the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force, with the approval of 
the Secretary of Defense (and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security with respect to the United 
States Coast Guard), may provide, by regula-
tions which shall be as nearly uniform as prac-
ticable, for the release from training and service 
in the armed forces prior to serving the periods 
required by this subsection of individuals who 
volunteered for and are accepted into organized 
units of the Army National Guard and Air Na-
tional Guard and other reserve components. 

(c) Opportunity to enlist in Regular Army; vol-
untary induction; volunteers under 18 years 
old 

(1) Under the provisions of applicable laws and 
regulations any person between the ages of 
eighteen years and six months and twenty-six 
years shall be offered an opportunity to enlist in 
the regular army for a period of service equal to 
that prescribed in subsection (b) of this section: 
Provided, That, notwithstanding the provisions 
of this or any other Act, any person so enlisting 
shall not have his enlistment extended without 
his consent until after a declaration of war or 
national emergency by the Congress after June 
19, 1951. 

(2) Any enlisted member of any reserve compo-
nent of the Armed Forces may, during the effec-
tive period of this Act, apply for a period of 
service equal to that prescribed in subsection (b) 
of this section and his application shall be ac-
cepted: Provided, That his services can be effec-
tively utilized and that his physical and mental 
fitness for such service meet the standards pre-
scribed by the head of the department con-
cerned: Provided further, That active service per-
formed pursuant to this section shall not preju-
dice his status as such member of such reserve 
component: And provided further, That any per-
son who was a member of a reserve component 
on June 25, 1950, and who thereafter continued 
to serve satisfactorily in such reserve compo-
nent, shall, if his application for active duty 
made pursuant to this paragraph is denied, be 
deferred from induction under this chapter until 
such time as he is ordered to active duty or 
ceases to serve satisfactorily in such reserve 
component. 

(3) Within the limits of the quota determined 
under section 3805(b) of this title for the subdivi-
sion in which he resides, any person, between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-six, shall be af-
forded an opportunity to volunteer for induction 
into the Armed Forces of the United States for 
the training and service prescribed in subsection 
(b), but no person who so volunteers shall be in-
ducted for such training and service so long as 
he is deferred after classification. 

(4) Within the limits of the quota determined 
under section 3805(b) of this title for the subdivi-
sion in which he resides, any person after attain-
ing the age of seventeen shall with the written 
consent of his parents or guardian be afforded an 
opportunity to volunteer for induction into the 
Armed Forces of the United States for the train-
ing and service prescribed in subsection (b). 

(5) Within the limits of the quota determined 
under section 3805(b) of this title for the subdivi-
sion in which he resides, at such time as induc-
tion into the National Security Training Corps 
is authorized pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, any person after attaining the age of 
seventeen shall with the written consent of his 
parents or guardian be afforded an opportunity 
to volunteer for induction into the National Se-
curity Training Corps for the training pre-
scribed in subsection (k). 

(d) Transfer to Reserve component; period of 
service 

(1) Each person who hereafter and prior to 
June 19, 1951, is inducted, enlisted, or appointed 
and serves for a period of less than three years 
in one of the armed forces and meets the quali-
fications for enlistment or appointment in a re-
serve component of the armed force in which he 
serves, shall be transferred to a reserve compo-
nent of such armed force, and until the expira-
tion of a period of five years after such transfer, 
or until he is discharged from such reserve com-
ponent, whichever occurs first, shall be deemed 
to be a member of such reserve component and 
shall be subject to such additional training and 
service as may now or hereafter be prescribed by 
law for such reserve component: Provided, That 
any such person who completes at least twenty- 
one months of service in the armed forces and 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

who thereafter serves satisfactorily (1) on active 
duty in the armed forces under a voluntary ex-
tension for a period of at least one year, which 
extension is authorized, or (2) in an organized 
unit of any reserve component of any of the 
armed forces for a period of at least thirty-six 
consecutive months, shall, except in time of war 
or national emergency declared by the Congress, 
be relieved from any further liability under this 
subsection to serve in any reserve component of 
the armed forces of the United States, but noth-
ing in this subsection shall be construed to pre-
vent any such person, while in a reserve compo-
nent of such forces, from being ordered or called 
to active duty in such forces. 

(2) Each person who hereafter and prior to 
June 19, 1951, is enlisted under the provisions of 
subsection (g) 1 of this section and who meets 
the qualifications for enlistment or appointment 
in a reserve component of the armed forces 
shall, upon discharge from such enlistment 
under honorable conditions, be transferred to a 
reserve component of the armed forces of the 
United States and shall serve therein for a pe-
riod of six years or until sooner discharged. 
Each such person shall, so long as he is a mem-
ber of such reserve component, be liable to be 
ordered to active duty, but except in time of war 
or national emergency declared by the Congress 
no such person shall be ordered to active duty, 
without his consent and except as hereinafter 
provided, for more than one month in any year. 
In case the Secretary of the Army, the Sec-
retary of the Navy, or the Secretary of the Air 
Force determines that enlistment, enrollment, 
or appointment in, or assignment to, an orga-
nized unit of a reserve component or an officers’ 
training program of the armed force in which he 
served is available to, and can without undue 
hardship be filled by, any such person, it shall 
be the duty of such person to enlist, enroll, or 
accept appointment in, or accept assignment to, 
such organized unit or officers’ training pro-
gram and to serve satisfactorily therein for a pe-
riod of four years. Any such person who fails or 
refuses to perform such duty may be ordered to 
active duty, without his consent, for an addi-
tional period of not more than twelve consecu-
tive months. Any such person who enlists or ac-
cepts appointment in any such organized unit 
and serves satisfactorily therein for a period of 
four years shall, except in time of war or na-
tional emergency declared by the Congress, be 
relieved from any further liability under this 
subsection to serve in any reserve component of 
the armed forces of the United States, but noth-
ing in this subsection shall be construed to pre-
vent any such person, while in a reserve compo-
nent of such forces, from being ordered or called 
to active duty in such forces. The Secretary of 
Defense is authorized to prescribe regulations 
governing the transfer of such persons within 
and between reserve components of the armed 
forces and determining, for the purpose of the 
requirements of the foregoing provisions of this 
paragraph, the credit to be allowed any person 
so transferring for his previous service in one or 
more reserve components. 

(3) Each person who, subsequent to June 19, 
1951, and on or before August 9, 1955, is inducted, 

enlisted, or appointed, under any provision of 
law, in the Armed Forces, including the reserve 
components thereof, or in the National Security 
Training Corps prior to attaining the twenty- 
sixth anniversary of his birth, shall be required 
to serve on active training and service in the 
Armed Forces or in training in the National Se-
curity Training Corps, and in a reserve compo-
nent, for a total period of eight years, unless 
sooner discharged on grounds of personal hard-
ship, in accordance with regulations and stand-
ards prescribed by the Secretary of Defense (or 
the Secretary of Transportation with respect to 
the United States Coast Guard). Each such per-
son, on release from active training and service 
in the Armed Forces or from training in the Na-
tional Security Training Corps, shall, if phys-
ically and mentally qualified, be transferred to 
a reserve component of the Armed Forces, and 
shall serve therein for the remainder of the pe-
riod which he is required to serve under this 
paragraph and shall be deemed to be a member 
of the reserve component during that period. If 
the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of the 
Navy, or the Secretary of the Air Force, or the 
Secretary of Transportation with respect to the 
United States Coast Guard, determines that en-
listment, enrollment, or appointment in, or as-
signment to, an organized unit of a reserve com-
ponent or an officers’ training program of the 
armed force in which he served is available to, 
and can, without undue personal hardship, be 
filled by such a person, that person shall enlist, 
enroll, or accept appointment in, or accept as-
signment to, the organized unit or officers’ 
training program, and serve satisfactorily there-
in. 

(e) Pay and allowances 

With respect to the persons inducted for train-
ing and service under this chapter there shall be 
paid, allowed, and extended the same pay, allow-
ances, pensions, disability and death compensa-
tion, and other benefits as are provided by law 
in the case of other enlisted men of like grades 
and length of service of that component of the 
armed forces to which they are assigned. Sec-
tion 3 of the Act of July 25, 1947 (Public Law 239, 
Eightieth Congress), is amended by deleting 
therefrom the following: ‘‘Act of March 7, 1942 
(56 Stat. 143 to 148, ch. 166), as amended’’. The 
Act of March 7, 1942 (56 Stat. 143 to 148), as 
amended, is made applicable to persons inducted 
into the armed forces pursuant to this chapter. 

(f) Additional compensation from civilian 
sources 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any person who is inducted into the armed 
forces under this Act and who, before being in-
ducted, was receiving compensation from any 
person may, while serving under that induction, 
receive compensation from that person. 

(g) Occupational deferment recommendations by 
National Security Council 

The National Security Council shall periodi-
cally advise the Director of the Selective Serv-
ice System and coordinate with him the work of 
such State and local volunteer advisory commit-
tees which the Director of Selective Service may 
establish, with respect to the identification, se-
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lection, and deferment of needed professional 
and scientific personnel and those engaged in, 
and preparing for, critical skills and other es-
sential occupations. In the performance of its 
duties under this subsection the National Secu-
rity Council shall consider the needs of both the 
Armed Forces and the civilian segment of the 
population. 

(h) Repealed. June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(h), 
65 Stat. 80 

(i), (j) Omitted 

(k) Reduction of periods of service; establish-
ment of National Security Training Corps; 
composition; service; pay 

(1) Upon a finding by him that such action is 
justified by the strength of the Armed Forces in 
the light of international conditions, the Presi-
dent, upon recommendation of the Secretary of 
Defense, is authorized, by Executive order, 
which shall be uniform in its application to all 
persons inducted under this chapter but which 
may vary as to age groups, to provide for (A) de-
creasing periods of service under this chapter 
but in no case to a lesser period of time than can 
be economically utilized, or (B) eliminating pe-
riods of service required under this chapter. 

(2) Whenever the Congress shall by concurrent 
resolution declare— 

(A) that the period of active service required 
of any age group or groups of persons inducted 
under this chapter should be decreased to any 
period less than twenty-four months which 
may be designated in such resolution; or 

(B) that the period of active service required 
of any age group or groups of persons inducted 
under this chapter should be eliminated, 

the period of active service in the Armed Forces 
of the age group or groups designated in any 
such resolution shall be so decreased or elimi-
nated, as the case may be. Whenever the period 
of active service required under this chapter of 
persons who have not attained the nineteenth 
anniversary of the day of their birth has been re-
duced or eliminated by the President or as a re-
sult of the adoption of a concurrent resolution 
of the Congress in accordance with the foregoing 
provisions of this section, all individuals then or 
thereafter liable for registration under this 
chapter who on that date have not attained the 
nineteenth anniversary of the day of their birth 
and have not been inducted into the Armed 
Forces shall be liable, effective on such date, for 
induction into the National Security Training 
Corps as hereinafter established for initial mili-
tary training for a period of six months. 

(3), (4) Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 656. 

(5) The Commission shall, subject to the direc-
tion of the President, exercise general super-
vision over the training of the National Security 
Training Corps, which training shall be basic 
military training. The Commission shall estab-
lish such policies and standards with respect to 
the conduct of the training of members of the 
National Security Training Corps as are nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of this Act. The 
Commission shall make adequate provisions for 
the moral and spiritual welfare of members of 

the National Security Training Corps. The Sec-
retary of Defense shall designate the military 
departments to carry out such training. Each 
military department so designated shall carry 
out such military training in accordance with 
the policies and standards of the Commission. 
The military department or departments so des-
ignated to carry out such military training 
shall, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
Defense, and subject to the policies and stand-
ards established by the Commission, determine 
the type or types of basic military training to be 
given to members of the National Security 
Training Corps. 

(6) Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 656. 

(7) Not later than four months following con-
firmation of the members of the Commission, 
the Commission shall submit to the Congress 
legislative recommendations which shall in-
clude, but not be limited to— 

(A) a broad outline for a program deemed by 
the Commission and approved by the Sec-
retary of Defense to be appropriate to assure 
that the training carried out under the provi-
sions of this Act shall be of a military nature, 
but nothing contained in this paragraph shall 
be construed to grant to the Commission the 
authority to prescribe the basic type or types 
of military training to be given members of 
the National Security Training Corps; 

(B) measures for the personal safety, health, 
welfare and morals of members of the National 
Security Training Corps; 

(C) a code of conduct, together with pen-
alties for violation thereof; 

(D) measures deemed necessary to imple-
ment the policies and standards established 
under the provisions of paragraph (5) of this 
subsection; and 

(E) disability and death benefits and other 
benefits, and the obligations, duties, liabilities 
and responsibilities, to be granted to or im-
posed upon members of the National Security 
Training Corps. 

All legislative recommendations submitted 
under this paragraph shall be referred to the 
Committees on Armed Services of the two 
Houses, and each of such committees shall, not 
later than the expiration of the first period of 45 
calendar days of continuous sessions of the Con-
gress, following the date on which the recom-
mendations provided for in this paragraph are 
transmitted to the Congress, report thereon to 
its House: Provided, That any bill or resolution 
reported with respect to such recommendations 
shall be privileged and may be called up by any 
member of either House but shall be subject to 
amendment as if it were not so privileged. 

(8) No person shall be inducted into the Na-
tional Security Training Corps until after— 

(A) a code of conduct, together with pen-
alties for violation thereof, and measures pro-
viding for disability and death benefits have 
been enacted into law; and 

(B) such other legislative recommendations 
as are provided for in paragraph (7) shall have 
been considered and such recommendations or 
any portion thereof shall have been enacted 
with or without amendments into law; and 

(C) the period of service required under this 
chapter of persons who have not attained the 
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nineteenth anniversary of the day of their 
birth has been reduced or eliminated by the 
President or as a result of the adoption of a 
concurrent resolution of the Congress in ac-
cordance with paragraph (2) of this subsection. 

(9) Six months following the commencement 
of induction of persons into the National Secu-
rity Training Corps, and semiannually there-
after, the Commission shall submit to the Con-
gress a comprehensive report describing in de-
tail the operation of the National Security 
Training Corps, including the number of persons 
inducted therein, a list of camps and stations at 
which training is being conducted, a report on 
the number of deaths and injuries occurring dur-
ing such training and the causes thereof, an esti-
mate of the performance of the persons inducted 
therein, including an analysis of the disciplinary 
problems encountered during the preceding six 
months, the number of civilian employees of the 
Commission and the administrative costs of the 
Commission. Simultaneously, there shall be sub-
mitted to the Congress by the Secretary of De-
fense a report setting forth an estimate of the 
value of the training conducted during the pre-
ceding six months, the cost of the training pro-
gram chargeable to the appropriations made to 
the Department of Defense, and the number of 
personnel of the Armed Forces directly engaged 
in the conduct of such training. 

(10) Each person inducted into the National 
Security Training Corps shall be compensated at 
the monthly rate of $30: Provided, however, That 
each such person, having a dependent or depend-
ents shall be entitled to receive a dependency al-
lowance equal to the basic allowance for housing 
provided for persons in pay grade E–1 under sec-
tion 403 of title 37 plus $40 so long as such person 
has in effect an allotment equal to the amount 
of such dependency allowance for the support of 
the dependent or dependents on whose account 
the allowance is claimed. 

(11) No person inducted into the National Se-
curity Training Corps shall be assigned for 
training at an installation located on land out-
side the continental United States, except that 
residents of Territories and possessions of the 
United States may be trained in the Territory or 
possession from which they were inducted. 

(l) Terminated 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 4, 62 Stat. 605; 
Sept. 9, 1950, ch. 939, § 1, 64 Stat. 826; Sept. 27, 
1950, ch. 1059, §§ 1(1)–(5), 3(a), 64 Stat. 1073; June 
19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(d)–(j), 65 Stat. 76; July 
9, 1952, ch. 608, pt. VIII, § 813, 66 Stat. 509; June 
29, 1953, ch. 158, §§ 1, 2, 6, 67 Stat. 86, 89; June 30, 
1955, ch. 250, title II, § 202, 69 Stat. 224; Aug. 9, 
1955, ch. 665, § 3(a), 69 Stat. 602; Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 
1041, §§ 22(a)–(c), 53, 70A Stat. 630, 641; Pub. L. 
85–62, §§ 1–3, June 27, 1957, 71 Stat. 206, 207; Pub. 
L. 85–564, July 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 424; Pub. L. 
85–861, §§ 9, 36A, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1556, 1569; 
Pub. L. 87–651, title III, § 301, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 
Stat. 524; Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 
Stat. 656; Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(2), June 30, 1967, 81 
Stat. 100; Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(3)–(7), 
Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 348, 349; Pub. L. 94–106, 
title VIII, § 802(c), Oct. 7, 1975, 89 Stat. 537; Pub. 
L. 105–85, div. A, title VI, § 603(d)(5), Nov. 18, 1997, 
111 Stat. 1783; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, 
§ 1704(e)(11)(A), (B), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2315.) 

TERMINATION OF INDUCTION FOR TRAINING AND 
SERVICE 

For provisions relating to termination of in-

duction for training and service in the Armed 

Forces after July 1, 1973, see section 3815(c) of 

this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (c)(1), (2), (f), and 

(k)(5), (7)(A), is act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, 

known as the Military Selective Service Act. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ref-

erences in Text note set out under section 3801 of this 

title and Tables. 

The effective period of this Act, referred to in subsec. 

(c)(2), is set out in section 3815 of this title. 

Subsection (g) of this section, referred to in subsec. 

(d)(2), means subsection (g) prior to repeal by act June 

19, 1951, § 1(h). See 1951 Amendment note below. 

Section 3 of the Act of July 25, 1947 (Public Law 239, 

Eightieth Congress), referred to in subsec. (e), is sec-

tion 3 of act July 25, 1947, ch. 327, 61 Stat. 451, which is 

not classified to the Code. 

Act of March 7, 1942 (56 Stat. 143 to 148), as amended, 

referred to in subsec. (e), popularly known as the Miss-

ing Persons Act, was classified to sections 1001 to 1018 

of the former Appendix to this title, prior to repeal by 

Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, § 8(a), 80 Stat. 632, and reen-

actment as subchapter VII (§ 5561 et seq.) of chapter 55 

of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, 

and chapter 10 (§ 551 et seq.) of Title 37, Pay and Allow-

ances of the Uniformed Services. 

The Commission, referred to in subsec. (k)(5), means 

the National Security Training Commission, which ex-

pired June 30, 1957, pursuant to letter of the President 

on Mar. 25, 1957, following the Commission’s own rec-

ommendation for its termination. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 454 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 

Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’ wherever 

appearing. 

1997—Subsec. (k)(10). Pub. L. 105–85 substituted ‘‘shall 

be entitled to receive a dependency allowance equal to 

the basic allowance for housing provided for persons in 

pay grade E–1 under section 403 of title 37’’ for ‘‘as such 

terms are defined in the Career Compensation Act of 

1949, shall be entitled to receive a dependency allow-

ance equal to the sum of the basic allowance for quar-

ters provided for persons in pay grade E–1 by section 

302(f) of the Career Compensation Act of 1949 as amend-

ed by section 3 of the Dependents’ Assistance Act of 

1950 as may be extended or amended’’. 

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–106 in paragraph relating 

to military training for persons inducted after June 19, 

1951, for service in the armed force into which they 

were inducted, substituted twelve weeks for four 

months in two places. 

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(3), (4), struck 

out provisions which had given special coverage for 

male aliens and substituted ‘‘Secretary of Transpor-

tation’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the Treasury’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(5), substituted 

‘‘Secretary of Transportation’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the 

Treasury’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(6), struck out 

‘‘(except a person enlisted under subsection (g) of this 

section)’’ after ‘‘inducted, enlisted, or appointed’’. 
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Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(7), substituted 

‘‘Secretary of Transportation’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the 

Treasury’’. 
1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(2)(a), inserted pro-

viso that registrants failing or refusing to report for in-

duction continue to remain liable for induction and to 

be immediately inducted when available. 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(2)(b), added subsec. (g). 
1966—Subsec. (k)(3), (4), (6). Pub. L. 89–554 repealed 

pars. (3), (4) and (6) which established the National Se-

curity Training Commission, provided for its composi-

tion, tenure, pay and duties, and authorized appoint-

ment and pay of employees. 
1962—Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 87–651 amended par. (3) 

generally, striking out provisions which required each 

person inducted into the National Security Training 

Corps to serve in the Armed Forces or the National Se-

curity Training Corps for a total of eight years, unless 

sooner discharged because of personal hardship, and re-

quiring each person covered by this subsection who is 

not a reserve, and who is qualified, upon his release 

from training, to be transferred to a reserve component 

to complete the service required by this subsection. 
1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–564 inserted, at end of 

third par., proviso authorizing President to modify 

standards fixed by preceding two provisos, except in 

war or national emergency. 
Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 85–861 repealed provisions that 

required persons inducted, enlisted, or appointed, in the 

Armed Forces to serve on active training and service in 

the Armed Forces and in a reserve component for a 

total of six years, and inserted provisions requiring 

transfer to reserve components of persons released 

from active training and service in the Armed Forces 

or from training in the National Security Training 

Corps and authorizing enlistment, enrollment, or ap-

pointment in, or assignment to, an organized unit of a 

reserve component or an officers’ training program of 

the armed force in which a person served. See section 

651 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 
1957—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 1, 9, temporarily in-

serted next to last paragraph providing that no medi-

cal, dental, or allied specialist shall be inducted if he 

applies or applied for appointment as a Reserve officer 

in one of such categories and is rejected on the sole 

ground of physical disqualification. See Effective and 

Termination Dates of 1957 Amendment note below. 
Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 3, 9, temporarily struck 

out ‘‘as referred to in subsection (i)’’ after ‘‘categories 

of persons’’ at end of first sentence, and substituted 

‘‘thirty-fifth’’ for ‘‘fifty-first’’ in last sentence of sec-

ond par. See Effective and Termination Dates of 1957 

Amendment note below. 
Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 2, 9, temporarily added 

subsec. (l). See Effective and Termination Dates of 1957 

Amendment note below. 
1956—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 10, 1956, § 53, repealed pro-

visions prohibiting assignment to duty outside the 

United States until the member of the Armed Forces 

has had the equivalent of four months of basic training, 

and relating to communications with Members of Con-

gress. See sections 671 and 1034 of Title 10, Armed 

Forces. 
Subsec. (b). Act Aug. 10, 1956, § 22(a), authorized Sec-

retaries of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Treasury, to 

provide by regulations for release from training and 

service in the Armed Forces of those individuals who 

are accepted into organized units of the Army National 

Guard and Air National Guard and other reserve com-

ponents. 
Subsec. (d)(3). Act Aug. 10, 1956, § 22(b), purportedly 

repealed par. (3) and amended it to provide that ‘‘Each 

person who is inducted into the National Security 

Training Corps shall serve in the armed forces or the 

National Security Training Corps for a total of eight 

years, unless he is sooner discharged because of per-

sonal hardship under regulations prescribed by the Sec-

retary of Defense. Each person covered by this sub-

section who is not a Reserve, and who is qualified, 

shall, upon his release from training, be transferred to 

a reserve component of an armed force to complete the 

service required by this subsection.’’ See 1958 and 1962 

Amendment notes above. 
Subsec. (f). Act Aug. 10, 1956, § 53, purportedly re-

pealed subsec. (f). However, section 22(c) of the act 

amended subsection to clarify authority to receive 

compensation. 
1955—Subsec. (d)(3). Act Aug. 9, 1955, provided for a 

six-year term of duty for persons who are inducted, en-

listed, or appointed after Aug. 9, 1955. 
Subsec. (i)(1). Act June 30, 1955, exempted from serv-

ice persons who attained their thirty-fifth anniversary 

of their date of birth and who were rejected for service 

on the ground of physical disqualification, and to re-

duce maximum age of liability of induction from 51 to 

46 years of age. 
1953—Subsec. (i)(2). Act June 29, 1953, § 6, in cl. 

‘‘First’’ struck out ‘‘subsequent to the completion of or 

release from the program or course of instruction’’ 

after ‘‘Public Health Service’’; and, in cl. ‘‘Second’’, 

substituted ‘‘seventeen months’’ for ‘‘twenty-one 

months’’, and struck out ‘‘subsequent to the comple-

tion of or release from the program or course of in-

struction’’ after ‘‘Public Health Service’’. 
Subsec. (i)(4) to (7). Act June 29, 1953, § 1, added pars. 

(4) to (7). 
Subsec. (j). Act June 29, 1953, § 2, added third par. 
1952—Subsec. (d)(3). Act July 9, 1952, substituted ‘‘ap-

pointed under any provision of law, in the Armed 

Forces, including the reserve components thereof,’’ for 

‘‘appointed in the Armed Forces’’. 
1951—Subsec. (a). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(d), lowered age 

limit from 19 years to 181⁄2, provided for training in Na-

tional Security Training Corps, lowered physical and 

mental standards, provided for a basic training period, 

and allowed communication with Members of Congress. 
Subsec. (b). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(e), increased length 

of service from 21 to 24 months. 
Subsec. (c). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(f), struck out short- 

term Army enlistment period and the General Classi-

fication Test, and established age for voluntary induc-

tion. 
Subsec. (d). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(g), inserted ‘‘and 

prior to June 19, 1951,’’ after ‘‘hereafter’’ in pars. (1) and 

(2), and added par. (3). 
Subsec. (e). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(i), inserted ‘‘6g’’ 

after ‘‘sections’’ in par. (1), and extended period of serv-

ice from 21 to 24 months. 
Subsec. (g). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(h), repealed subsec. 

(g), which authorized and directed the Secretaries of 

the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force to accept enlist-

ments for periods of one year in the respective forces 

from among qualified male persons between the ages of 

eighteen and nineteen, subject to the authorized one- 

year enlistee active duty personnel strengths estab-

lished by section 452 of the former Appendix to this 

title. 
Subsec. (h). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(h), repealed subsec. 

(h) which related to permanent assignment outside 

continental United States. 
Subsec. (k). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(j), added subsec. (k). 
1950—Subsec. (a). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(1)–(4), inserted 

before period in third sentence of first par. ‘‘and such 

number of persons as in his judgment may be required 

for the United States Coast Guard’’, inserted before pe-

riod in second par. ‘‘or the Secretary of the Treasury’’, 

inserted after ‘‘the Secretary of Defense’’ in third par. 

‘‘or the Secretary of the Treasury’’, inserted after 

‘‘United States Marine Corps’’ in fourth par. ‘‘or the 

United States Coast Guard’’. 
Subsec. (b). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(5), inserted before 

period ‘‘or the Secretary of the Treasury’’. 
Subsec. (c). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 3(a), added par. (4). 
Subsecs. (i), (j). Act Sept. 9, 1950, §§ 1, 9, temporarily 

added subsecs. (i) and (j). See Termination Date of Sub-

section (i) and Former Subsection (j) note below. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 

transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
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Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 

107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–85 effective Jan. 1, 1998, 

see section 603(e) of Pub. L. 105–85, set out as a note 

under section 5561 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1957 

AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 85–62, § 9, June 27, 1957, 71 Stat. 208, as amend-

ed by Pub. L. 86–4, § 4, Mar. 23, 1959, 73 Stat. 13; Pub. L. 

88–2, § 4, Mar. 28, 1963, 77 Stat. 4; Pub. L. 90–40, § 4, June 

30, 1967, 81 Stat. 105; Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 103, Sept. 

28, 1971, 85 Stat. 355, provided that: ‘‘This Act [see 

Tables for classification] takes effect July 1, 1957, and 

shall terminate July 1, 1973.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1952 AMENDMENT 

Act July 9, 1952, ch. 608, pt. VIII, § 813, 66 Stat. 509, 

provided that the amendment made by that section is 

effective as of June 19, 1951. 

TERMINATION DATE OF SUBSECTION (i) AND FORMER 

SUBSECTION (j) 

Act Sept. 9, 1950, ch. 939, § 7, 64 Stat. 828, as amended 

by acts June 19, 1951, § 2(b); June 29, 1953, § 9; and June 

30, 1955, § 201, and by Pub. L. 85–62, § 8, provided that 

subsecs. (i) and (j) of this section, which were added by 

act Sept. 9, 1950, shall terminate as of June 30, 1957. See 

Effective and Termination Dates of 1957 Amendment 

note set out above with respect to subsec. (j) as reen-

acted and amended by Pub. L. 85–62. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

PROC. NO. 2906. REGISTRATION OF DOCTORS, DENTISTS 

AND ALLIED SPECIALISTS 

Proc. No. 2906, Oct. 6, 1950, 15 F.R. 6845, 64 Stat. Pt. 2, 

p. A437, as amended Proc. No. 2915, Dec. 28, 1950, 15 F.R. 

9419, 64 Stat. Pt. 2, p. A455, provided: 

1. Every male person who participated as a student in 

the Army specialized training program or any similar 

program administered by the Navy, or was deferred 

from service during World War II for the purpose of 

pursuing a course of instruction leading to education in 

a medical, dental, or allied specialist category, and has 

had less than twenty-one months of active duty in the 

Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the 

Coast Guard, or the Public Health Service subsequent 

to the completion of, or release from, such program or 

course of instruction (exclusive of time spent in post- 

graduate training), and who, on the day or any of the 

days hereinafter fixed for his registration (a) shall have 

received from any school, college, university, or simi-

lar institution of learning, one or more of the degrees 

of bachelor of medicine, doctor of medicine, doctor of 

dental surgery, doctor of dental medicine, doctor of 

veterinary surgery, and doctor of veterinary medicine, 

(b) is within any of the several States of the United 

States, the District of Columbia, the Territory of Alas-

ka, the Territory of Hawaii, Puerto Rico, or the Virgin 

Islands, (c) is not a member of any reserve component 

of the armed forces of the United States, and (d) shall 

not have attained the fiftieth anniversary of the day of 

his birth is required to and shall on that day or any of 

those days present himself for and submit to registra-

tion before a duly designated registration official or se-

lective service local board having jurisdiction in the 

area in which he has his permanent home or in which 

he may happen to be on that day or any of those days. 
2. The special registration of the male persons re-

quired to submit to registration by paragraph num-

bered 1 hereof shall take place in the several States of 

the United States, the District of Columbia, the Terri-

tories of Alaska and Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Vir-

gin Islands between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

on the day or days hereinafter designated for their reg-

istration, as follows: 
(a) Persons who shall have received any of the de-

grees above referred to on or before October 16, 1950, 

shall be registered on Monday, the 16th day of October, 

1950. 
(b) Persons who receive any of the degrees above re-

ferred to after October 16, 1950, shall be registered on 

the day they receive any such degree, or within five 

days thereafter. 
(c) Persons who shall have received any of the degrees 

above referred to and who enter any of the several 

States of the United States, the District of Columbia, 

the Territory of Alaska, the Territory of Hawaii, Puer-

to Rico, or the Virgin Islands after October 16, 1950, 

shall be registered on the day of such entrance, or with-

in five days thereafter. 
3. Every male person who has not had active service 

in the Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the Marine 

Corps, the Coast Guard, or the Public Health Service 

subsequent to September 16, 1940, and every male per-

son not included in the first or the second of the prior-

ities defined in section 4(i)(2) of the Selective Service 

Act of 1948, as amended [now the Military Selective 

Service Act, former 50 U.S.C. 3803(i)(2)], who has had ac-

tive service in the Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the 

Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, or the Public Health 

Service subsequent to September 16, 1940, who on the 

day or any of the days hereafter fixed by the Director 

of Selective Service for his registration (a) shall have 

received from a school, college, university, or similar 

institution of learning one or more of the degrees of 

bachelor of medicine, doctor of medicine, doctor of den-

tal surgery, doctor of dental medicine, doctor of veteri-

nary surgery, and doctor of veterinary medicine, (b) is 

within any of the several States of the United States, 

the District of Columbia, the Territory of Alaska, the 

Territory of Hawaii, Puerto Rico, or the Virgin Islands, 

(c) is not a member of any reserve component of the 

armed forces of the United States, and (d) shall not 

have attained the fiftieth anniversary of the day of his 

birth is required to and shall on that day or any of 

those days present himself for and submit to registra-

tion before a duly designated registration official or se-

lective service local board having jurisdiction in the 

area in which he has his permanent home or in which 

he may happen to be on that day or any of those days. 
4. The Director of Selective Service is hereby author-

ized and directed to fix the date or dates for the special 

registration required under paragraph numbered 3 here-

of: Provided, that the date or dates so fixed shall be not 

later than January 16, 1951. 
5. The Director of Selective Service is hereby author-

ized to require special registration of, and fix the date 

or dates of registration for, all other persons who are 

subject to registration under section 4(i) of the Selec-

tive Service Act of 1948, as amended, and who are not 

required to register under or pursuant to this procla-

mation. 
6. All orders and directives of the Director of Selec-

tive Service issued pursuant to paragraph numbered 4 

or paragraph numbered 5 hereof shall be published in 

the Federal Register. 
7. (a) A person subject to registration under or pursu-

ant to this proclamation who, because of circumstances 

beyond his control, is unable to present himself for and 

submit to registration during the hours of the day or 

any of the days fixed for registration shall do so as 

soon as possible after the cause for such inability 

ceases to exist. 
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(b) Every person subject to registration under or pur-

suant to this proclamation who has registered in ac-

cordance with Proclamation No. 2799 of July 20, 1948, is-

sued under the Selective Service Act of 1948, as amend-

ed, [now the Military Selective Service Act] and the 

regulations prescribed thereunder, shall, notwithstand-

ing such registration, present himself for and submit to 

registration as required by or pursuant to this procla-

mation. 
(c) The duty of any person to present himself for and 

submit to registration in accordance with Proclama-

tion No. 2799 of July 20, 1948, issued under the Selective 

Service Act of 1948, as amended [now the Military Se-

lective Service Act] and the regulations prescribed 

thereunder, shall not be affected by this proclamation. 
8. Every person subject to registration under or pur-

suant to this proclamation is required to familiarize 

himself with the rules and regulations governing such 

registration and to comply therewith. 
9. I call upon the Governors of each of the several 

States, the Territories of Alaska and Hawaii, Puerto 

Rico, and the Virgin Islands and the Board of Commis-

sioners of the District of Columbia, and all officers and 

agents of the United States and all officers and agents 

of the several States, the Territories of Alaska and Ha-

waii, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and the District 

of Columbia, and political subdivisions thereof, and all 

local boards and agents thereof appointed under the 

provisions of title I of the Selective Service Act of 1948, 

as amended [now the Military Selective Service Act, 50 

U.S.C. 3801 et seq.], or the regulations prescribed there-

under, to do and perform all acts and services necessary 

to accomplish effective and complete registration. 
10. In order that there may be full cooperation in car-

rying into effect the purposes of section 4(i) of title I of 

the Selective Service Act of 1948, as amended, I urge all 

employers and Government agencies of all kinds—Fed-

eral, State, territorial, and local—to give those under 

their charge sufficient time in which to fulfill the obli-

gations of registration incumbent upon them under the 

said Act and under or pursuant to this proclamation. 

PROC. NO. 2915. EXEMPTIONS FROM REGISTRATION 

Proc. No. 2915, Dec. 28, 1950, 15 F.R. 9419, 64 Stat. 494, 

provided: 
Proclamation No. 2906 of October 6, 1950 [set out 

above], be, and it is hereby, amended, effective as of Oc-

tober 6, 1950, so as to exempt from the force and effect 

thereof, until otherwise directed by the President by 

proclamation, (1) commissioned officers, warrant offi-

cers, pay clerks, enlisted men, and aviation cadets of 

the Regular Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Marine 

Corps, the Coast Guard, the Coast and Geodetic Survey, 

and the Public Health Service, and (2) aliens who are 

residing in the United States and have not declared 

their intention of becoming citizens of the United 

States and who are also in one of the following cat-

egories: (a) alien students admitted under subdivision 

(e) of section 4 of the Immigration Act approved May 

26, 1924, as amended [former 8 U.S.C. 204], (b) aliens rec-

ognized as diplomatic, consular, military or civilian of-

ficials or employees of a foreign government and mem-

bers of their families, (c) aliens who are officials or em-

ployees of a public international organization recog-

nized under the International Organizations Immuni-

ties Act, approved December 29, 1945 (59 Stat. 669) [22 

U.S.C. 288 et seq.], and members of their families, (d) 

aliens who have entered the United States and remain 

therein pursuant to the provisions of section 11 of the 

Agreement between the United Nations and the United 

States of America regarding the Headquarters of the 

United Nations, as approved in Public Law 357, 80th 

Congress (61 Stat. 756) [22 U.S.C. 287 note], (e) aliens 

who are nationals of a country with which there is in 

effect a treaty or international agreement exempting 

its nationals from military service while they are with-

in the United States, or (f) other aliens whose admis-

sion to the United States is for a temporary stay only: 

Provided, That such exemption shall not continue after 

the cause thereof shall cease to exist. 

EX. ORD. NO. 10762. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Ex. Ord. No. 10762, Mar. 28, 1958, 23 F.R. 2119, provided: 
1. There is hereby delegated to the Secretary of De-

fense: 
(a) The authority vested in the President by section 

4(l)(1) of the Universal Military Training and Service 

Act [50 U.S.C. 3803(l)(1)], as added by section 2 of the 

Act of June 27, 1957 (P.L. 85–62; 71 Stat. 206), to order to 

active duty (other than for training) for a period of not 

more than 24 consecutive months, with or without his 

consent, any member of a reserve component of the 

armed forces of the United States who is in a medical, 

dental, or allied specialist category, who has not at-

tained the thirty-fifth anniversary of the date of his 

birth, and who has not performed at least one year of 

active duty (other than for training). 
(b) The authority vested in the President by section 

5(c) of the Universal Military Training and Service Act 

[50 U.S.C. 3805(c)], as added by section 5 of the Act of 

June 27, 1957 (P.L. 85–62; 71 Stat. 207), to prescribe regu-

lations with respect to the appointment, reappoint-

ment, or promotion of any qualified person who (1) is 

liable for induction or (2) as a member of a reserve 

component is ordered to active duty as a physician or 

dentist or in an allied specialist category in the armed 

forces of the United States. 
2. Executive Order No. 10478 of August 5, 1953, as 

amended by Executive Order No. 10658 of February 15, 

1956, is hereby revoked. 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER. 

EX. ORD. NO. 10776. DELEGATION OF PRESIDENT’S 

AUTHORITY 

Ex. Ord. No. 10776, July 28, 1958, 23 F.R. 5683, provided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me by title 3 of 

the United States Code, and as President of the United 

States and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, 

there is hereby delegated to the Secretary of Defense 

the authority (relating to the prescribing of rules and 

regulations modifying the standards and requirements 

with respect to induction of persons into the armed 

forces) vested in the President by the last proviso of 

section 4(a) of the Universal Military Training and 

Service Act [50 U.S.C. 3803(a)], added by the act of July 

28, 1958 [Pub. L. 85–564]. The Secretary of Defense is 

hereby authorized to re-delegate that authority to any 

official of the Department of Defense who is required to 

be appointed by and with the advice and consent of the 

Senate. No person shall be inducted into the armed 

forces for training and service who does not meet the 

standards and requirements specified in the rules and 

regulations prescribed by the Secretary or his designee 

pursuant to this order. 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER. 

§ 3804. Volunteer service of physicians and den-
tists; minimum period 

Any physician or dentist who meets the quali-
fications for a reserve commission in the respec-
tive military departments shall, so long as there 
is a need for the services of such a physician or 
dentist, be afforded an opportunity to volunteer 
for a period of active duty of not less than twen-
ty-four months. Any physician or dentist who so 
volunteers his service, and meets the qualifica-
tions for a reserve commission shall be ordered 
to active duty for not less than twenty-four 
months, notwithstanding the grade or rank to 
which such physician or dentist is entitled under 
the provisions of the Act of September 9, 1950, as 
amended. 

(June 29, 1953, ch. 158, § 7, 67 Stat. 89.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of September 9, 1950, as amended, referred to in 

text, is act Sept. 9, 1950, ch. 939, 64 Stat. 826, as amend-



Page 796 TITLE 50—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE § 3805 

ed. Section 7 of the Act, as amended (71 Stat. 208), pro-

vided that the Act, except for sections 3 and 5, shall 

terminate as of June 30, 1957. Section 3 of the Act 

amended section 202 of the National Security Act of 

1947, by adding subsections (g) to (i) which were classi-

fied to section 171a(g) to (i) of former Title 5 and which 

were later omitted from the Code following the codi-

fication of section 202(a) to (f) and (j) of the National 

Security Act of 1947 in Title 10, Armed Forces, by Pub. 

L. 87–651, Sept. 7, 1972, 76 Stat. 506. Section 5 of the Act 

was classified to section 234b of former Title 37, and 

was later omitted from the Code following the enact-

ment of Title 37, Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed 

Services, by Pub. L. 87–649, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 451. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 454e of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 
Section was not enacted as part of the Military Selec-

tive Service Act, title I of which comprises this chap-

ter. 

§ 3805. Manner of selection of men for training 
and service; quotas 

(a) Manner of selection 

(1) The selection of persons for training and 
service under section 3803 of this title shall be 
made in an impartial manner, under such rules 
and regulations as the President may prescribe, 
from the persons who are liable for such train-
ing and service and who at the time of selection 
are registered and classified, but not deferred or 
exempted: Provided, That in the selection of per-
sons for training and service under this chapter, 
and in the interpretation and execution of the 
provisions of this chapter, there shall be no dis-
crimination against any person on account of 
race or color: Provided further, That in the clas-
sification of registrants within the jurisdiction 
of any local board, the registrants of any par-
ticular registration may be classified, in the 
manner prescribed by and in accordance with 
rules and regulations prescribed by the Presi-
dent, before, together with, or after the reg-
istrants of any prior registration or registra-
tions; and in the selection for induction of per-
sons within the jurisdiction of any local board 
and within any particular classification, persons 
who were registered at any particular registra-
tion may be selected, in the manner prescribed 
by and in accordance with rules and regulations 
prescribed by the President, before, together 
with, or after persons who were registered at 
any prior registration or registrations: And pro-

vided further, That nothing herein shall be con-
strued to prohibit the selection or induction of 
persons by age group or groups under rules and 
regulations prescribed by the President: And 

provided further, That— 
(1) no local board shall order for induction 

for training and service in the Armed Forces 
of the United States any person who has not 
attained the age of nineteen unless there is 
not within the jurisdiction of such local board 
a sufficient number of persons who are deemed 
by such local board to be available for induc-
tion and who have attained the age of nineteen 
to enable such local board to meet a call for 
men which it has been ordered to furnish for 
induction; 

(2) no local board shall order for induction 
for training and service in the Armed Forces 

of the United States any person who has not 
attained the age of nineteen, if there is any 
person within the jurisdiction of such local 
board who (i) is as much as ninety days older, 
(ii) has not attained the age of nineteen, and 
(iii) is deemed by the local board to be avail-
able for induction; and 

(3) no local board shall order for induction 
for training and service in the Armed Forces 
of the United States an alien unless such alien 
shall have resided in the United States for one 
year. 

(2) Repealed. Pub. L. 91–124, § 2, Nov. 26, 1969, 83 
Stat. 220. 

(b) Basis for determination of quotas 

Quotas of men to be inducted for training and 
service under this chapter shall be determined 
for each State, Territory, possession, and the 
District of Columbia, and for subdivisions there-
of, on the basis of the actual number of men in 
the several States, Territories, possessions, and 
the District of Columbia, and the subdivisions 
thereof, who are liable for such training and 
service but who are not deferred after classifica-
tion, except that credits shall be given in fixing 
such quotas for residents of such subdivisions 
who are in the armed forces of the United States 
on the date fixed for determining such quotas. 
After such quotas are fixed, credits shall be 
given in filling such quotas for residents of such 
subdivisions who subsequently become members 
of such forces. Until the actual numbers nec-
essary for determining the quotas are known, 
the quotas may be based on estimates, and sub-
sequent adjustments therein shall be made when 
such actual numbers are known. All computa-
tions under this subsection shall be made in ac-
cordance with such rules and regulations as the 
President may prescribe. 

(c) Terminated 

(d) Rules and regulations 

Whenever the President has provided for the 
selection of persons for training and service in 
accordance with random selection under sub-
section (a) of this section, calls for induction 
may be placed under such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe, notwithstanding the provi-
sions of subsection (b) of this section. 

(e) Number of inductees 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, not more than 130,000 persons may be in-
ducted into the Armed Forces under this Act in 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1972, and not 
more than 140,000 in the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1973, unless a number greater than that au-
thorized in this subsection for such fiscal year 
or years is authorized by a law enacted after 
September 28, 1971. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 5, 62 Stat. 608; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(k), 65 Stat. 83; 
Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 4, 5, June 27, 1957, 71 Stat. 207; 
Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(3), June 30, 1967, 81 Stat. 100; 
Pub. L. 91–124, § 2, Nov. 26, 1969, 83 Stat. 220; Pub. 
L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(8), (9), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 349.) 
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1 See Transfer of Functions note below. 

TERMINATION OF INDUCTION FOR TRAINING AND 
SERVICE 

For provisions relating to termination of in-

duction for training and service in the Armed 

Forces after July 1, 1973, see section 3815(c) of 

this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), was 

in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 

24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified prin-

cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 

title I to the Code, see Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selec-

tive Service Act. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see References in Text note set out 

under section 3801 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 455 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1971—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(8), added 

cl. (3) covering induction orders for aliens residing in 

the United States for one year, to last proviso. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(9), added sub-

secs. (d) and (e). 

1969—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–124 repealed cl. (2) which 

prohibited President from effecting any change in 

method of determining relative order of induction. 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–40 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1957—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 4, 9, temporarily, 

substituted third and fourth provisos for former third 

proviso ‘‘that nothing herein shall be construed to pro-

hibit the selection or induction of persons by age group 

or groups under rules and regulations prescribed by the 

President:’’. See Effective and Termination Dates of 

1957 Amendment note below. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 5, 9, temporarily added 

subsec. (c). See Effective and Termination Dates of 1957 

Amendment note below. 

1951—Subsec. (a). Act June 19, 1951, inserted last two 

provisos. 

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1957 

AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–62 to take effect on July 1, 

1957, and terminate on July 1, 1973, see section 9 of Pub. 

L. 85–62, set out as a note under section 3803 of this 

title. 

PROC. NO. 3945. RANDOM SELECTION FOR MILITARY 

SERVICE 

Proc. No. 3945, Nov. 26, 1969, 34 F.R. 19017, 83 Stat. 972, 

provided: 

WHEREAS section 5(a)(1) of the Military Selective 

Service Act of 1967, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 455(a)(1)) 

[now the Military Selective Service Act, 50 U.S.C. 

3805(a)(1)], provides that selection of persons for train-

ing and service under that Act shall be made in an im-

partial manner without discrimination on account of 

race or color, under such rules and regulations as the 

President may prescribe; and 

WHEREAS section 5(a)(2) of that Act (50 U.S.C. App. 

455(a)(2)) [now 50 U.S.C. 3805(a)(2)] limited the Presi-

dent’s authority to prescribe rules and regulations by 

requiring, in effect, the selection of registrants through 

a method known as ‘‘oldest first’’; and 

WHEREAS such section 5(a)(2) has been repealed by 

Public Law 91–124 of November 26, 1969: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President 

of the United States of America, acting under and by 

virtue of the authority vested in me by section 5(a) of 

the Military Selective Service Act of 1967, as amended, 

and having determined that a method of random selec-

tion will provide the most equitable basis for selection 

of registrants for military training and service, do 

hereby proclaim the following: 

That a random selection sequence will be established 

by a drawing to be conducted in Washington, D.C., on 

December 1, 1969, and will be applied nationwide. The 

random selection method will use 366 days to represent 

the birthdays (month and day only) of all registrants 

who, prior to January 1, 1970, shall have attained their 

nineteenth year of age but not their twenty-sixth. The 

drawing, commencing with the first day selected and 

continuing until all 366 days are drawn, shall be accom-

plished impartially. 

On the day designated above, a supplemental drawing 

or drawings will be conducted to determine alphabeti-

cally the random selection sequence by name among 

registrants who have the same birthday. 

The random selection sequence obtained as described 

above shall determine the order of selection of reg-

istrants who prior to January 1, 1970, shall have at-

tained their nineteenth year of age but not their twen-

ty-sixth and who are not volunteers and not delin-

quents. New random selection sequences shall be estab-

lished, in a similar manner, for registrants who attain 

their nineteenth year of age on or after January 1, 1970. 

The random sequence number determined for any reg-

istrant shall apply to him so long as he remains subject 

to induction for military training and service by ran-

dom selection. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this twenty-sixth day of November, in the year of 

our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, and of the 

Independence of the United States of America the one 

hundred and ninety-fourth. 

RICHARD NIXON. 

§ 3806. Deferments and exemptions from training 
and service 

(a) In general 

(1) Commissioned officers, warrant officers, 
pay clerks, enlisted men, and aviation cadets of 
the Regular Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the 
Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, and the Environ-
mental Science Services Administration; 1 ca-
dets, United States Military Academy; mid-
shipmen, United States Naval Academy; cadets, 
United States Air Force Academy; cadets, 
United States Coast Guard Academy; mid-
shipmen, Merchant Marine Reserve, members of 
the United States Navy Reserve; students en-
rolled in an officer procurement program at 
military colleges the curriculum of which is ap-
proved by the Secretary of Defense; members of 
the reserve components of the Armed Forces and 
the Coast Guard, while on active duty; and for-
eign diplomatic representatives, technical 
attachés of foreign embassies and legations, con-
suls general, consuls, vice consuls and other 
consular agents of foreign countries who are not 
citizens of the United States, and members of 
their families, and persons in other categories to 
be specified by the President who are not citi-
zens of the United States, shall not be required 
to be registered under section 3802 of this title 
and shall be relieved from liability for training 
and service under section 3803 of this title, ex-
cept that aliens admitted for permanent resi-
dence in the United States shall not be so ex-
empted: Provided, That any alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence as defined in 
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paragraph (20) of section 1101(a) of title 8 and 
who by reason of occupational status is subject 
to adjustment to nonimmigrant status under 
paragraph (15)(A), (15)(E), or (15)(G) of such sec-
tion 1101(a) but who executes a waiver in accord-
ance with section 1257(b) of title 8 of all rights, 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities which 
would otherwise accrue to him as a result of 
that occupational status, shall be subject to reg-
istration under section 3802 of this title, but 
shall be deferred from induction for training and 
service for so long as such occupational status 
continues. Any person who subsequent to June 
24, 1948, serves on active duty for a period of not 
less than twelve months in the armed forces of 
a nation with which the United States is associ-
ated in mutual defense activities as defined by 
the President, may be exempted from training 
and service, but not from registration, in ac-
cordance with regulations prescribed by the 
President, except that no such exemption shall 
be granted to any person who is a national of a 
country which does not grant reciprocal privi-
leges to citizens of the United States: Provided, 
That any active duty performed prior to June 24, 
1948, by a person in the armed forces of a coun-
try allied with the United States during World 
War II and with which the United States is asso-
ciated in such mutual defense activities, shall be 
credited in the computation of such twelve- 
month period: Provided further, That any person 
who is in a medical, dental, or allied specialist 
category not otherwise deferred or exempted 
under this subsection shall be liable for registra-
tion and training and service until the thirty- 
fifth anniversary of the date of his birth. 

(2) Commissioned officers of the Public Health 
Service and members of the Reserve of the Pub-
lic Health Service while on active duty and as-
signed to staff the various offices and bureaus of 
the Public Health Service, including the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, or assigned to the 
Coast Guard, the Bureau of Prisons, Department 
of Justice, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, or the Environmental Science Services Ad-
ministration 1 or who are assigned to assist In-
dian tribes, groups, bands, or communities pur-
suant to the Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), 
as amended [42 U.S.C. 2001 et seq.], shall not be 
required to be registered under section 3802 of 
this title and shall be relieved from liability for 
training and service under section 3803 of this 
title. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, 
commissioned officers of the Public Health 
Service and members of the Reserve of the Pub-
lic Health Service who, prior to June 30, 1967, 
had been detailed or assigned to duty other than 
that specified in the preceding sentence shall 
not be required to be registered under section 
3802 of this title and shall be relieved from li-
ability for training and service under section 
3803 of this title. 

(b) Persons who served during World War II 

(1) No person who served honorably on active 
duty between September 16, 1940, and June 24, 
1948, for a period of twelve months or more, or 
between December 7, 1941, and September 2, 1945, 
for a period in excess of ninety days, in the 
Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the Marine 
Corps, the Coast Guard, the Public Health Serv-

ice, or the armed forces of any country allied 
with the United States in World War II prior to 
September 2, 1945, shall be liable for induction 
for training and service under this chapter, ex-
cept after a declaration of war or national emer-
gency made by the Congress subsequent to June 
24, 1948. 

(2) No person who served honorably on active 
duty between September 16, 1940, and June 24, 
1948, for a period of ninety days or more but less 
than twelve months in the Army, the Air Force, 
the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, 
the Public Health Service, or the armed forces 
of any country allied with the United States in 
World War II prior to September 2, 1945, shall be 
liable for induction for training and service 
under this chapter, except after a declaration of 
war or national emergency made by the Con-
gress subsequent to June 24, 1948, if— 

(A) the local board determines that he is 
regularly enlisted or commissioned in any or-
ganized unit of a reserve component of the 
armed force in which he served, provided such 
unit is reasonably accessible to such person 
without unduly interrupting his normal pur-
suits and activities (including attendance at a 
college or university in which he is regularly 
enrolled), or in a reserve component (other 
than in an organized unit) of such armed force 
in any case in which enlistment or commis-
sion in an organized unit of a reserve compo-
nent of such armed force is not available to 
him; or 

(B) the local board determines that enlist-
ment or commission in a reserve component of 
such armed force is not available to him or 
that he has voluntarily enlisted or accepted 
appointment in an organized unit of a reserve 
component of an armed force other than the 
armed force in which he served. 

Nothing in this paragraph shall be deemed to be 
applicable to any person to whom paragraph (1) 
of this subsection is applicable. 

(3) Except as provided in section 3805(a) of this 
title, and notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, no person who (A) has served honor-
ably on active duty after September 16, 1940, for 
a period of not less than one year in the Army, 
the Air Force, the Navy, the Marine Corps, or 
the Coast Guard, or (B) subsequent to September 
16, 1940, was discharged for the convenience of 
the Government after having served honorably 
on active duty for a period of not less than six 
months in the Army, the Air Force, the Navy, 
the Marine Corps, or the Coast Guard, or (C) has 
served for a period of not less than twenty-four 
months (i) as a commissioned officer in the Pub-
lic Health Service or (ii) as a commissioned offi-
cer in the Coast and Geodetic Survey, shall be 
liable for induction for training and service 
under this Act, except after a declaration of war 
or national emergency made by the Congress 
subsequent to June 24, 1948. 

(4) No person who is honorably discharged 
upon the completion of an enlistment pursuant 
to section 3803(c) of this title shall be liable for 
induction for training and service under this 
chapter, except after a declaration of war or na-
tional emergency made by the Congress subse-
quent to June 24, 1948. 

(5) For the purposes of computation of the pe-
riods of active duty referred to in paragraphs (1), 
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(2), or (3) of this subsection, no credit shall be 
allowed for— 

(A) periods of active duty training performed 
as a member of a reserve component pursuant 
to an order or call to active duty solely for 
training purposes; 

(B) periods of active duty in which the serv-
ice consisted solely of training under the 
Army specialized training program, the Army 
Air Force college training program, or any 
similar program under the jurisdiction of the 
Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard; 

(C) periods of active duty as a cadet at the 
United States Military Academy or United 
States Coast Guard Academy, or as a mid-
shipman at the United States Naval Academy, 
or in a preparatory school after nomination as 
a principal, alternate, or candidate for admis-
sion to any of such academies; or 

(D) periods of active duty in any of the 
armed forces while being processed for entry 
into or separation from any educational pro-
gram or institution referred to in paragraphs 
(B) or (C); 

(c) Persons who were members of Ready Reserve 
of any Reserve component of the Armed 
Forces, Army National Guard, or Air Na-
tional Guard on February 1, 1951, and per-
sons who enlist in Ready Reserve of any Re-
serve component of the Armed Forces, Army 
National Guard, or Air National Guard 

(1) Persons who, on February 1, 1951, were 
members of organized units of the federally rec-
ognized National Guard, the federally recognized 
Air National Guard, the Officers’ Reserve Corps, 
the Regular Army Reserve, the Air Force Re-
serve, the Enlisted Reserve Corps, the Naval Re-
serve, the Marine Corps Reserve, the Coast 
Guard Reserve, or the Public Health Service Re-
serve, shall, so long as they continue to be such 
members and satisfactorily participate in sched-
uled drills and training periods as prescribed by 
the Secretary of Defense, be exempt from train-
ing and service by induction under the provi-
sions of this chapter, but shall not be exempt 
from registration unless on active duty. 

(2)(A) Any person, other than a person referred 
to in subsection (d) of this section, who— 

(i) prior to the issuance of orders for him to 
report for induction; or 

(ii) prior to the date scheduled for his induc-
tion and pursuant to a proclamation by the 
Governor of a State to the effect that the au-
thorized strength of any organized unit of the 
National Guard of that State cannot be main-
tained by the enlistment or appointment of 
persons who have not been issued orders to re-
port for induction under this chapter; or 

(iii) prior to the date scheduled for his in-
duction and pursuant to a determination by 
the President that the strength of the Ready 
Reserve of the Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, 
Marine Corps Reserve, Air Force Reserve, or 
Coast Guard Reserve cannot be maintained by 
the enlistment or appointment of persons who 
have not been issued orders to report for in-
duction under this chapter; 

enlists or accepts appointment, before attaining 
the age of 26 years, in the Ready Reserve of any 
Reserve component of the Armed Forces, the 

Army National Guard, or the Air National 
Guard, shall be deferred from training and serv-
ice under this chapter so long as he serves satis-
factorily as a member of an organized unit of 
such Reserve or National Guard in accordance 
with section 10147 of title 10 or section 502 of 
title 32, as the case may be, or satisfactorily 
performs such other Ready Reserve service as 
may be prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 
Enlistments or appointments under subpara-
graphs (ii) and (iii) of this clause may be accept-
ed notwithstanding the provisions of section 
3813(d) of this title. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of subsection (h) of this section, no person 
deferred under this clause who has completed six 
years of such satisfactory service as a member 
of the Ready Reserve or National Guard, and 
who during such service has performed active 
duty for training with an armed force for not 
less than twelve consecutive weeks, shall be lia-
ble for induction for training and service under 
this Act, except after a declaration of war or na-
tional emergency made by the Congress after 
August 9, 1955. In no event shall the number of 
enlistments or appointments made under au-
thority of this paragraph in any fiscal year in 
any Reserve component of the Armed Forces or 
in the Army National Guard or the Air National 
Guard cause the personnel strength of such Re-
serve component or the Army National Guard or 
the Air National Guard, as the case may be, to 
exceed the personnel strength for which funds 
have been made available by the Congress for 
such fiscal year. 

(B) A person who, under any provision of law, 
is exempt or deferred from training and service 
under this Act by reason of membership in a re-
serve component, the Army National Guard, or 
the Air National Guard, as the case may be, 
shall, if he becomes a member of another reserve 
component, the Army National Guard, or the 
Air National Guard, as the case may be, con-
tinue to be exempt or deferred to the same ex-
tent as if he had not become a member of an-
other reserve component, the Army National 
Guard, or the Air National Guard, as the case 
may be, so long as he continues to serve satis-
factorily. 

(C) Except as provided in subsection (b) and 
the provisions of this subsection, no person who 
becomes a member of a reserve component after 
February 1, 1951, shall thereby be exempt from 
registration or training and service by induction 
under the provisions of this Act. 

(D) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the President, under such rules and 
regulations as he may prescribe, may provide 
that any person enlisted or appointed after Oc-
tober 4, 1961, in the Ready Reserve of any re-
serve component of the Armed Forces (other 
than under section 12103 of title 10), the Army 
National Guard, or the Air National Guard, 
prior to attaining age of twenty-six years, or 
any person enlisted or appointed in the Army 
National Guard or the Air National Guard or en-
listed in the Ready Reserve of any reserve com-
ponent prior to attaining the age of eighteen 
years and six months and deferred under the 
prior provisions of this paragraph as amended by 
the Act of October 4, 1961, Public Law 87–378 (75 
Stat. 807), or under section 1013 of this title, who 
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fails to serve satisfactorily during his obligated 
period of service as a member of such Ready Re-
serve or National Guard or the Ready Reserve of 
another reserve component or the National 
Guard of which he becomes a member, may be 
selected for training and service and inducted 
into the armed force of which such reserve com-
ponent is a part, prior to the selection and in-
duction of other persons liable therefor. 

(d) Persons who enroll in Armed Forces Officers’ 
Candidate Schools 

(1) Within such numbers as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense, any person who (A) 
has been or may hereafter be selected for enroll-
ment or continuance in the senior division, Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps, or the Air Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps, or the Naval Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps, or the naval and 
Marine Corps officer candidate training program 
established by the Act of August 13, 1946 (60 
Stat. 1057), as amended, or the Reserve officers’ 
candidate program of the Navy, or the platoon 
leaders’ class of the Marine Corps, or the officer 
procurement programs of the Coast Guard and 
the Coast Guard Reserve, or appointed an en-
sign, United States Navy Reserve, while under-
going professional training; (B) agrees, in writ-
ing, to accept a commission, if tendered, and to 
serve, subject to order of the Secretary of the 
military department having jurisdiction over 
him (or the Secretary of Homeland Security 
with respect to the United States Coast Guard), 
not less than two years on active duty after re-
ceipt of a commission; and (C) agrees to remain 
a member of a regular or reserve component 
until the eighth anniversary of the receipt of a 
commission in accordance with his obligation 
under the first sentence of section 651 of title 10, 
or until the sixth anniversary of the receipt of a 
commission in accordance with his obligation 
under the second sentence of section 651 of title 
10, shall be deferred from induction under this 
chapter until after completion or termination of 
the course of instruction and so long as he con-
tinues in a regular or reserve status upon being 
commissioned, but shall not be exempt from reg-
istration. Such persons, except those persons 
who have previously completed an initial period 
of military training or an equivalent period of 
active military training and service, shall be re-
quired while enrolled in such programs to com-
plete a period of training equal (as determined 
under regulations approved by the Secretary of 
Defense or the Secretary of Homeland Security 
with respect to the United States Coast Guard) 
in duration and type of training to an initial pe-
riod of military training. There shall be added 
to the obligated active commissioned service of 
any person who has agreed to perform such 
obligatory service in return for financial assist-
ance while attending a civilian college under 
any such training program a period of not to ex-
ceed one year. Except as provided in paragraph 
(5), upon the successful completion by any per-
son of the required course of instruction under 
any program listed in clause (A) of the first sen-
tence of this paragraph, such person shall be 
tendered a commission in the appropriate re-
serve component of the Armed Forces if he is 
otherwise qualified for such appointment. If, at 

the time of, or subsequent to, such appointment, 
the armed force in which such person is commis-
sioned does not require his service on active 
duty in fulfillment of the obligation undertaken 
by him in compliance with clause (B) of the first 
sentence of this paragraph, such person shall be 
ordered to active duty for training with such 
armed force in the grade in which he was com-
missioned for a period of active duty for train-
ing of not more than six months (not including 
duty performed under section 10147 of title 10), 
as determined by the Secretary of the military 
department concerned to be necessary to qualify 
such person for a mobilization assignment. Upon 
being commissioned and assigned to a reserve 
component, such person shall be required to 
serve therein, or in a reserve component of any 
other armed force in which he is later appointed, 
until the eighth anniversary of the receipt of 
such commission pursuant to the provisions of 
this section. So long as such person performs 
satisfactory service, as determined under regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, 
he shall be deferred from training and service 
under the provisions of this Act. If such person 
fails to perform satisfactory service, and such 
failure is not excused under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense, his commis-
sion may be revoked by the Secretary of the 
military department concerned. 

(2) In addition to the training programs enu-
merated in paragraph (1) of this subsection, and 
under such regulations as the Secretary of De-
fense (or the Secretary of the Treasury with re-
spect to the United States Coast Guard) may ap-
prove, the Secretaries of the military depart-
ments and the Secretary of the Treasury are au-
thorized to establish officer candidate programs 
leading to the commissioning of persons on ac-
tive duty. Any person heretofore or hereafter en-
listed in the Army Reserve, the Navy Reserve, 
the Marine Corps Reserve, the Air Force Re-
serve, or the Coast Guard Reserve who there-
after has been or may be commissioned therein 
upon graduation from an Officers’ Candidate 
School of such Armed Force shall, if not ordered 
to active duty as a commissioned officer, be de-
ferred from training and service under the provi-
sions of this Act so long as he performs satisfac-
tory service as a commissioned officer in an ap-
propriate unit of the Ready Reserve, as deter-
mined under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the department concerned. If such per-
son fails to perform satisfactory service in such 
unit, and such failure is not excused under such 
regulations, his commission may be revoked by 
such Secretary. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed 
to preclude the President from providing, by 
regulations prescribed under subsection (h) of 
this section, for the deferment from training 
and service of any category or categories of stu-
dents for such periods of time as he may deem 
appropriate. 

(4) Omitted 
(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), upon the 

successful completion by any person of the re-
quired course of instruction under any Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps program listed in clause 
(A) of the first sentence of paragraph (1) and 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
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military department having jurisdiction over 
him, such person may, without being relieved of 
his obligation under that sentence, be tendered, 
and accept, a commission in the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration instead of 
a commission in the appropriate reserve compo-
nent of the Armed Forces. If he does not serve 
on active duty as a commissioned officer of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion for at least six years, he shall, upon dis-
charge therefrom, be tendered a commission in 
the appropriate reserve component of the Armed 
Forces, if he is otherwise qualified for such ap-
pointment, and, in fulfillment of his obligation 
under the first sentence of paragraph (1), remain 
a member of a reserve component until the sixth 
anniversary of the receipt of his commission in 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. While a member of a reserve component 
he may, in addition to as otherwise provided by 
law, be ordered to active duty for such period 
that, when added to the period he served on ac-
tive duty as a commissioned officer of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
equals two years. 

(e) Aviation cadet applicants 

Fully qualified and accepted aviation cadet 
applicants of the Army, Navy, or Air Force who 
have signed an agreement of service shall, in 
such numbers as may be designated by the Sec-
retary of Defense, be deferred, during the period 
covered by the agreement but not to exceed four 
months, from induction for training and service 
under this chapter but shall not be exempt from 
registration. 

(f) Elected officials 

The Vice President of the United States; the 
governors of the several States, Territories, and 
possessions, and all other officials chosen by the 
voters of the entire State, Territory, or posses-
sion; members of the legislative bodies of the 
United States and of the several States, Terri-
tories, and possessions; judges of the courts of 
record of the United States and of the several 
States, Territories, possessions, and the District 
of Columbia shall, while holding such offices, be 
deferred from training and service under this 
chapter in the armed forces of the United 
States. 

(g) Ministers of religion and students preparing 
for ministry 

(1) Regular or duly ordained ministers of reli-
gion, as defined in this chapter, shall be exempt 
from training and service, but not from registra-
tion, under this chapter. 

(2) Students preparing for the ministry under 
the direction of recognized churches or religious 
organizations, who are satisfactorily pursuing 
full-time courses of instruction in recognized 
theological or divinity schools, or who are satis-
factorily pursuing full-time courses of instruc-
tion leading to their entrance into recognized 
theological or divinity schools in which they 
have been preenrolled, shall be deferred from 
training and service, but not from registration, 
under this chapter. Persons who are or may be 
deferred under the provisions of this subsection 
shall remain liable for training and service in 
the Armed Forces under the provisions of sec-

tion 3803(a) of this title until the thirty-fifth an-
niversary of the date of their birth. The fore-
going sentence shall not be construed to prevent 
the exemption or continued deferment of such 
persons if otherwise exempted or deferrable 
under any other provision of this Act. 

(h) Persons employed in occupations necessary 
to national health, safety, or interest 

Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section the President is authorized, under such 
rules and regulations as he may prescribe, to 
provide for the deferment from training and 
service in the Armed Forces of any or all cat-
egories of persons whose employment in indus-
try, agriculture, or other occupations or em-
ployment, or whose continued service in an Of-
fice (other than an Office described in subsection 
(f)) under the United States or any State, terri-
tory, or possession, or the District of Columbia, 
or whose activity in study, research, or medical, 
dental, veterinary, optometric, osteopathic, sci-
entific, pharmaceutical, chiropractic, chiro-
podial, or other endeavors is found to be nec-
essary to the maintenance of the national 
health, safety, or interest: Provided, That no per-
son within any such category shall be deferred 
except upon the basis of his individual status: 
Provided further, That persons who are or may be 
deferred under the provisions of this section 
shall remain liable for training and service in 
the Armed Forces under the provisions of sec-
tion 3803(a) of this title until the thirty-fifth an-
niversary of the date of their birth. This proviso 
shall not be construed to prevent the continued 
deferment of such persons if otherwise defer-
rable under any other provisions of this Act. The 
President is also authorized, under such rules 
and regulations as he may prescribe, to provide 
for the deferment from training and service in 
the Armed Forces (1) of any or all categories of 
persons in a status with respect to persons 
(other than wives alone, except in cases of ex-
treme hardship) dependent upon them for sup-
port which renders their deferment advisable, 
and (2) of any or all categories of those persons 
found to be physically, mentally, or morally de-
ficient or defective. For the purpose of deter-
mining whether or not the deferment of any per-
son is advisable, because of his status with re-
spect to persons dependent upon him for sup-
port, any payments of allowances which are pay-
able by the United States to the dependents of 
persons serving in the Armed Forces of the 
United States shall be taken into consideration, 
but the fact that such payments of allowances 
are payable shall not be deemed conclusively to 
remove the grounds for deferment when the de-
pendency is based upon financial considerations 
and shall not be deemed to remove the ground 
for deferment when the dependency is based 
upon other than financial considerations and 
cannot be eliminated by financial assistance to 
the dependents. Except as otherwise provided in 
this subsection, the President is also authorized, 
under such rules and regulations as he may pre-
scribe, to provide for the deferment from train-
ing and service in the Armed Forces of any or 
all categories of persons who have children, or 
wives and children, with whom they maintain a 
bona fide family relationship in their homes. No 
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deferment from such training and service in the 
Armed Forces shall be made in the case of any 
individual except upon the basis of the status of 
such individual. There shall be posted in a con-
spicuous place at the office of each local board 
a list setting forth the names and classifications 
of those persons who have been classified by 
such local board. The President may, in carry-
ing out the provisions of this chapter, rec-
ommend criteria for the classification of persons 
subject to induction under this chapter, and to 
the extent that such action is determined by the 
President to be consistent with the national in-
terest, recommend that such criteria be admin-
istered uniformly throughout the United States 
whenever practicable; except that no local 
board, appeal board, or other agency of appeal of 
the Selective Service System shall be required 
to postpone or defer any person by reason of his 
activity in study, research, or medical, dental, 
veterinary, optometric, osteopathic, scientific, 
pharmaceutical, chiropractic, chiropodial, or 
other endeavors found to be necessary to the 
maintenance of the national health, safety, or 
interest solely on the basis of any test, examina-
tion, selection system, class standing, or any 
other means conducted, sponsored, adminis-
tered, or prepared by any agency or department 
of the Federal Government, or any private insti-
tution, corporation, association, partnership, or 
individual employed by an agency or depart-
ment of the Federal Government. 

(i) High school students 

(1) Any person who is satisfactorily pursuing a 
full-time course of instruction at a high school 
or similar institution of learning and is issued 
an order for induction shall, upon the facts 
being presented to the local board, have his in-
duction postponed (A) until the time of his grad-
uation therefrom, or (B) until he attains the 
twentieth anniversary of his birth, or (C) until 
he ceases satisfactorily to pursue such course of 
instruction, whichever is the earliest. Notwith-
standing the preceding sentence, any person who 
attains the twentieth anniversary of his birth 
after beginning his last academic year of high 
school shall have his induction postponed until 
the end of that academic year if and so long as 
he continues to pursue satisfactorily a full-time 
course of instruction. 

(2) Any person who while satisfactorily pursu-
ing a full-time course of instruction at a college, 
university, or similar institution is ordered to 
report for induction under this chapter, shall, 
upon the appropriate facts being presented to 
the local board, have his induction postponed 
(A) until the end of the semester or term, or 
academic year in the case of his last academic 
year, or (B) until he ceases satisfactorily to pur-
sue such course of instruction, whichever is the 
earlier. 

(j) Persons conscientiously opposed to war 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be 
construed to require any person to be subject to 
combatant training and service in the armed 
forces of the United States who, by reason of re-
ligious training and belief, is conscientiously op-
posed to participation in war in any form. As 
used in this subsection, the term ‘‘religious 
training and belief’’ does not include essentially 

political, sociological, or philosophical views, or 
a merely personal moral code. Any person 
claiming exemption from combatant training 
and service because of such conscientious objec-
tions whose claim is sustained by the local 
board shall, if he is inducted into the armed 
forces under this chapter, be assigned to non-
combatant service as defined by the President, 
or shall, if he is found to be conscientiously op-
posed to participation in such noncombatant 
service, in lieu of such induction, be ordered by 
his local board, subject to such regulations as 
the President may prescribe, to perform for a 
period equal to the period prescribed in section 
3803(b) of this title such civilian work contribut-
ing to the maintenance of the national health, 
safety, or interest as the Director may deem ap-
propriate and any such person who knowingly 
fails or neglects to obey any such order from his 
local board shall be deemed, for the purposes of 
section 3811 of this title, to have knowingly 
failed or neglected to perform a duty required of 
him under this chapter. The Director shall be re-
sponsible for finding civilian work for persons 
exempted from training and service under this 
subsection and for the placement of such per-
sons in appropriate civilian work contributing 
to the maintenance of the national health, safe-
ty, or interest. 

(k) Cessation of cause for exemption or defer-
ment 

No exception from registration, or exemption 
or deferment from training and service, under 
this chapter, shall continue after the cause 
therefor ceases to exist. 

(l) Absence of parental consent 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, 
no person between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-one shall be discharged from service in 
the armed forces of the United States while this 
chapter is in effect because such person entered 
such service without the consent of his parent or 
guardian. 

(m) Conviction of a criminal offense 

No person shall be relieved from training and 
service under this chapter by reason of convic-
tion of a criminal offense, except where the of-
fense of which he has been convicted may be 
punished by death, or by imprisonment for a 
term exceeding one year. 

(n) Review of occupational deferment 

In the case of any registrant whose principal 
place of employment is located outside the ap-
peal board area in which the local board having 
jurisdiction over the registrant is located, any 
occupational deferment made under subsection 
(h) of this section may, within five days after 
such deferment is made, be submitted for review 
and decision to the appeal board having jurisdic-
tion over the area in which is located the prin-
cipal place of employment of the registrant. 
Such decision of the appeal board shall be final 
unless modified or changed by the President, 
and such decision shall be made public. 

(o) Person with father, mother, brother, or sister 
killed or in missing status while serving 

Except during the period of a war or a national 
emergency declared by Congress, no person may 
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be inducted for training and service under this 
chapter unless he volunteers for such induc-
tion— 

(1) if the father or the mother or a brother 
or a sister of such person was killed in action 
or died in line of duty while serving in the 
Armed Forces after December 31, 1959, or died 
subsequent to such date as a result of injuries 
received or disease incurred in line of duty 
during such service, or 

(2) during any period of time in which the fa-
ther or the mother or a brother or a sister of 
such person is in a captured or missing status 
as a result of such service. 

As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘brother’’ 
or ‘‘sister’’ means a brother of the whole blood 
or a sister of the whole blood, as the case may 
be. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 6, 62 Stat. 609; 
Sept. 27, 1950, ch. 1059, § 1(6), 64 Stat. 1074; June 
19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(l)–(q), 65 Stat. 83; June 
30, 1955, ch. 250, title I, § 101, 69 Stat. 223; Aug. 9, 
1955, ch. 665, § 3(b)–(d), 69 Stat. 603, 604; Pub. L. 
85–62, §§ 6, 7, June 27, 1957, 71 Stat. 208; Pub. L. 
85–722, Aug. 21, 1958, 72 Stat. 711; Pub. L. 87–378, 
§ 1, Oct. 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 807; Pub. L. 87–536, July 
18, 1962, 76 Stat. 167; Pub. L. 88–110, § 2, Sept. 3, 
1963, 77 Stat. 134; Pub. L. 88–360, July 7, 1964, 78 
Stat. 296; Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(4)–(7), June 30, 1967, 81 
Stat. 100–102, 104; Pub. L. 91–604, § 15(b)(8)(B), 
Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1712; Pub. L. 92–129, title I, 
§ 101(a)(10)–(22), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 349–351; 
Pub. L. 93–638, title I, § 104(c), formerly § 105(c), 
Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2208, renumbered § 104(c), 
Pub. L. 100–472, title II, § 203(a), Oct. 5, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2290; Pub. L. 94–106, title VIII, § 802(d), Oct. 
7, 1975, 89 Stat. 537; Pub. L. 96–584, § 3(a), Dec. 23, 
1980, 94 Stat. 3377; Pub. L. 98–525, title XV, § 1531, 
Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2631; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, 
title XVI, § 1677(f), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3020; 
Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(e)(11)(C), Nov. 
25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2315; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, 
title V, § 515(g)(3)(A), (h), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 
3236, 3237.) 

TERMINATION OF INDUCTION FOR TRAINING AND 
SERVICE 

For provisions relating to termination of in-

duction for training and service in the Armed 

Forces after July 1, 1973, see section 3815(c) of 

this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 
Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), referred to in sub-

sec. (a)(2), is act Aug. 5, 1954, ch. 658, 68 Stat. 674, which 

is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 2001 et seq.) of 

chapter 22 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Tables. 
This Act, referred to in subsecs. (a)(3), (b)(3), (c)(2)(A) 

to (D), (d)(1), (2), (g)(2), and (h), is act June 24, 1948, ch. 

625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selective Serv-

ice Act. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see References in Text note set out under section 

3801 of this title and Tables. 
Section 1013 of this title, referred to in subsec. 

(c)(2)(D), was repealed by Pub. L. 88–110, § 1, Sept. 3, 

1963, 77 Stat. 134. 

Act of August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1057), referred to in 

subsec. (d)(1), is act Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 962, 60 Stat. 1057, 

which was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 

1041, 70A Stat. 641, section 1 of which enacted Title 10, 

Armed Forces. Provisions of the 1946 Act relating to 

the naval and Marine Corps officer candidate training 

program were reenacted in sections 6903 to 6908 of Title 

10, which were repealed by Pub. L. 88–647, § 301(17), Oct. 

13, 1964, 78 Stat. 1072, and replaced by chapters 102 and 

103 of Title 10. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 456 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–163, § 515(g)(3)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘members of the United States Navy Reserve’’ 

for ‘‘United States Naval Reserves’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(A). Pub. L. 109–163, § 515(h), substituted 

‘‘United States Navy Reserve’’ for ‘‘United States 

Naval Reserve’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 109–163, § 515(h), substituted 

‘‘Navy Reserve’’ for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’. 

2002—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 

Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’ in two 

places. 

1994—Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 103–337, § 1677(f)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 10147 of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 270 of 

title 10’’ in concluding provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(D). Pub. L. 103–337, § 1677(f)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 12103 of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 511(b) of 

title 10’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 103–337, § 1677(f)(3), substituted 

‘‘section 10147 of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 270(a) of title 10’’. 

1984—Subsec. (o). Pub. L. 98–525 inserted reference to 

mother in cls. (1) and (2), exempting from induction any 

person whose mother was killed in line of duty. 

1980—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 96–584 struck out mini-

mum active duty requirement of not less than three 

months. 

1975—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 93–638 inserted provision 

relating to assignment of personnel to assist Indian 

tribes, groups, bands or communities. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 94–106, in provisions relating 

to deferment of certain persons from induction who 

completed six years of active service as members of the 

Ready Reserve or National Guard, substituted require-

ment of performance of active duty for training with an 

armed force for not less than twelve consecutive weeks 

during such service for requirement of performance of 

such active duty for not less than four consecutive 

months. 

1971—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(10), (11), in-

serted proviso making subject to registration an alien 

lawfully admitted for permanent residence who by rea-

son of occupational status is subject to adjustment to 

non-immigrant status but who executes a waiver of all 

rights, privileges, exemptions, and immunities which 

would otherwise accrue to him as a result of that occu-

pational status, and granting a deferment from induc-

tion to such alien for so long as such occupational 

status continues, and substituted ‘‘twelve months’’ for 

‘‘eighteen months’’ as the period of requisite service in 

the armed forces of a nation with which the United 

States is associated in mutual defense activities in 

order to gain an exemption from training and service. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(12), substituted 

‘‘section 3805(a) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 3803(i) of this 

title’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(13), struck out 

reference to section 3803(g) of this title. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(14), substituted 

‘‘Secretary of Transportation’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the 

Treasury’’ and ‘‘section 651 of Title 10’’ for ‘‘section 

3803(d)(3) of this title’’. 

Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(15), reflected cre-

ation of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
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tration and transfer to such newly created Administra-

tion of former Coast and Geodetic Survey. 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(16), changed from 

an exemption to a deferment the status to be accorded 

divinity students, with such students to remain liable 

for training and service until their 35th birthday. 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(17), (18), struck out 

provisions formerly designated as par. (1) which had 

covered college student deferments, struck the designa-

tion ‘‘(2)’’ preceding the remaining provisions which 

had theretofore been designated par. (2), and, in such 

provisions, struck out reference to deferments for per-

sons engaged in graduate study. 
Subsec. (i)(1). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(19), substituted 

provisions allowing a postponement of induction for 

high school students for provisions creating a defer-

ment for such students and inserted provisions allow-

ing an additional postponement of induction until the 

end of the academic year for high school students who 

turn 20 during their last year of high school provided 

that they continue to pursue satisfactorily a full-time 

course of instruction. 
Subsec. (i)(2). Pub. L. 91–129, § 101(a)(20), substituted 

provisions allowing a postponement of induction for 

college students for provisions creating a deferment for 

such students and struck out references to previous 

deferments and postponements and to the President’s 

former authority to allow for student deferments. 
Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(21), substituted 

‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘local board pursuant to Presidential 

regulations’’ and inserted sentence charging the Direc-

tor with the responsibility for finding civilian work for 

persons exempted from training and service and for 

their placement in appropriate civilian work. 
Subsec. (o). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(22), inserted provi-

sions for an exemption from training and service during 

a period of time in which the father or a brother or sis-

ter of a person is in a captured or missing status and 

struck out provisions limiting the exemption from 

service provided under this subsection to the sole sur-

viving son of the family. 
1970—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 91–604 inserted ‘‘the Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency,’’ after ‘‘Department of 

Justice,’’. 
1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(5), designated ex-

isting provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Environ-

mental Science Services Administration’’ for ‘‘Coast 

and Geodetic Survey’’, removed commissioned officers, 

warrant officers, pay clerks, enlisted men, aviation ca-

dets, and, while on active duty, members of the reserve 

component, of the Public Health Service from the list 

of enumerated personnel relieved from the registration 

requirement of section 3802 of this title and the train-

ing and service requirement of section 3803 of this title, 

added cadets, United States Air Force Academy, to 

such lists, and inserted proviso that a person in a medi-

cal, dental, or allied specialist category not otherwise 

deferred or exempted under subsec. (a) be liable for reg-

istration, training, and service until the thirty-fifth 

anniversary of the date of his birth, and added par. (2). 
Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(4), gave standby au-

thority to both the Governors of the individual States, 

in the case of the National Guard, and to the President, 

in the case of the other reserve components, to permit 

the voluntary enlistment of registrants into these com-

ponents during the period following their receipt of an 

induction notice and the date required for their actual 

induction, provided that there had previously issued a 

proclamation that the Governor or the President is not 

otherwise able to maintain the personnel strengths of 

the respective components. 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(6), established uniform 

criteria for all undergraduate deferments to continue 

only until a registrant receives a baccalaureate degree, 

fails to pursue a full-time course of instruction satis-

factorily, or reaches the age of 24, whichever occurs 

first, at which point students are required to be ex-

posed to the hazards of induction in the prime age 

group in the same manner as their contemporaries who 

had not been provided student deferments, continued 

the President’s wide latitude in providing deferments 

for graduate students in medicine, dentistry, or other 

subjects deemed essential to the national health, safe-

ty, or interest, continued the President’s authority to 

prescribe areas of deferment based upon occupations or 

professions essential to the national interest, and 

called for greater uniformity in the administration of 

classification criteria for persons subject to induction. 
Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(7), struck out provision 

that religious training and belief stem from the indi-

vidual’s belief in a relation to a Supreme Being involv-

ing duties superior to those arising from any human re-

lationship, and struck out requirement for a hearing by 

the Department of Justice when there is an appeal from 

a local board decision denying conscientious objector 

status. 
1964—Subsec. (o). Pub. L. 88–360 exempted sole surviv-

ing sons from induction in cases where the father was 

killed in action or in line of duty, permitted the sole 

surviving son to volunteer for induction, and termi-

nated the exemption during time of war or national 

emergency thereafter declared by Congress. 
1963—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 88–110, among other 

changes, authorized deferment of persons who prior to 

attaining age 26 and to the issuance of induction orders 

enlisted or accepted appointment in the Ready Reserve 

of any reserve component, Army National Guard, or 

Air National Guard, and served satisfactorily, exempt-

ed such persons from induction after completing 6 

years service and who during such service performed 

active duty for training for not less than 4 consecutive 

months, and struck out provisions which deferred per-

sons who prior to attaining 18 years and 6 months of 

age, and prior to issuance of induction orders, enlisted 

or accepted appointment in any organized unit of the 

National Guard, exempted such persons from training 

and service by reason of subsec. (h) of this section after 

they attained age 28, or who completed 8 years of serv-

ice in such unit and performed active duty for training 

for not less than 3 consecutive months, authorized the 

President to accept enlistments in the Ready Reserve, 

whenever he determined its strength could not be 

maintained at a necessary level for defense, of persons 

who had not attained age 18 years and 6 months, and 

who had not been ordered to report for induction, and 

exempted such persons from liability under subsec. (h) 

of this section after attaining age 28 years, permitted 

volunteers to perform a period of active duty pursuant 

to section 1013 of this title, and exempted such persons 

from induction after serving 8 years in the Ready Re-

serve. 
1962—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 87–536 inserted ‘‘Except as 

provided in paragraph (5),’’ before ‘‘upon the successful 

completion by any person’’ and added par. (5). 
1961—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 87–378, § 1(1), included 

members of the National Guard deferred by clause (A) 

of this paragraph, or any person enlisted or appointed 

in the Ready Reserve of any reserve component other 

than under section 511(b) of Title 10, Armed Forces, the 

Army National Guard or the Air National Guard after 

Oct. 4, 1961, but prior to attaining age 26, who fail to 

serve satisfactorily as a member of their components 

within clause (E) of this paragraph, and struck out ‘‘or 

appointed’’ after ‘‘may provide that any person en-

listed’’. 
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 87–378, § 1(2), substituted ‘‘If, at 

the time of, or subsequent to, such appointment’’ for 

‘‘If, at the time of such appointment’’, changed the pe-

riod of active duty for training in grade, where the 

armed force in which such person is commissioned does 

not require his service on active duty, from 6 months 

to a period of not less than 3 months or more than 6 

months, not including duty performed under section 

270(a) of Title 10, Armed Forces, as is determined to 

qualify such person for a mobilization assignment, and 

substituted the requirement that upon being commis-

sioned and assigned to a reserve component, such per-

son must serve therein, or in a reserve component of 

any other armed force in which he is later appointed, 

for provisions which required such person to be re-
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turned to inactive duty and assigned to an appropriate 

reserve unit upon completion of the required period of 

active duty for training. 
1958—Subsec. (c)(2)(F). Pub. L. 85–722 added subpar. 

(F). 
1957—Subsec. (b)(5)(E). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 6, 9, tempo-

rarily, added subpar. (E). See Effective and Termi-

nation Dates of 1957 Amendment note below. 
Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 85–62, §§ 7, 9, added par. (4). See 

Effective and Termination Dates of 1957 Amendment 

note below. 
1955—Subsec. (a). Act June 30, 1955, § 101(a), exempted 

from training and service, but not from registration, 

those persons who served on active duty for not less 

than 18 months since June 24, 1948 in the armed forces 

of a nation with which the United States is associated 

in mutual defense activities. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Act June 30, 1955, § 101(b), exempted in-

dividuals who have served not less than one year after 

September 16, 1940, or who were discharged after such 

date for the convenience of the Government and had 

served not less than six months, or who served not less 

than twenty-four months in the Public Health Service 

or in the Coast and Geodetic Survey. 
Subsec. (c)(2). Act Aug. 9, 1955, § 3(b), exempted from 

induction persons who have completed eight years of 

satisfactory service as members of an organized unit of 

the National Guard, with a minimum of not less than 

three consecutive months of active duty for training, 

and added cls. (C), (D), and (E). 
Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Act June 30, 1955, § 101(c), inserted 

provisions to exempt persons from liability for induc-

tion after attaining age 28. 
Subsec. (d)(1). Act Aug. 9, 1955, § 3(c), deferred from in-

duction any person who agrees to remain a member of 

a regular or reserve component until the sixth anniver-

sary of the receipt of a commission, provided that all 

qualified graduates must be tendered a commission in 

the appropriate reserve component, and permitted ac-

tive duty for training for a period of six months upon 

completion of which he must serve in the component in 

which appointed until the eighth anniversary of the re-

ceipt of the commission. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Act Aug. 9, 1955, § 3(d), permitted defer-

ment of commissioned officers who perform satisfac-

tory service in an appropriate unit of the Ready Re-

serve. 
Subsec. (h). Act June 30, 1955, § 101(d), provided that 

determination of deferment shall not be based on exist-

ence of a shortage or a surplus of any agricultural com-

modity. 
1951—Subsec. (a). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(l), exempted 

Naval reserve midshipmen attending merchant marine 

schools and students enrolled in military colleges 

which have approved ROTC courses from registration 

and induction. 
Subsec. (c). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(m), substituted 

‘‘February 1, 1941’’ for ‘‘the effective date of this title’’ 

in par. (1), inserted ‘‘prior to the determination by the 

Secretary of Defense that adequate trained personnel 

are available to the National Guard to enable it to 

maintain its strength authorized by current appropria-

tions, and prior to the issuance of orders for him to re-

port for induction’’ after ‘‘six months’’ in par. (2)(A), 

and inserted ‘‘, paragraph (1) of this subsection’’ after 

‘‘subsection (b)’’ in par. (2)(B). 
Subsec. (d). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(n), continued defer-

ments to ROTC members but increased their period of 

service from 2 years to 6 years after receiving their 

commission (including 2 years active duty or 3 years 

active duty if financial assistance is received), author-

ized establishment of other training programs, and pro-

vided for the President’s deferment power. 
Subsec. (h). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(o), removed the 

President’s authority to defer married men who have 

no dependents other than a wife solely on a basis of 

such marriage unless extreme hardship is involved, per-

mitted the induction of persons now deferred until the 

thirty-fifth anniversary of their birth should the basis 

for deferment terminate after their 26th birthday, and 

inserted ‘‘dental, optometric, osteopathic, and chiro-

practic’’ to list of endeavors which may be considered 

for deferment purposes. 

Subsec. (i). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(p), authorized defer-

ment of high school and college students in lieu of post-

ponement of induction in order to give them an oppor-

tunity to enlist in the branch of service of their choice 

during such deferment period. 

Subsec. (j). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(q), substituted ‘‘in 

lieu of such induction, be ordered by his local board, 

subject to such regulations as the President may pre-

scribe, to perform for a period equal to the period pre-

scribed in section 3803(b) of this title such civilian work 

contributing to the maintenance of the national 

health, safety, or interest as the local board may deem 

appropriate and any such person who knowingly fails 

or neglects to obey any such order from his local board 

shall be deemed, for the purposes of section 3811 of this 

title, to have knowingly failed or neglected to perform 

a duty required of him under this title’’ for ‘‘be de-

ferred’’ in third sentence, and ‘‘he shall in lieu of such 

induction be ordered by his local board, subject to such 

regulations as the President may prescribe, to perform 

for a period equal to the period prescribed in section 

3803(b) of this title such civilian work contributing to 

the maintenance of the national health, safety, or in-

terest as the local board may deem appropriate and any 

such person who knowingly fails or neglects to obey 

any such order from his local board shall be deemed, for 

the purposes of section 3811 of this title, to have know-

ingly failed or neglected to perform a duty required of 

him under this title’’ for ‘‘he shall be deferred’’ in sev-

enth sentence. 

1950—Subsec. (b)(2). Act Sept. 27, 1950, struck out of 

subpars. (A) and (B) ‘‘or the Coast Guard’’, ‘‘(or the 

Coast Guard)’’, and ‘‘or in the Coast Guard’’ wherever 

appearing. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

References to Naval Reserve, other than references to 

Naval Reserve regarding the United States Naval Re-

serve Retired List, deemed to refer to Navy Reserve, 

see section 515(h) of Pub. L. 109–163, set out as a note 

under section 10101 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 

transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 

Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 

107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–337 effective Dec. 1, 1994, 

except as otherwise provided, see section 1691 of Pub. L. 

103–337, set out as an Effective Date note under section 

10001 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–584, § 3(b), Dec. 23, 1980, 94 Stat. 3377, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (a) 

[amending this section] shall apply only to persons or-

dered to active duty for training after the effective 

date of this Act [Dec. 23, 1980].’’ 

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1957 

AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–62 to take effect on July 1, 

1957, and terminate on July 1, 1973, see section 9 of Pub. 

L. 85–62, set out as a note under section 3803 of this 

title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION; REPEAL OF COLLEGE STUDENT 

DEFERMENT 

Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(b), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 

354, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding the repeal of sec-

tion 6(h)(1) of the Military Selective Service Act of 1967 

[50 U.S.C. 3806(h)(1)] made by subsection (a)(17) of this 
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section, any person (1) who is satisfactorily pursuing a 

full-time course of instruction at a college, university, 

or similar institution of higher learning, (2) who met 

the academic requirements of a student deferment pre-

scribed in such section 6(h)(1), and (3) who was satisfac-

torily pursuing such a full-time course prior to the date 

of enactment of this Act [Sept. 28, 1971] and during the 

1970–1971 regular academic school year shall be deferred 

from induction for training and service in the Armed 

Forces under the same terms and conditions such per-

son would have been deferred under the provisions of 

such section 6(h)(1) had such provision not been re-

pealed.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 
Coast Guard transferred to Department of Transpor-

tation, and functions, powers, and duties relating to 

Coast Guard of Secretary of the Treasury and of all 

other officers and offices of Department of the Treas-

ury transferred to Secretary of Transportation by Pub. 

L. 89–670, § 6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938. Section 

6(b)(2) of Pub. L. 89–670, however, provided that not-

withstanding such transfer of functions, Coast Guard 

shall operate as part of Navy in time of war or when 

President directs as provided in former section 3 (now 

103) of Title 14, Coast Guard. 
For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Treasury, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Treasury with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out 

in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. Functions of Coast Guard, and Com-

mandant of Coast Guard, excepted from transfer when 

Coast Guard is operating as part of Navy under former 

sections 1 and 3 (now 101 and 103) of Title 14, Coast 

Guard. 
Environmental Science Services Administration in 

Department of Commerce, including offices of Adminis-

trator and Deputy Administrator thereof, abolished by 

Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 

84 Stat. 2090, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees, which created Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in De-

partment of Commerce and transferred personnel, prop-

erty, records, and unexpended balances of funds of En-

vironmental Science Services Administration to such 

newly created National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration. Components of Environmental Science 

Services Administration thus transferred included 

Weather Bureau [now National Weather Service], Coast 

and Geodetic Survey [now National Ocean Survey], En-

vironmental Data Service, National Environmental 

Satellite Center, and ESSA Research Laboratories. 
In order to implement the provisions of Reorganiza-

tion Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 

Stat. 2090, the following organizational names appear-

ing in chapter IX of subtitle B of Title 15, Code of Fed-

eral Regulations, which covers administration of Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, were 

changed by order of Acting Associate Administrator, 35 

F.R. 19249, Dec. 19, 1970, as follows: Environmental 

Science Services Administration to National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (ESSA to NOAA); 

Coast and Geodetic Survey to National Ocean Survey; 

and Weather Bureau to National Weather Service. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey consolidated with Na-

tional Weather Bureau in 1965 to form Environmental 

Science Services Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2 

of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318. Envi-

ronmental Science Services Administration abolished 

in 1970 and its personnel, property, records, etc., trans-

ferred to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-

tration by Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 

F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090. By order of Acting Associate 

Administrator of National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, 35 F.R. 19249, Dec. 19, 1970, Coast and 

Geodetic Survey redesignated National Ocean Survey. 

See notes set out under section 311 of Title 15, Com-

merce and Trade. 
Functions of Public Health Service, Surgeon General 

of Public Health Service, and all other officers and em-

ployees of Public Health Service, and functions of all 

agencies of or in Public Health Service transferred to 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare by Reorg. 

Plan No. 3 of 1966, eff. June 25, 1966, 31 F.R. 8855, 80 Stat. 

1610, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. Secretary of Health, Edu-

cation, and Welfare redesignated Secretary of Health 

and Human Services by section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-

cation. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of President delegated to Director of Se-

lective Service concerning establishment, implementa-

tion, and administration of program for return of Viet-

nam era draft evaders and military deserters, see Ex. 

Ord. No. 11804, Sept. 16, 1974, 39 F.R. 33299, set out under 

section 3811 of this title. 

DISCHARGE OF SURVIVING SONS 

Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(d), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 

354, provided that: 
‘‘(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this 

subsection any surviving son or sons of a family who 

(A) were inducted into the Armed Forces under the 

Military Selective Service Act of 1967 [now the Military 

Selective Service Act, see References in Text note set 

out under section 3801 of this title], (B) have not reen-

listed or otherwise voluntarily extended their period of 

active duty in the Armed Forces, and (C) are serving on 

active duty with the Armed Forces on or after the date 

of enactment of this subsection [Sept. 28, 1971], and 

such son or sons could not, if they were not in the 

Armed Forces, be involuntarily inducted into military 

service under the Military Selective Service Act as a 

result of the amendment made by paragraph (22) of sub-

section (a) of this section [amending this section], such 

surviving son or sons shall, upon application, be 

promptly discharged from the Armed Forces. 
‘‘(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) of this subsection 

shall not apply in the case of any member of the Armed 

Forces against whom court-martial charges are pend-

ing, or in the case of any member who has been tried 

and convicted by a court-martial for an offense and 

whose case is being reviewed or appealed, or in the case 

of any member who has been tried and convicted by a 

court-martial for an offense and who is serving a sen-

tence (or otherwise satisfying punishment) imposed by 

such court-martial, until final action (including com-

pletion of any punishment imposed pursuant to such 

court-martial) has been completed with respect to such 

charges, review, or appeal, or until the sentence has 

been served (or until any other punishment imposed 

has been satisfied), as the case may be. The President 

shall have authority to implement the provisions of 

this subsection by regulations. 
‘‘(3) Notwithstanding the amendment made by para-

graph (22) of subsection (a) of this section [amending 

this section], except during the period of a war or a na-

tional emergency declared by Congress, the sole surviv-

ing son of any family in which the father or one or 

more sons or daughters thereof were killed in action 

before January 1, 1960, or died in line of duty before 

January 1, 1960, while serving in the Armed Forces of 

the United States, or died subsequent to such date as a 

result of injuries received or disease incurred before 

such date during such service shall not be inducted 

under the Military Selective Service Act [see Ref-

erences in Text note set out under section 3801 of this 

title] unless he volunteers for induction.’’ 
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PRIOR OBLIGATED SERVICE 

Pub. L. 88–110, § 5, Sept. 3, 1963, 77 Stat. 136, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section, section 3812 of 
this title and sections 270 and 12103 of Title 10, Armed 
Forces, and repealing section 1013 of this title] shall 
not affect any term of obligated service incurred before 
the effective date of this Act [Sept. 3, 1963]. In addition, 
the enactment of this Act [Sept. 3, 1963] shall not in-
crease the minimum period of active duty or active 
duty for training that is required on the day before the 
effective date of this Act to earn an exemption from 
training and service under the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 
451 et seq.) [now 50 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.], in the case of 
persons who entered the Armed Forces before the effec-
tive date of this Act.’’ 

PROGRAM FOR RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS 
AND MILITARY DESERTERS 

Proc. No. 4313, Sept. 16, 1974, 39 F.R. 33293, 88 Stat. 
2504, set out under section 3811 of this title, provided for 
a program for return of Vietnam era draft evaders and 
military deserters. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11803 

Ex. Ord. No. 11803, Sept. 16, 1974, 39 F.R. 33297, set out 
under section 3811 of this title, provided for review by 
Clemency Board of convictions of violations under sub-
sec. (j) of this section. 

EX. ORD. NO. 10028. DEFINITION OF NONCOMBATANT 
SERVICE AND NONCOMBATANT TRAINING 

Ex. Ord. No. 10028, Jan. 13, 1949, 14 F.R. 211, provided: 
1. The term ‘‘noncombatant service’’ shall mean (a) 

service in any unit of the armed forces which is un-
armed at all times; (b) service in the medical depart-
ment of any of the armed forces, wherever performed; 
or (c) any other assignment the primary function of 
which does not require the use of arms in combat; pro-
vided that such other assignment is acceptable to the 
individual concerned and does not require him to bear 
arms or to be trained in their use. 

2. The term ‘‘noncombatant training’’ shall mean any 
training which is not concerned with the study, use, or 
handling of arms or weapons. 

HARRY S TRUMAN. 

§ 3807. Bounties for induction; substitutes; pur-
chase of release 

No bounty may be paid to induce any person 
to be inducted into an armed force. A clothing 
allowance authorized by law is not a bounty for 
the purposes of this section. No person liable for 
training and service under this Act may furnish 
a substitute for that training or service. No per-
son may be enlisted, inducted, or appointed in 
an armed force as a substitute for another. No 
person liable for training and service under sec-
tion 3803 of this title may escape that training 
and service or be discharged before the end of 
his period of training and service by paying 
money or any other valuable thing as consider-
ation for his release from that training and serv-
ice or liability therefor. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 8, 62 Stat. 614; 
Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 22(d), 70A Stat. 630.) 

TERMINATION OF INDUCTION FOR TRAINING AND 
SERVICE 

For provisions relating to termination of in-

duction for training and service in the Armed 

Forces after July 1, 1973, see section 3815(c) of 

this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is act June 24, 1948, ch. 

625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selective Serv-

ice Act. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see References in Text note set out under section 

3801 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 458 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

Section 8 of act June 24, 1948, 62 Stat. 614, cited as a 

credit to this section, was repealed by act Aug. 10, 1956, 

ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641, 678, and provisions thereof 

(as applicable to induction) were restated in this sec-

tion by section 22(d) of act Aug. 10, 1956. Provisions of 

such section 8 (less applicability to induction) were re-

stated by first section of act Aug. 10, 1956, as section 514 

of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

AMENDMENTS 

1956—Act Aug. 10, 1956, struck out provisions which 

prohibited payment of any bounty to induce any person 

to enlist into Armed Forces. See section 514 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

§ 3808. Separation from service 

(a) Certificate recording proficiency and merit; 
physical examination 

Any person inducted into the armed forces 
under this chapter for training and service, who, 
in the judgment of those in authority over him, 
satisfactorily completes his period of training 
and service under section 3803(b) of this title 
shall be entitled to a certificate to that effect 
upon the completion of such period of training 
and service, which shall include a record of any 
special proficiency or merit attained. In addi-
tion, each such person who is inducted into the 
armed forces under this chapter for training and 
service shall be given a physical examination at 
the beginning of such training and service, and 
upon the completion of his period of training 
and service under this chapter, each such person 
shall be given another physical examination 
and, upon his written request, shall be given a 
statement of physical condition by the Sec-
retary concerned: Provided, That such statement 
shall not contain any reference to mental or 
other conditions which in the judgment of the 
Secretary concerned would prove injurious to 
the physical or mental health of the person to 
whom it pertains: Provided further, That, if upon 
completion of training and service under this 
chapter, such person continues on active duty 
without an interruption of more than seventy- 
two hours as a member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States, a physical examination upon 
completion of such training and service shall 
not be required unless it is requested by such 
person, or the medical authorities of the Armed 
Force concerned determine that the physical ex-
amination is warranted. 

(b) Right to vote; manner; poll tax 

Any person inducted into the armed forces for 
training and service under this chapter shall, 
during the period of such service, be permitted 
to vote in person or by absentee ballot in any 
general, special, or primary election occurring 
in the State of which he is a resident, whether 
he is within or outside such State at the time of 
such election, if under the laws of such State he 
is otherwise entitled so to vote in such election; 
but nothing in this subsection shall be construed 
to require granting to any such person a leave of 
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absence or furlough for longer than one day in 
order to permit him to vote in person in any 
such election. No person inducted into, or en-
listed in, the armed forces for training and serv-
ice under this chapter shall, during the period of 
such service, as a condition of voting in any 
election for President, Vice President, electors 
for President or Vice President, or for Senator 
or Member of the House of Representatives, be 
required to pay any poll tax or other tax or 
make any other payment to any State or politi-
cal subdivision thereof. 

(c) Reports on separated personnel 

The Secretary of a military department, and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security with re-
spect to the Coast Guard, shall furnish to the 
Selective Service System hereafter established a 
report of separation for each person separated 
from active duty. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 9, 62 Stat. 614; 
Sept. 27, 1950, ch. 1059, § 1(7)–(10), 64 Stat. 1074; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(s), 65 Stat. 86; 
July 12, 1955, ch. 327, 69 Stat. 295; July 9, 1956, ch. 
523, § 1, 70 Stat. 509; Pub. L. 86–632, § 1, July 12, 
1960, 74 Stat. 467; Pub. L. 87–391, Oct. 4, 1961, 75 
Stat. 821; Pub. L. 90–491, § 1, Aug. 17, 1968, 82 
Stat. 790; Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(23), Sept. 
28, 1971, 85 Stat. 351; Pub. L. 93–508, title IV, § 405, 
Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 1600; Pub. L. 107–296, title 
XVII, § 1704(e)(11)(D), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 
2315.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), was 

in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 

24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified prin-

cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 

title I to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 459 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘Sec-

retary of a military department, and the Secretary of 

Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard,’’ 

for ‘‘Secretaries of Army, Navy, Air Force, or Trans-

portation’’. 
1974—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 93–508, § 405(1), (2), re-

designated subsecs. (i) and (j) as (b) and (c), respec-

tively. Former subsecs. (b) and (c), relating to reem-

ployment rights and consideration of training and serv-

ice in the armed forces as furlough or leave of absence, 

were struck out. 
Subsecs. (d) to (h). Pub. L. 93–508, § 405(1), repealed 

subsecs. (d) to (h) relating to jurisdiction of district 

courts to enforce compliance with the reemployment 

provisions, legal assistance by United States attorneys 

to claimants of reemployment benefits, reemployment 

by Federal Government, priority of rights to reemploy-

ment, and reemployment benefits to persons enlisting 

or called to active duty. 
Subsecs. (i), (j). Pub. L. 93–508, § 405(2), redesignated 

subsecs. (i) and (j) as (b) and (c), respectively. 
1971—Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 92–129 substituted ‘‘or Trans-

portation’’ for ‘‘or Treasury’’. 
1968—Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 90–491, § 1(1), added par. 

(3). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 90–491, § 1(2), included cases where 

any private employer fails or refuses to comply with 

provisions of subsec. (c)(3) of this section. 
Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 90–491, § 1(3), substituted ‘‘does 

not exceed five years, provided that the service in ex-

cess of four years after August 1, 1961, is at the request 

and for the convenience of the Federal Government’’ 

for ‘‘does not exceed four years’’. 

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 90–491, § 1(4), designated exist-

ing provisions as par. (A) and added par. (B). 

1961—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 87–391 permitted four 

years service after Aug. 1, 1961, in addition to four 

years service between June 24, 1948, and Aug. 1, 1961, 

without loss of reemployment rights. 

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 87–391 permitted four years 

service after Aug. 1, 1961, in addition to four years serv-

ice between June 24, 1948, and Aug. 1, 1961, without loss 

of reemployment rights. 

Subsec. (g)(4). Pub. L. 87–391 struck out requirement 

that persons who are rejected for military service must 

have requested a leave of absence from their employers 

for purpose of determining their physical fitness to 

enter Armed Forces in order to insure reemployment 

rights. 

Subsec. (g)(5), (6). Pub. L. 87–391 added par. (5) and re-

designated former par. (5) as (6). 

1960—Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 86–632, § 1(1), inserted 

‘‘and other than for training’’ after ‘‘physical fitness’’ 

in parenthetical phrase. 

Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 86–632, § 1(2), substituted the ex-

isting reemployment provisions for provisions granting 

a leave of absence to perform training duty or to be ex-

amined to determine fitness to enter the armed forces 

and requiring application for reinstatement to be made 

within thirty days following release from training duty 

or rejection for service. 

Subsec. (g)(4), (5). Pub. L. 86–632, § 1(3), added pars. (4) 

and (5). 

1956—Subsec. (d). Act July 9, 1956, inserted reference 

to subsection (g) of this section. 

1955—Subsec. (a). Act July 12, 1955, inserted proviso 

removing requirement for a final physical examination 

for inductees who continue on active duty in another 

status in the Armed Forces. 

1951—Subsec. (g). Act June 19, 1951, clarified reem-

ployment rights with respect to restoration to a posi-

tion of like seniority, status, and pay. 

1950—Subsec. (g)(1). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(7), struck 

out ‘‘or the Coast Guard (other than a reserve compo-

nent)’’ and ‘‘or the Coast Guard’’ after ‘‘(other than in 

a reserve component)’’. 

Subsec. (g)(2). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(8), struck out 

‘‘, the Coast Guard’’ after ‘‘United States’’. 

Subsec. (h). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(9), struck out ‘‘, the 

Coast Guard’’ after ‘‘United States’’. 

Subsec. (j). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(10), struck out ‘‘or’’ 

after ‘‘Navy’’ and inserted ‘‘, or Treasury’’ after ‘‘Air 

Force’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 

transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 

Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 

107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–508 effective Dec. 3, 1974, 

see section 503 of Pub. L. 93–508, set out as a note under 

section 3452 of Title 38, Veterans’ Benefits. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1960 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 86–632, § 3, July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 468, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section and section 1013 

of this title] shall take effect upon the expiration of 

sixty days from the date of its enactment [July 12, 

1960].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Act July 9, 1956, ch. 523, § 2, 70 Stat. 509, provided that: 

‘‘The amendment made by the first section of this Act 

[amending this section] shall take effect as of June 19, 

1951.’’ 
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§ 3809. Selective Service System 

(a) Establishment; construction; appointment of 
Director; termination and reestablishment of 
Office of Selective Service Records 

(1) There is established in the executive 
branch of the Government an agency to be 
known as the Selective Service System, and a 
Director of Selective Service who shall be the 
head thereof. 

(2) The Selective Service System shall include 
a national headquarters, at least one State 
headquarters in each State, Territory, and pos-
session of the United States, and in the District 
of Columbia, and the local boards, appeal 
boards, and other agencies provided for in sub-
section (b)(3) of this section. 

(3) The Director shall be appointed by the 
President. 

(4) The functions of the Office of Selective 
Service Records (established by the Act of 
March 31, 1947) and of the Director of the Office 
of Selective Service Records are transferred to 
the Selective Service System and the Director 
of Selective Service, respectively. The person-
nel, property, records, and unexpended balances 
(available or to be made available) of appropria-
tions, allocations, and other funds of the Office 
of Selective Service Records are transferred to 
the Selective Service System. The Office of Se-
lective Service Records shall cease to exist upon 
the taking effect of the provisions of this chap-
ter: Provided, That, effective upon the termi-
nation of this chapter and notwithstanding such 
termination in other respects, (A) the said Office 
of Selective Service Records is reestablished on 
the same basis and with the same functions as 
obtained prior to June 24, 1948, (B) said reestab-
lished Office shall be responsible for liquidating 
any other outstanding affairs of the Selective 
Service System, and (C) the personnel, property, 
records, and unexpended balances (available or 
to be made available) of appropriations, alloca-
tions, and other funds of the Selective Service 
System shall be transferred to such reestab-
lished Office of Selective Service Records. 

(b) Administrative provisions 

The President is authorized to undertake the 
following: 

(1) To prescribe the necessary rules and reg-
ulations to carry out the provisions of this 
chapter. 

(2) To appoint, upon recommendation of the 
respective governor or comparable executive 
official, a State director of the Selective Serv-
ice System for each headquarters in each 
State, Territory, and possession of the United 
States and for the District of Columbia, who 
shall represent the governor and be in imme-
diate charge of the state headquarters of the 
Selective Service System: Provided, That no 
State director shall serve concurrently in an 
elected or appointed position of a State or 
local government; to employ such number of 
civilians, and, subject to subsection (e), to 
order to active duty with their consent and to 
assign to the Selective Service System such 
officers of the selective-service section of the 
State headquarters and headquarters detach-
ments and such other officers of the federally 

recognized National Guard of the United 
States or other armed forces personnel (in-
cluding personnel of the reserve components 
thereof), as may be necessary for the adminis-
tration of the national and of the several 
State headquarters of the Selective Service 
System. 

(3) To create and establish within the Selec-
tive Service System civilian local boards, ci-
vilian appeal boards, and such other civilian 
agencies, including agencies of appeal, as may 
be necessary to carry out its functions with 
respect to the registration, examination, clas-
sification, selection, assignment, delivery for 
induction, and maintenance of records of per-
sons registered under this chapter, together 
with such other duties as may be assigned 
under this chapter: Provided, That no person 
shall be disqualified from serving as a coun-
selor to registrants, including service as Gov-
ernment appeal agent, because of his member-
ship in a Reserve component of the Armed 
Forces. He shall create and establish one or 
more local boards in each county or political 
subdivision corresponding thereto of each 
State, territory, and possession of the United 
States, and in the District of Columbia. The 
local board and/or its staff shall perform their 
official duties only within the county or polit-
ical subdivision corresponding thereto for 
which the local board is established, or in the 
case of an intercounty board, within the area 
for which such board is established, except 
that the staffs of local boards in more than 
one county of a State or comparable jurisdic-
tion may be collocated or one staff may serve 
local boards in more than one county of a 
State or comparable jurisdiction when such 
action is approved by the Governor or com-
parable executive official or officials. Each 
local board shall consist of three or more 
members to be appointed by the President 
from recommendations made by the respective 
Governors or comparable executive officials. 
In making such appointments after September 
28, 1971, the President is requested to appoint 
the membership of each local board so that to 
the maximum extent practicable it is propor-
tionately representative of the race and na-
tional origin of those registrants within its ju-
risdiction, but no action by any local board 
shall be declared invalid on the ground that 
any board failed to conform to any particular 
quota as to race or national origin. No citizen 
shall be denied membership on any local board 
or appeal board on account of sex. After De-
cember 31, 1971, no person shall serve on any 
local board or appeal board who has served on 
any local board or appeal board for a period of 
more than 20 years. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this paragraph, an inter-
county local board consisting of at least one 
member from each component county or cor-
responding subdivision may, with the approval 
of the Governor or comparable executive offi-
cial or officials, be established for an area not 
exceeding five counties or political subdivi-
sions corresponding thereto within a State or 
comparable jurisdiction when the President 
determines, after considering the public inter-
est involved, that the establishment of such 
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local board area will result in a more efficient 
and economical operation. Any such inter-
county local board shall have within its area 
the same power and jurisdiction as a local 
board has in its area. A local board may in-
clude among its members any citizen other-
wise qualified under Presidential regulations, 
provided he is at least eighteen years of age. 
No member of any local board shall be a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
but each member of any local board shall be a 
civilian who is a citizen of the United States 
residing in the county or political subdivision 
corresponding thereto in which such local 
board has jurisdiction, and each intercounty 
local board shall have at least one member 
from each county or political subdivision cor-
responding thereto included within the inter-
county local board area. Such local boards, or 
separate panels thereof each consisting of 
three or more members, shall, under rules and 
regulations prescribed by the President, have 
the power within the respective jurisdictions 
of such local boards to hear and determine, 
subject to the right of appeal to the appeal 
boards herein authorized, all questions or 
claims with respect to inclusion for, or exemp-
tion or deferment from, training and service 
under this chapter, of all individuals within 
the jurisdiction of such local boards. The deci-
sions of such local board shall be final, except 
where an appeal is authorized and is taken in 
accordance with such rules and regulations as 
the President may prescribe. There shall be 
not less than one appeal board located within 
the area of each Federal judicial district in 
the United States and within each Territory 
and possession of the United States, and such 
additional separate panels thereof, as may be 
prescribed by the President. Appeal boards 
within the Selective Service System shall be 
composed of civilians who are citizens of the 
United States and who are not members of the 
armed forces. The decision of such appeal 
boards shall be final in cases before them on 
appeal unless modified or changed by the 
President. The President, upon appeal or upon 
his own motion, shall have power to determine 
all claims or questions with respect to inclu-
sion for, or exemption or deferment from 
training and service under this chapter, and 
the determination of the President shall be 
final. No judicial review shall be made of the 
classification or processing of any registrant 
by local boards, appeal boards, or the Presi-
dent, except as a defense to a criminal pros-
ecution instituted under section 3811 of this 
title, after the registrant has responded either 
affirmatively or negatively to an order to re-
port for induction or for civilian work in the 
case of a registrant determined to be opposed 
to participation in war in any form: Provided, 
That such review shall go to the question of 
the jurisdiction herein reserved to local 
boards, appeal boards, and the President only 
when there is no basis in fact for the classi-
fication assigned to such registrant. No person 
who is a civilian officer, member, agent, or 
employee of the Office of Selective Service 
Records or the Selective Service System, or of 
any local board or appeal board or other agen-

cy of such Office or System, shall be excepted 
from registration or deferred or exempted 
from training and service, as provided for in 
this chapter, by reason of his status as such ci-
vilian officer, member, agent, or employee. 

(4) To appoint, and to fix, in accordance with 
the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III 
of chapter 53 of title 5, relating to classifica-
tion and General Schedule pay rates, the basic 
pay of such officers, agents, and employees as 
he may deem necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this chapter, however, any officer of 
the armed forces or any officer or employee of 
any department or agency of the United 
States who may be assigned or detailed to any 
office or position to carry out the provisions 
of this chapter (except to offices or positions 
on local boards or appeal boards established or 
created pursuant to subsection (b)(3)) may 
serve in and perform the functions of such of-
fice or position without loss of or prejudice to 
his status as such officer in the armed forces 
or as such officer or employee in any depart-
ment or agency of the United States. 

(5) To utilize the services of any or all de-
partments and any and all officers or agents of 
the United States, and to accept the services 
of all officers and agents of the several States, 
Territories, and possessions, and subdivisions 
thereof, and the District of Columbia, and of 
private welfare organizations, in the execution 
of this chapter. 

(6) To purchase such printing, binding, and 
blank-book work from public, commercial, or 
private printing establishments or binderies 
upon orders placed by the Director of the Gov-
ernment Publishing Office or upon waivers is-
sued in accordance with section 504 of title 44, 
and to obtain by purchase, loan, or gift such 
equipment and supplies for the Selective Serv-
ice System, as he may deem necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this chapter, with 
or without advertising or formal contract. 

(7) To prescribe eligibility, rules, and regula-
tions governing the release for service in the 
armed forces, or for any other special service 
established pursuant to this chapter, of any 
person convicted of a violation of any of the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(8) Subject to the availability of funds ap-
propriated for such purpose, to procure such 
space as he may deem necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this chapter and the Act of 
March 31, 1947. 

(9) Subject to the availability of funds ap-
propriated for such purposes, to determine the 
location of such additional temporary instal-
lations as he may deem essential; to utilize 
and enlarge such existing installations; to 
construct, install, and equip, and to complete 
the construction, installation, and equipment 
of such buildings, structures, utilities, and ap-
purtenances (including the necessary grading 
and removal, repair or remodeling of existing 
structures and installations), as may be nec-
essary to carry out the provisions of this chap-
ter; and, in order to accomplish the purpose of 
this chapter, to acquire lands, and rights per-
taining thereto, or other interests therein, for 
temporary use thereof, by donation or lease, 
and to prosecute construction thereon prior to 
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1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

the approval of the chapter by the Attorney 
General as required by sections 3111 and 3112 of 
title 40. 

(10) Subject to the availability of funds ap-
propriated for such purposes, to utilize, in 
order to provide and furnish such services as 
may be deemed necessary or expedient to ac-
complish the purposes of this chapter, such 
personnel of the armed forces and of Reserve 
components thereof with their consent, and 
such civilian personnel, as may be necessary. 
For the purposes of this chapter, the provi-
sions of section 14 of the Federal Employees’ 
Pay Act of 1946 (Public Law 390, Seventy-ninth 
Congress) with respect to the maximum limi-
tations as to the number of civilian employees 
shall not be applicable to the Department of 
the Army, the Department of the Navy, or the 
Department of the Air Force. 

(c) Delegation of President’s authority 

The President is authorized to delegate any 
authority vested in him under this chapter, and 
to provide for the subdelegation of any such au-
thority. 

(d) Acceptance of gifts and voluntary services 

In the administration of this chapter, gifts of 
supplies, equipment, and voluntary services may 
be accepted. 

(e) Assignment of armed forces personnel 

The total number of armed forces personnel 
assigned to the Selective Service System under 
subsection (b)(2) at any time may not be less 
than the number of such personnel determined 
by the Director of Selective Service to be nec-
essary, but not to exceed 745 persons, except 
that the President may assign additional armed 
forces personnel to the Selective Service System 
during a time of war or a national emergency 
declared by Congress or the President. 

(f) Settlement of travel claims, etc. 

The Director is authorized to make final set-
tlement of individual claims, for amounts not 
exceeding $500, for travel and other expenses of 
uncompensated personnel of the Office of Selec-
tive Service Records, or the Selective Service 
System, incurred while in the performance of of-
ficial duties, without regard to other provisions 
of law governing the travel of civilian employees 
of the Federal Government. 

(g) Reports to Congress 

The Director of Selective Service shall submit 
to the Congress annually a written report cover-
ing the operation of the Selective Service Sys-
tem and such report shall include, by States, in-
formation as to the number of persons reg-
istered under this Act; the number of persons in-
ducted in to the military service under this Act; 
and the number of deferments granted under 
this Act and the basis for such deferments; and 
such other specific kinds of information as the 
Congress may from time to time request. 

(h) Maintenance of System after institution of all 
volunteer program for meeting manpower 
needs 

The Selective Service system 1 shall be main-
tained as an active standby organization, with 

(1) a complete registration and classification 
structure capable of immediate operation in the 
event of a national emergency (including a 
structure for registration and classification of 
persons qualified for practice or employment in 
a health care occupation essential to the main-
tenance of the Armed Forces), and (2) personnel 
adequate to reinstitute immediately the full op-
eration of the System, including military re-
servists who are trained to operate such System 
and who can be ordered to active duty for such 
purpose in the event of a national emergency. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 10, 62 Stat. 618; 
Oct. 28, 1949, ch. 782, title XI, § 1106(a), 63 Stat. 
972; June 30, 1950, ch. 445, § 3, 64 Stat. 319; Sept. 
27, 1950, ch. 1059, § 3(b), 64 Stat. 1074; June 19, 
1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(u), 65 Stat. 87; Pub. L. 
90–40, § 1(8)–(10), June 30, 1967, 81 Stat. 104, 105; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(24)–(29), Sept. 28, 
1971, 85 Stat. 351, 352; Pub. L. 93–176, § 3, Dec. 5, 
1973, 87 Stat. 693; Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 507(d), 
Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2919; Pub. L. 97–60, title II, 
§ 208, Oct. 14, 1981, 95 Stat. 1008; Pub. L. 98–473, 
title II, § 234, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2031; Pub. L. 
100–180, div. A, title VII, § 715, Dec. 4, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1113; Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title X, § 1091, 
Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1486; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, 
title IV, § 414, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2508; Pub. 
L. 107–314, div. A, title X, § 1062(o)(2), Dec. 2, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2652; Pub. L. 112–166, § 2(c)(3), Aug. 10, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1284; Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title 
X, § 1076(l), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1956; Pub. L. 
113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(d), Dec. 16, 2014, 128 
Stat. 2537.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) to (d), was in 

the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally 

to this chapter. For complete classification of title I to 

the Code, see Tables. 
The Act of March 31, 1947, referred to in subsecs. (a)(4) 

and (b)(8), is act Mar. 31, 1947, ch. 26, 61 Stat. 31, which 

is classified as a note under this section. 
Section 14 of the Federal Employees’ Pay Act of 1946 

(Public Law 390, Seventy-ninth Congress), referred to in 

subsec. (b)(10), is section 14 of act May 24, 1946, ch. 270, 

60 Stat. 219, which amended section 947 of former Title 

5, Executive Departments and Government Officers and 

Employees, prior to repeal by act Sept. 12, 1950, ch. 946, 

title III, § 301(85), 64 Stat. 843. 
This Act, referred to in subsec. (g), is act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selec-

tive Service Act. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see References in Text note set out 

under section 3801 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 460 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 
In subsec. (b)(9), ‘‘sections 3111 and 3112 of title 40’’ 

substituted for ‘‘section 355, Revised Statutes, as 

amended’’ on authority of Pub. L. 107–217, § 5(c), Aug. 

21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, the first section of which enacted 

Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 112–239, § 1076(l), made 

technical amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 

112–166, § 2(c)(3). See 2012 Amendment note below. 
2012—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 112–166, § 2(c)(3), as 

amended by Pub. L. 112–239, § 1076(l), struck out ‘‘, by 

and with the advice and consent of the Senate’’ before 

period at end. 



Page 812 TITLE 50—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE § 3809 

2002—Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 107–314 substituted ‘‘the 

Act of March 31, 1947’’ for ‘‘Public Law 26, Eightieth 

Congress, approved March 31, 1947, by lease pursuant to 

existing statutes, except that the provisions of the Act 

of June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 412), as amended by section 15 

of the Act of March 3, 1933 (47 Stat. 1517), shall not 

apply to any lease entered into under the authority of 

this chapter’’. 
1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘authorized to undertake the following:’’ for 

‘‘authorized—’’ in introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(b)(2), (4), sub-

stituted ‘‘To’’ for ‘‘to’’ at beginning and a period for a 

semicolon at end. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(a)(1), (b)(2), (4), 

substituted ‘‘To’’ for ‘‘to’’ at beginning, inserted 

‘‘, subject to subsection (e),’’ after ‘‘to employ such 

number of civilians, and’’, and substituted a period for 

a semicolon at end. 
Subsec. (b)(3) to (7). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(b)(2), (4), 

substituted ‘‘To’’ for ‘‘to’’ at beginning and a period for 

a semicolon at end. 
Subsec. (b)(8), (9). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(b)(3), (4), sub-

stituted ‘‘Subject’’ for ‘‘subject’’ at beginning and a pe-

riod for a semicolon at end. 
Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(b)(3), substituted 

‘‘Subject’’ for ‘‘subject’’ at beginning. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–201, § 414(a)(2), added subsec. 

(e). 
1991—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 102–190, § 1091(1), struck 

out ‘‘without the approval of the Director’’ after ‘‘local 

government’’. 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 102–190, § 1091(2), substituted ‘‘an-

nually’’ for ‘‘semiannually’’. 
1987—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 100–180 substituted ‘‘The Se-

lective Service system shall’’ for ‘‘If at any time calls 

under this section for the induction of persons for 

training and service in the Armed Forces are discon-

tinued because the Armed Forces are placed on an all 

volunteer basis for meeting their active duty man-

power needs, the Selective Service System, as it is con-

stituted on September 28, 1971, shall, nevertheless,’’ and 

directed the insertion of ‘‘(including a structure for 

registration and classification of persons qualified for 

practice or employment in a health care occupation es-

sential to the maintenance of the Armed Forces)’’ after 

‘‘national emergency’’, which was inserted in cl. (1) as 

the probable intent of Congress. 
1984—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 98–473 substituted ‘‘re-

lease’’ for ‘‘parole’’. 
1981—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 97–60 struck out provision 

that had prohibited service on local boards or appeal 

boards by persons who had attained the age of 65. 
1980—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 96–513 substituted ‘‘how-

ever, any officer of the armed forces’’ for ‘‘however, any 

officer on the active or retired list of the armed forces, 

or any reserve component thereof with his consent,’’ 

and struck out ‘‘or reserve component thereof,’’ after 

‘‘without loss of or prejudice to his status as such offi-

cer in the armed forces’’. 
1973—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 93–176 substituted ‘‘the 

provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 

of title 5, relating to classification and General Sched-

ule pay rates, the basic pay’’ for ‘‘the Classification Act 

of 1949, the compensation’’ and struck out provisos that 

compensation of employees of local boards and appeal 

boards may be fixed without regard to Classification 

Act of 1949, that employees of local boards having su-

pervisory duties with respect to other employees of one 

or more local boards be designated as the executive sec-

retary of the local board or boards, and that the term 

of employment of executive secretaries not exceed ten 

years except when reappointed. 
1971—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(24), struck 

out provisions setting compensation of Director. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(25), inserted pro-

viso that no State director shall serve concurrently in 

an elected or appointed position of a State or local gov-

ernment without the approval of the Director. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(26), inserted pro-

visions requiring that local boards and their staffs per-

form their duties only within the counties or political 

subdivisions for which they are established with special 

provisions for intercounty boards and the collocation 

or multiple use of staffs with executive approval, pro-

vided for board membership proportionately represent-

ative of the area served, reduced the maximums appli-

cable to board members from 75 years of age or 25 years 

of service on the board to 65 years of age or 20 years of 

service respectively, and authorized local boards to in-

clude among their members any citizens otherwise 

qualified under Presidential regulations provided they 

are at least 18 years of age. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(27), struck out sub-

sec. (e) which authorized Chief of Finance of the United 

States Army to act as the fiscal, disbursing, and ac-

counting agent of Director. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(28), substituted 

‘‘$500’’ for ‘‘$50’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 92–129, § 101(a)(29), added subsec. 

(h). 

1967—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(8), prohibited 

disqualification of members of armed forces reserve 

components from serving as counselors to registrants, 

including services as government appeal agents, merely 

because of such membership in the reserve, set 25 years 

as maximum length of service on local and appeal 

boards and 75 years as age after attainment of which 

members may not serve, prohibited discrimination as 

to service on boards because of sex, with new limita-

tions on age and sex to be implemented not later than 

January 1, 1968, and prohibited judicial review of classi-

fication or processing of registrants except as a defense 

to a criminal prosecution instituted under section 3811 

of this title, and then only after registrant has re-

sponded either affirmatively or negatively to an order 

to report for induction or for civilian work and to ques-

tion of jurisdiction reserved to local boards, appeal 

boards, and President only when there is no basis in 

fact for classification. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(9), provided for des-

ignation of a local board employee having supervisory 

duties with respect to other employees of one or more 

local boards as ‘‘executive secretary’’, with such em-

ployee to serve in that position for a maximum of ten 

years except when reappointed. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(10), substituted ‘‘semi-

annually’’ for ‘‘on or before the 3rd day of January of 

each year,’’ as time for submission of Director’s writ-

ten report to Congress, and inserted ‘‘such other spe-

cific kinds of information as the Congress may from 

time to time request’’ to enumeration of subjects to be 

covered by the report. 

1951—Subsec. (b)(3). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(u)(1), pro-

vided for one appeal board in each Federal judicial dis-

trict in the United States, its territories and posses-

sions, and such necessary panels as the President 

deems necessary. 

Subsec. (g). Act June 19, 1951, § 1(u)(2), added subsec. 

(g). 

1950—Subsec. (b)(3). Act Sept. 27, 1950, inserted ‘‘, or 

separate panels thereof each consisting of three or 

more members’’ after ‘‘Such local boards’’ in sixth sen-

tence. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Act June 30, 1950, struck out comma 

between ‘‘the compensation of’’ and ‘‘such officers’’. 

1949—Subsec. (b)(4). Act Oct. 28, 1949, substituted 

‘‘Classification Act of 1949’’ for ‘‘Classification Act of 

1923’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Director of the Government Publishing Office’’ sub-

stituted for ‘‘Public Printer’’ in subsec. (b)(6) on au-

thority of section 1301(d) of Pub. L. 113–235, set out as 

a note under section 301 of Title 44, Public Printing and 

Documents. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(l), Jan. 2, 2013, 

126 Stat. 1956, provided that the amendment by section 
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1076(l) is effective as of Aug. 10, 2012, and as if included 

in Pub. L. 112–166 as enacted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–166 effective 60 days after 

Aug. 10, 2012, and applicable to appointments made on 

and after that effective date, including any nomination 

pending in the Senate on that date, see section 6(a) of 

Pub. L. 112–166, set out as a note under section 113 of 

Title 6, Domestic Security. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–473 effective Nov. 1, 1987, 

and applicable only to offenses committed after the 

taking effect of such amendment, see section 235(a)(1) 

of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as an Effective Date note 

under section 3551 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Pro-

cedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Sept. 15, 1981, 

see section 701 of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note under 

section 101 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1973 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 93–176, § 4, Dec. 5, 1973, 87 Stat. 694, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section and section 5102 

of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, 

and enacting provisions set out as notes under this sec-

tion] shall take effect not later than the beginning of 

the first pay period which begins on or after the nine-

tieth day following the date of the enactment of this 

Act [Dec. 5, 1973].’’ 

REPEALS 

Act Oct. 28, 1949, ch. 782, cited as a credit to this sec-

tion, was repealed (subject to a savings clause) by Pub. 

L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, § 8, 80 Stat. 632, 655. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS 

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness 

functions to the Director of Selective Service, see 

Parts 1, 2, and 23 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 18, 1988, 53 

F.R. 47491, set out as a note under section 5195 of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

COMPENSATION INCREASES FOR EMPLOYEES OF LOCAL 

OR APPEAL BOARDS 

Pub. L. 93–176, § 2, Dec. 5, 1973, 87 Stat. 693, provided 

that: ‘‘The rate of basic pay of each employee in a posi-

tion under a local board or appeal board of the Selec-

tive Service System on and immediately prior to the 

effective date of this Act [designated as a date not later 

than the beginning of the first pay period which begins 

on or after the 90th day following Dec. 5, 1973] shall be 

adjusted, as of such effective date, under the provisions 

of section 5334(d) of title 5, United States Code.’’ 

Act June 5, 1952, ch. 369, Ch. VII, § 701, 66 Stat. 109, au-

thorized increases in the rate of compensation of any 

employees of local or appeal boards effective as of the 

first day of the first pay period which began after June 

30, 1951 and within ninety days from June 5, 1952, pursu-

ant to the authority contained in section 3809 of this 

title. 

COMPENSATION OF DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE 

Compensation of Director, see section 5315 of Title 5, 

Government Organization and Employees. 

OFFICE OF SELECTIVE SERVICE RECORDS 

Act Mar. 31, 1947, ch. 26, 61 Stat. 31; Pub. L. 96–513, 

title V, § 507(c), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2919, related to liq-

uidation of the Selective Service System established by 

the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 [act 

Sept. 16, 1940, ch. 720, 54 Stat. 885, see Tables for classi-

fication] and establishment of the Office of Selective 

Service Records for the preservation of Selective Serv-

ice records accumulated under the 1940 Act, prior to 

termination of the Office and transfer of its functions 

and the functions of its Director to the Selective Serv-

ice System under this chapter and the Director of Se-

lective Service under this chapter. See subsec. (a)(4) of 

this section. 

[Act Mar. 31, 1947, ch. 26, classified as a note above, 

was formerly classified to sections 321 to 329 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication as this note.] 

Pub. L. 85–844, title I, Aug. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 1073, re-

lated to use of Selective Service System appropriations 

for destruction of records accumulated under the Selec-

tive Training and Service Act of 1940 [act Sept. 16, 1940, 

ch. 720, 54 Stat. 885, see Tables for classification]. 

[Title I of Pub. L. 85–844, classified as a note above, 

was formerly classified to section 330 of the former Ap-

pendix to this title prior to editorial reclassification as 

this note.] 

EX. ORD. NO. 10271. DELEGATION OF PRESIDENT’S 

AUTHORITY 

Ex. Ord. No. 10271, July 7, 1951, 16 F.R. 6659, set out as 

a note under section 3819 of this title, delegates to the 

Secretary of Defense the President’s authority to order 

members and units of Reserve components into active 

Federal service. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11623. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 

RULES AND REGULATIONS TO DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE 

SERVICE 

Ex. Ord. No. 11623, Oct. 12, 1971, 36 F.R. 19963, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12608, Sept. 9, 1987, 52 F.R. 

34617; Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 60, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10629, 

provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-

stitution and statutes of the United States, including 

the Military Selective Service Act, as amended (50 U.S. 

Code App., sections 451 et seq. [now 50 U.S.C. 3801 et 

seq.], hereinafter referred to as the Act), and section 

301 of title 3 of the United States Code, it is hereby or-

dered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Director of Selective Service (herein-

after referred to as the Director) is authorized to pre-

scribe the necessary rules and regulations to carry out 

the provisions of the Act. Regulations heretofore issued 

by the President to carry out such provisions shall con-

tinue in effect until amended or revoked by the Direc-

tor pursuant to the authority conferred by this Order. 

SEC. 2. (a) In carrying out the provisions of this 

Order, the Director shall cause any rule or regulation 

which he proposes to issue hereunder to be published in 

the FEDERAL REGISTER as required by section 13(b) of 

the Act [50 U.S.C. 3812(b)]. Prior to such publication, 

the Director shall request the views of the Secretary of 

Defense, the Attorney General, the Secretary of Labor, 

the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Sec-

retary of Homeland Security (when the Coast Guard is 

serving under the Department of Homeland Security), 

the Director of the Office of Emergency Preparedness, 

and the Chairman of the National Selective Service Ap-

peal Board with regard to such proposed rule or regula-

tion, and shall allow not less than 10 days for the sub-

mission of such views before publication of the pro-

posed rule or regulation. 

(b) Any proposed rule or regulation as published by 

the Director shall be furnished to the officials required 

to be consulted pursuant to subsection (a). The Direc-

tor may (not less than 30 days after publication in the 

FEDERAL REGISTER) issue such rule or regulation as 

published unless, within 10 days after being furnished 

with the proposed rule or regulation as published, any 

such official shall notify the Director that he disagrees 

therewith and requests that the matter be referred to 

the President for decision. 

(c) Any rule or regulation issued by the Director pur-

suant to this Order shall be published in the FEDERAL 

REGISTER with (1) a statement reciting compliance 

with the prepublication requirement of section 13(b) of 

the Act [50 U.S.C. 3812(b)], and (2) either (i) approval of 
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such rule or regulation by the President, or (ii) a cer-

tification of the Director that he has requested the 

views of the officials required to be consulted pursuant 

to subsection (a) and that none of them has timely re-

quested that the matter be referred to the President for 

decision. Such rule or regulation shall be effective upon 

such publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER or on such 

later date as may be specified therein. 

SEC. 3. Nothing in this Order shall be deemed to (i) 

authorize the exercise by the Director of the Presi-

dent’s authority to waive the requirements of section 

13(b) of the Act [50 U.S.C. 3812(b)], or (ii) derogate from 

the authority of the President himself to waive the re-

quirements of such section 13(b), or (iii) derogate from 

the authority of the President himself to issue such 

rules or regulations as he may deem necessary to carry 

out the provisions of the Act. 

§ 3810. Emergency medical care 

Under such rules and regulations as may be 
prescribed by the President, funds available to 
carry out the provisions of this chapter shall 
also be available for the payment of actual and 
reasonable expenses of emergency medical care, 
including hospitalization, of registrants who 
suffer illness or injury, and the transportation 
and burial of the remains of registrants who suf-
fer death, while acting under orders issued under 
the provisions of this chapter, but such burial 
expenses shall not exceed the maximum that the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may pay under the 
provisions of section 2302(a) of title 38 in any one 
case. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 11, 62 Stat. 621; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(30), Sept. 28, 1971, 
85 Stat. 352; Pub. L. 102–54, § 13(t), June 13, 1991, 
105 Stat. 282; Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 
105 Stat. 406.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 461 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 substituted ‘‘section 2302(a) of 

title 38’’ for ‘‘section 902(a) of title 38’’. 

Pub. L. 102–54 substituted ‘‘Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs’’ for ‘‘Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs’’. 

1971—Pub. L. 92–129 substituted ‘‘the maximum that 

the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs may pay under 

the provisions of section 902(a) of title 38’’ for ‘‘$150’’. 

§ 3811. Offenses and penalties 

(a) In general 

Any member of the Selective Service System 
or any other person charged as herein provided 
with the duty of carrying out any of the provi-
sions of this chapter, or the rules or regulations 
made or directions given thereunder, who shall 
knowingly fail or neglect to perform such duty, 
and any person charged with such duty, or hav-
ing and exercising any authority under said 
chapter, rules, regulations, or directions who 
shall knowingly make, or be a party to the mak-
ing, of any false, improper, or incorrect registra-

tion, classification, physical or mental examina-
tion, deferment, induction, enrollment, or mus-
ter, and any person who shall knowingly make, 
or be a party to the making, of any false state-
ment or certificate regarding or bearing upon a 
classification or in support of any request for a 
particular classification, for service under the 
provisions of this chapter, or rules, regulations, 
or directions made pursuant thereto, or who 
otherwise evades or refuses registration or serv-
ice in the armed forces or any of the require-
ments of this chapter, or who knowingly coun-
sels, aids, or abets another to refuse or evade 
registration or service in the armed forces or 
any of the requirements of this chapter, or of 
said rules, regulations, or directions, or who in 
any manner shall knowingly fail or neglect or 
refuse to perform any duty required of him 
under or in the execution of this chapter, or 
rules, regulations, or directions made pursuant 
to this chapter, or any person or persons who 
shall knowingly hinder or interfere or attempt 
to do so in any way, by force or violence or 
otherwise, with the administration of this chap-
ter or the rules or regulations made pursuant 
thereto, or who conspires to commit any one or 
more of such offenses, shall, upon conviction in 
any district court of the United States of com-
petent jurisdiction, be punished by imprison-
ment for not more than five years or a fine of 
not more than $10,000, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment, or if subject to military or naval 
law may be tried by court martial, and, on con-
viction, shall suffer such punishment as a court 
martial may direct. No person shall be tried by 
court martial in any case arising under this 
chapter unless such person has been actually in-
ducted for the training and service prescribed 
under this chapter or unless he is subject to 
trial by court martial under laws in force prior 
to June 24, 1948. 

(b) Making or possession of false identification 
or representation; forgery, destruction, or 
mutilation of certificate; knowing violation 
or evasion of provisions 

Any person (1) who knowingly transfers or de-
livers to another, for the purpose of aiding or 
abetting the making of any false identification 
or representation, any registration certificate, 
alien’s certificate of nonresidence, or any other 
certificate issued pursuant to or prescribed by 
the provisions of this chapter, or rules or regula-
tions promulgated hereunder; or (2) who, with 
intent that it be used for any purpose of false 
identification or representation, has in his pos-
session any such certificate not duly issued to 
him; or (3) who forges, alters, knowingly de-
stroys, knowingly mutilates, or in any manner 
changes any such certificate or any notation 
duly and validly inscribed thereon; or (4) who, 
with intent that it be used for any purpose of 
false identification or representation, photo-
graphs, prints, or in any manner makes or exe-
cutes any engraving, photograph, print, or im-
pression in the likeness of any such certificate, 
or any colorable imitation thereof; or (5) who 
has in his possession any certificate purporting 
to be a certificate issued pursuant to this chap-
ter, or rules and regulations promulgated here-
under, which he knows to be falsely made, repro-
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duced, forged, counterfeited, or altered; or (6) 
who knowingly violates or evades any of the 
provisions of this chapter or rules and regula-
tions promulgated pursuant thereto relating to 
the issuance, transfer, or possession of such cer-
tificate, shall, upon conviction, be fined not to 
exceed $10,000 or be imprisoned for not more 
than five years, or both. Whenever on trial for a 
violation of this subsection the defendant is 
shown to have or to have had possession of any 
certificate not duly issued to him, such posses-
sion shall be deemed sufficient evidence to es-
tablish an intent to use such certificate for pur-
poses of false identification or representation, 
unless the defendant explains such possession to 
the satisfaction of the jury. 

(c) Expeditious prosecution by Department of 
Justice 

The Department of Justice shall proceed as ex-
peditiously as possible with a prosecution under 
this section, or with an appeal, upon the request 
of the Director of Selective Service System or 
shall advise the House of Representatives and 
the Senate in writing the reasons for its failure 
to do so. 

(d) Statute of limitations 

No person shall be prosecuted, tried, or pun-
ished for evading, neglecting, or refusing to per-
form the duty of registering imposed by section 
3802 of this title unless the indictment is found 
within five years next after the last day before 
such person attains the age of twenty-six, or 
within five years next after the last day before 
such person does perform his duty to register, 
whichever shall first occur. 

(e) Information furnished for purpose of enforce-
ment 

The President may require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to furnish to the Di-
rector, from records available to the Secretary, 
the following information with respect to indi-
viduals who are members of any group of indi-
viduals required by a proclamation of the Presi-
dent under section 3802 of this title to present 
themselves for and submit to registration under 
such section: name, date of birth, social security 
account number, and address. Information fur-
nished to the Director by the Secretary under 
this subsection shall be used only for the pur-
pose of the enforcement of this Act. 

(f) Assistance provided under title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965; failure to reg-
ister; statement of compliance 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (g), any 
person who is required under section 3802 of this 
title to present himself for and submit to reg-
istration under such section and fails to do so in 
accordance with any proclamation issued under 
such section, or in accordance with any rule or 
regulation issued under such section, shall be in-
eligible for any form of assistance or benefit 
provided under title IV of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.]. 

(2) In order to receive any grant, loan, or work 
assistance under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.), a per-
son who is required under section 3802 of this 
title to present himself for and submit to reg-

istration under such section shall file with the 
institution of higher education which the person 
intends to attend, or is attending, a statement 
of compliance with section 3802 of this title and 
regulations issued thereunder. 

(3) The Secretary of Education, in agreement 
with the Director, shall prescribe methods for 
verifying such statements of compliance filed 
pursuant to paragraph (2). Such methods may 
include requiring institutions of higher edu-
cation to provide a list to the Secretary of Edu-
cation or to the Director of persons who have 
submitted such statements of compliance. 

(4) The Secretary of Education, in consulta-
tion with the Director, shall issue regulations to 
implement the requirements of this subsection. 
Such regulations shall provide that any person 
to whom the Secretary of Education proposes to 
deny assistance or benefits under title IV [20 
U.S.C. 1070 et seq.] for failure to meet the reg-
istration requirements of section 3802 of this 
title and regulations issued thereunder shall be 
given notice of the proposed denial and shall 
have a suitable period (of not less than thirty 
days) after such notice to provide the Secretary 
with information and materials establishing 
that he has complied with the registration re-
quirement under section 3802 of this title. Such 
regulations shall also provide that the Secretary 
may afford such person an opportunity for a 
hearing to establish his compliance or for any 
other purpose. 

(g) Failure to register; termination or inapplica-
bility of requirement; absence of knowledge 
and willfulness 

A person may not be denied a right, privilege, 
or benefit under Federal law by reason of failure 
to present himself for and submit to registration 
under section 3802 of this title if— 

(1) the requirement for the person to so reg-
ister has terminated or become inapplicable to 
the person; and 

(2) the person shows by a preponderance of 
the evidence that the failure of the person to 
register was not a knowing and willful failure 
to register. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 12, 62 Stat. 622; 
Pub. L. 89–152, Aug. 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 586; Pub. L. 
90–40, § 1(11), June 30, 1967, 81 Stat. 105; Pub. L. 
92–129, title I, § 101(a)(31), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 
352; Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 916(b), Dec. 1, 1981, 
95 Stat. 1129; Pub. L. 97–252, title XI, § 1113(a), 
Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat. 748; Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, 
§ 402(54), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3361; Pub. L. 99–661, 
div. A, title XIII, § 1366, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 
4002.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), was 

in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 

24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified prin-

cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 

title I to the Code, see Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selec-

tive Service Act. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see References in Text note set out 

under section 3801 of this title and Tables. 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, referred to in sub-

sec. (f), is Pub. L. 89–329, Nov. 8, 1965, 79 Stat. 1219. Title 

IV of the Act is classified generally to subchapter IV 
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(§ 1070 et seq.) of chapter 28 of Title 20, Education. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 1001 of Title 20 

and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 462 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 99–661, § 1366(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘Except as provided in subsection (g), any per-

son’’ for ‘‘Any person’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 99–661, § 1366(2), added subsec. (g). 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–620 struck out sentence 

at end requiring that precedence be given by courts to 

the trial of cases arising under this chapter, and that 

such cases had to be advanced on the docket for imme-

diate hearing, and that an appeal from the decision or 

decree of any United States district court or United 

States court of appeals would take precedence over all 

other cases pending before the court to which the case 

had been referred. 

1982—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 97–252 added subsec. (f). 

1981—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 97–86 added subsec. (e). 

1971—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 92–129 added subsec. (d). 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(11)(a), struck out 

requirement that a request of the Attorney General 

precede the granting of precedence to the trial of cases 

arising under this chapter and inserted provision that 

appeals from a decision or decree of any United States 

District Court or United States Court of Appeals take 

precedence over all other cases pending before the 

court to which the case has been referred. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(11)(b), added subsec. (c). 

1965—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 89–152 prohibited a person 

from knowingly destroying or knowingly mutilating 

any registration certificate or other prescribed certifi-

cate. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–620 not applicable to cases 

pending on Nov. 8, 1984, see section 403 of Pub. L. 98–620, 

set out as a note under section 1657 of Title 28, Judici-

ary and Judicial Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–252, title XI, § 1113(b), Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat. 

748, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-

section (a) [amending this section] shall apply to loans, 

grants, or work assistance under title IV of the Higher 

Education Act [20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.] for periods of in-

struction beginning after June 30, 1983.’’ 

PROC. NO. 4313. PROGRAM FOR RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA 

DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS 

Proc. No. 4313, Sept. 16, 1974, 39 F.R. 33293, 88 Stat. 

2504, as amended by Proc. No. 4345, Jan. 30, 1975, 40 F.R. 

4893, 89 Stat. 1236; Proc. No. 4353, Feb. 28, 1975, 40 F.R. 

8931, 10433, 89 Stat. 1246, provided: 

The United States withdrew the last of its forces 

from the Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973. 

In the period of its involvement in armed hostilities 

in Southeast Asia, the United States suffered great 

losses. Millions served their country, thousands died in 

combat, thousands more were wounded, others are still 

listed as missing in action. 

Over a year after the last American combatant had 

left Vietnam, the status of thousands of our country-

men—convicted, charged, investigated or still sought 

for violations of the Military Selective Service Act [see 

References in Text note set out under section 3801 of 

this title] or of the Uniform Code of Military Justice 

[10 U.S.C. 801 et seq.]—remains unresolved. 

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice 

and mercy these young Americans should have the 

chance to contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace 

among ourselves and with all nations. They should be 

allowed the opportunity to earn return to their coun-

try, their communities, and their families, upon their 

agreement to a period of alternate service in the na-

tional interest, together with an acknowledgment of 

their allegiance to the country and its Constitution. 
Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense; 

failure to respond to the country’s call for duty is also 

a serious offense. Reconciliation among our people does 

not require that these acts be condoned. Yet, reconcili-

ation calls for an act of mercy to bind the Nation’s 

wounds and to heal the scars of divisiveness. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President 

of the United States, pursuant to my powers under Ar-

ticle II, Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution, do here-

by proclaim a program to commence immediately to 

afford reconciliation to Vietnam era draft evaders and 

military deserters upon the following terms and condi-

tions: 
1. Draft Evaders—An individual who allegedly unlaw-

fully failed under the Military Selective Service Act 

[see References in Text note set out under section 3801 

of this title] or any rule or regulation promulgated 

thereunder, to register or register on time, to keep the 

local board informed of his current address, to report 

for or submit to preinduction or induction examina-

tion, to report for or submit to induction itself, or to 

report for or submit to, or complete service under sec-

tion 6(j) of such Act [50 U.S.C. 3806(j)] during the period 

from August 4, 1964 to March 28, 1973, inclusive, and 

who has not been adjudged guilty in a trial for such of-

fense, will be relieved of prosecution and punishment 

for such offense if he: 
(i) presents himself to a United States Attorney be-

fore March 31, 1975, 
(ii) executes an agreement acknowledging his alle-

giance to the United States and pledging to fulfill a 

period of alternate service under the auspices of the 

Director of Selective Service, and 
(iii) satisfactorily completes such service. 

The alternate service shall promote the national 

health, safety, or interest. No draft evader will be given 

the privilege of completing a period of alternate service 

by service in the Armed Forces. 
However, this program will not apply to an individual 

who is precluded from re-entering the United States 

under 8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(22) or other law. Additionally, if 

individuals eligible for this program have other crimi-

nal charges outstanding, their participation in the pro-

gram may be conditioned upon, or postponed until 

after, final disposition of the other charges has been 

reached in accordance with law. 
The period of service shall be twenty-four months, 

which may be reduced by the Attorney General because 

of mitigating circumstances. 
2. Military Deserters—A member of the armed forces 

who has been administratively classified as a deserter 

by reason of unauthorized absence and whose absence 

commenced during the period from August 4, 1964 to 

March 28, 1973, inclusive, will be relieved of prosecution 

and punishment under Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the Uni-

form Code of Military Justice [10 U.S.C. 885, 886, 887] for 

such absence and for offenses directly related thereto if 

before March 31, 1975 he takes an oath of allegiance to 

the United States and executes an agreement with the 

Secretary of the Military Department from which he 

absented himself or for members of the Coast Guard, 

with the Secretary of Transportation, pledging to ful-

fill a period of alternate service under the auspices of 

the Director of Selective Service. The alternate service 

shall promote the national health, safety, or interest. 
The period of service shall be twenty-four months, 

which may be reduced by the Secretary of the appro-

priate Military Department, or Secretary of Transpor-

tation for members of the Coast Guard, because of miti-

gating circumstances. 
However, if a member of the armed forces has addi-

tional outstanding charges pending against him under 

the Uniform Code of Military Justice [10 U.S.C. 801 et 

seq.], his eligibility to participate in this program may 

be conditioned upon, or postponed until after, final dis-
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position of the additional charges has been reached in 

accordance with law. 
Each member of the armed forces who elects to seek 

relief through this program will receive an undesirable 

discharge. Thereafter, upon satisfactory completion of 

a period of alternate service prescribed by the Military 

Department or Department of Transportation, such in-

dividual will be entitled to receive, in lieu of his unde-

sirable discharge, a clemency discharge in recognition 

of his fulfillment of the requirements of the program. 

Such clemency discharge shall not bestow entitlement 

to benefits administered by the Veterans Administra-

tion. 
Procedures of the Military Departments implement-

ing this Proclamation will be in accordance with guide-

lines established by the Secretary of Defense, present 

Military Department regulations notwithstanding. 
3. Presidential Clemency Board—By Executive Order I 

have this date established a Presidential Clemency 

Board which will review the records of individuals 

within the following categories: (i) those who have been 

convicted of draft evasion offenses as described above, 

(ii) those who have received a punitive or undesirable 

discharge from service in the armed forces for having 

violated Article 85, 86, or 87 of the Uniform Code of 

Military Justice [10 U.S.C. 885, 886, 887] between August 

4, 1964 and March 28, 1973, or are serving sentences of 

confinement for such violations. Where appropriate, 

the Board may recommend that clemency be condi-

tioned upon completion of a period of alternate service. 

However, if any clemency discharge is recommended, 

such discharge shall not bestow entitlement to benefits 

administered by the Veterans Administration. 
4. Alternate Service—In prescribing the length of alter-

nate service in individual cases, the Attorney General, 

the Secretary of the appropriate Department, or the 

Clemency Board shall take into account such honorable 

service as an individual may have rendered prior to his 

absence, penalties already paid under law, and such 

other mitigating factors as may be appropriate to seek 

equity among those who participate in this program. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this sixteenth day of September in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the one hun-

dred and ninety-nineth. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

PROC. NO. 4483. PARDON FOR VIOLATIONS OF ACT, AUGUST 

4, 1964 TO MARCH 28, 1973 

Proc. No. 4483, Jan. 21, 1977, 42 F.R. 4391, 91 Stat. 1719, 

provided: 
Acting pursuant to the grant of authority in Article 

II, Section 2, of the Constitution of the United States, 

I, Jimmy Carter, President of the United States, do 

hereby grant a full, complete and unconditional pardon 

to: (1) all persons who may have committed any offense 

between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973 in violation 

of the Military Selective Service Act [see References in 

Text note set out under section 3801 of this title] or any 

rule or regulation promulgated thereunder; and (2) all 

persons heretofore convicted, irrespective of the date of 

conviction, of any offense committed between August 4, 

1964 and March 28, 1973 in violation of the Military Se-

lective Service Act, or any rule or regulation promul-

gated thereunder, restoring to them full political, civil 

and other rights. 
This pardon does not apply to the following who are 

specifically excluded therefrom: 
(1) All persons convicted of or who may have com-

mitted any offense in violation of the Military Selec-

tive Service Act, or any rule or regulation promul-

gated thereunder, involving force or violence; and 
(2) All persons convicted of or who may have com-

mitted any offense in violation of the Military Selec-

tive Service Act, or any rule or regulation promul-

gated thereunder, in connection with duties or re-

sponsibilities arising out of employment as agents, 

officers or employees of the Military Selective Serv-

ice system. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 21st day of January, in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hun-

dred and first. 

JIMMY CARTER. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11803. CLEMENCY BOARD TO REVIEW 

CERTAIN CONVICTIONS AND DISCHARGES 

Ex. Ord. No. 11803, Sept. 16, 1974, 39 F.R. 33297, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 11837, Jan. 30, 1975, 40 F.R. 

4895; Ex. Ord. No. 11842, Feb. 28, 1975, 40 F.R. 8935; Ex. 

Ord. No. 11857, May 7, 1975, 40 F.R. 20261; Ex. Ord. No. 

11878, Sept. 10, 1975, 40 F.R. 42731, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 

of the United States by Section 2 of Article II of the 

Constitution of the United States, and in the interest 

of the internal management of the Government, it is 

ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established in the Execu-

tive Office of the President a board of 9 members, which 

shall be known as the Presidential Clemency Board. 

The members of the Board shall be appointed by the 

President, who shall also designate its Chairman. The 

President may appoint such additional members to the 

board as he shall from time to time determine to be 

necessary to carry out its functions. 

SEC. 2. The Board, under such regulations as it may 

prescribe, shall examine the cases of persons who apply 

for Executive clemency prior to March 31, 1975, and who 

(i) have been convicted of violating Section 12 or 6(j) of 

the Military Selective Service Act (50 App. U.S.C. § 462) 

[now 50 U.S.C. 3811, 3806(j)], or of any rule or regulation 

promulgated pursuant to that section, for acts commit-

ted between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973, inclusive, 

or (ii) have received punitive or undesirable discharges 

as a consequence of violations of Articles 85, 86 or 87 of 

the Uniform Code of Military Justice (10 U.S.C. §§ 885, 

886, 887) that occurred between August 4, 1964 and 

March 28, 1973, inclusive, or are serving sentences of 

confinement for such violations. The Board will only 

consider the cases of Military Selective Service Act 

violators who were convicted of unlawfully failing (i) to 

register or register on time, (ii) to keep the local board 

informed of their current address, (iii) to report for or 

submit to preinduction or induction examination, (iv) 

to report for or submit to induction itself, or (v) to re-

port for or submit to, or complete service under Sec-

tion 6(j) of such Act [50 U.S.C. 3806(j)]. However, the 

Board will not consider the cases of individuals who are 

precluded from reentering the United States under 

[former] 8 U.S.C. 182(a)(22) or other law. 

SEC. 3. The Board shall report to the President its 

findings and recommendations as to whether Executive 

clemency should be granted or denied in any case. If 

clemency is recommended, the Board shall also rec-

ommend the form that such clemency should take, in-

cluding clemency conditioned upon a period of alter-

nate service in the national interest. In the case of an 

individual discharged from the armed forces with a 

punitive or undesirable discharge, the Board may rec-

ommend to the President that a clemency discharge be 

substituted for a punitive or undesirable discharge. De-

termination of any period of alternate service shall be 

in accord with the Proclamation [Proc. No. 4313, set out 

above] announcing a program for the return of Vietnam 

era draft evaders and military deserters. 

SEC. 4. The Board shall give priority consideration to 

those applicants who are presently confined and have 

been convicted only of an offense set forth in section 2 

of this order, and who have no outstanding criminal 

charges. 

SEC. 5. Each member of the Board, except any mem-

ber who then receives other compensation from the 

United States, may receive compensation for each day 

he or she is engaged upon the work of the Board at not 

to exceed the daily rate now or hereafter prescribed by 

law for persons and positions in GS–18, as authorized by 

law (5 U.S.C. 3109), and may also receive travel ex-
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penses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as au-

thorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5703) for persons in the govern-

ment service employed intermittently. 
SEC. 6. Necessary expenses of the Board may be paid 

from the Unanticipated Personnel Needs Fund of the 

President or from such other funds as may be available. 
SEC. 7. Necessary administrative services and support 

may be provided the Board by the General Services Ad-

ministration on a reimbursable basis. 
SEC. 8. All department and agencies in the Executive 

branch are authorized and directed to cooperate with 

the Board in its work, and to furnish the Board all ap-

propriate information and assistance, to the extent per-

mitted by law. 
SEC. 9. The Board shall submit its final recommenda-

tions to the President not later than September 15, 

1975, at which time it shall cease to exist. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11804. DELEGATION OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS 

OF PRESIDENT TO DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE 

Ex. Ord. No. 11804, Sept. 16, 1974, 39 F.R. 33299, pro-

vided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 

of the United States, pursuant to my powers under Ar-

ticle II, Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution, and 

under Section 301 of Title 3 of the United States Code, 

it is hereby ordered as follows: 
SECTION 1. The Director of Selective Service is des-

ignated and empowered, without the approval, ratifica-

tion or other action of the President, under such regu-

lations as he may prescribe, to establish, implement, 

and administer the program of alternate service au-

thorized in the Proclamation [Proc. No. 4313, set out 

above] announcing a program for the return of Vietnam 

era draft evaders and military deserters. 
SEC. 2. Departments and agencies in the Executive 

branch shall, upon the request of the Director of Selec-

tive Service, cooperate and assist in the implementa-

tion or administration of the Director’s duties under 

this Order, to the extent permitted by law. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11878. ASSIGNING RESPONSIBILITIES RELAT-

ING TO ACTIVITIES OF PRESIDENTIAL CLEMENCY BOARD 

Ex. Ord. No. 11878, Sept. 10, 1975, 40 F.R. 42731, pro-

vided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-

stitution of the United States of America, and as Presi-

dent of the United States of America, it is hereby or-

dered as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 9 of Executive Order No. 11803 of 

September 16, 1974, as amended [set out above] is 

amended to read: 
‘‘The Board shall submit its final recommendations 

to the President not later than September 15, 1975, at 

which time it shall cease to exist.’’ 
SEC. 2. Any applications for Executive clemency, as 

to which the Presidential Clemency Board (established 

by Executive Order No. 11803) [set out above] has not 

taken final action shall be transferred, together with 

the files related thereto, to the Attorney General. 
SEC. 3. The Attorney General, with respect to the ap-

plications and related files transferred to him by Sec-

tion 2 of this Order, shall take all actions appropriate 

or necessary to complete the clemency process and 

shall expeditiously report to the President his findings 

and recommendations as to whether Executive clem-

ency should be granted or denied in any case. In per-

forming his responsibilities under this Order, the At-

torney General shall apply the relevant criteria and 

comply with the appropriate and applicable instruc-

tions and procedures established by Executive Order 

No. 11803 of September 16, 1974, as amended [set out 

above], Proclamation No. 4313 of September 16, 1974, as 

amended [set out above], Executive Order No. 11804 of 

September 16, 1974 [set out above], and, to the extent 

that he deems appropriate, the regulations of the Presi-

dential Clemency Board and the Selective Service Sys-

tem issued pursuant to the foregoing Executive orders. 

SEC. 4. The Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget is hereby designated and empowered to take 

such action as he deems necessary to ensure the or-

derly and prompt termination of the activities of the 

Presidential Clemency Board and the assignment of re-

sponsibilities directed by this Order. 

SEC. 5. Departments and agencies in the Executive 

branch shall, to the extent permitted by law, cooperate 

with and assist the Attorney General, the Director of 

the Selective Service and the Director of the Office of 

Management and Budget in the performance of their 

responsibilities under this Order. 

SEC. 6. The responsibilities assigned under this Order 

are to be completed no later than March 31, 1976, at 

which time the Attorney General shall submit his final 

recommendations to the President. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11967. IMPLEMENTATION OF PARDON FOR 

VIOLATIONS OF ACT, AUGUST 4, 1964 TO MARCH 28, 1973 

Ex. Ord. No. 11967, Jan. 21, 1977, 42 F.R. 4393, provided: 

The following actions shall be taken to facilitate 

Presidential Proclamation of Pardon of January 21, 

1977 [Proc. No. 4483, set out above]: 

1. The Attorney General shall cause to be dismissed 

with prejudice to the Government all pending indict-

ments for violations of the Military Selective Service 

Act [see References in Text note set out under section 

3801 of this title] alleged to have occurred between Au-

gust 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973 with the exception of the 

following: 

(a) Those cases alleging acts of force or violence 

deemed to be so serious by the Attorney General as 

to warrant continued prosecution; and 

(b) Those cases alleging acts in violation of the 

Military Selective Service Act by agents, employees 

or officers of the Selective Service System arising 

out of such employment. 

2. The Attorney General shall terminate all inves-

tigations now pending and shall not initiate further in-

vestigations alleging violations of the Military Selec-

tive Service Act [see References in Text note set out 

under section 3801 of this title] between August 4, 1964 

and March 28, 1973, with the exception of the following: 

(a) Those cases involving allegations of force or vio-

lence deemed to be so serious by the Attorney Gen-

eral as to warrant continued investigation, or pos-

sible prosecution; and 

(b) Those cases alleging acts in violation of the 

Military Selective Service Act by agents, employees 

or officers of the Selective Service System arising 

out of such employment. 

3. Any person who is or may be precluded from reen-

tering the United States under [former] 8 U.S.C. 

1182(a)(22) or under any other law, by reason of having 

committed or apparently committed any violation of 

the Military Selective Service Act [see References in 

Text note set out under section 3801 of this title] shall 

be permitted as any other alien to reenter the United 

States. 

The Attorney General is directed to exercise his dis-

cretion under 8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5) or other applicable law 

to permit the reentry of such persons under the same 

terms and conditions as any other alien. 

This shall not include anyone who falls into the ex-

ceptions of paragraphs 1(a) and (b) and 2(a) and (b) 

above. 

4. Any individual offered conditional clemency or 

granted a pardon or other clemency under Executive 

Order 11803 [set out above] or Presidential Proclama-

tion 4313, dated September 16, 1974 [set out above], shall 

receive the full measure of relief afforded by this pro-

gram if they are otherwise qualified under the terms of 

this Executive Order. 

JIMMY CARTER. 
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§ 3812. Nonapplicability of certain laws 

(a) Certain provisions in title 18 or Act August 2, 
1939 

Nothing in sections 203, 205, or 207 of title 18 or 
in the second sentence of subsection (a) of sec-
tion 9 of the Act of August 2, 1939 (53 Stat. 1148), 
entitled ‘‘An Act to prevent pernicious political 
activities’’, as amended, shall be deemed to 
apply to any person because of his appointment 
under authority of this chapter or the regula-
tions made pursuant thereto as an uncompen-
sated official of the Selective Service System, or 
as an individual to conduct hearings on appeals 
of persons claiming exemption from combatant 
or noncombatant training because of conscien-
tious objections, or as a member of the National 
Selective Service Appeal Board. 

(b) Administrative Procedure Act 

All functions performed under this chapter 
shall be excluded from the operation of the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act (60 Stat. 237) [5 
U.S.C. 551 et seq. and 701 et seq.] except as to the 
requirements of section 3 of such Act [5 U.S.C. 
552]. Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, no 
regulation issued under this Act shall become 
effective until the expiration of thirty days fol-
lowing the date on which such regulation has 
been published in the Federal Register. After 
the publication of any regulation and prior to 
the date on which such regulation becomes ef-
fective, any person shall be given an oppor-
tunity to submit his views to the Director on 
such regulation, but no formal hearing shall be 
required on any such regulation. The require-
ments of this subsection may be waived by the 
President in the case of any regulation if he (1) 
determines that compliance with such require-
ments would materially impair the national de-
fense, and (2) gives public notice to that effect 
at the time such regulation is issued. 

(c) Certain provisions of Act June 16, 1936, or 
Act August 4, 1942; computation of lump-sum 
payments 

In computing the lump-sum payments made to 
Air Force reserve officers under the provisions 
of section 2 of the Act of June 16, 1936, as amend-
ed and to reserve officers of the Navy or to their 
beneficiaries under section 12 of the Act of Au-
gust 4, 1942, as amended, no credit shall be al-
lowed for any period of active service performed 
from June 24, 1948, to the date on which this 
chapter shall cease to be effective. Each such 
lumpsum payment shall be prorated for a frac-
tional part of a year of active service in the case 
of any reserve officer subject to the provisions 
of either such section, if such reserve officer per-
forms continuous active service for one or more 
years (inclusive of such service performed dur-
ing the period in which this chapter is effective) 
and such active service includes a fractional 
part of a year immediately prior to June 24, 1948, 
or immediately following the date on which this 
chapter shall cease to be effective, or both. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 13, 62 Stat. 623; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(t), 65 Stat. 87; 
Pub. L. 88–110, § 6, Sept. 3, 1963, 77 Stat. 136; Pub. 
L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(32), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 353.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 
Section 9 of the Act of August 2, 1939, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is section 9 of act Aug. 2, 1939, ch. 410, 53 

Stat. 1148, which was classified to section 118i(a) of 

former title 5, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 

1966, 80 Stat. 378, and reenactment as section 7324(a)(2) 

of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

Section 7324 of Title 5 was omitted and a new section 

7324 enacted in the general amendment of subchapter 

III (§ 7321 et seq.) of chapter 73 of Title 5 by Pub. L. 

103–94, § 2(a), Oct. 6, 1993, 107 Stat. 1001. See section 

7323(b)(2)(A) of Title 5. 
The Administrative Procedure Act, referred to in sub-

sec. (b), is act June 11, 1946, ch. 324, 60 Stat. 237, which 

was classified to sections 1001 to 1011 of former title 5 

and which was repealed and reenacted as subchapter II 

(§ 551 et seq.) of chapter 5, and chapter 7 (§ 701 et seq.), 

of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 

Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. See Short Title 

note preceding section 551 of Title 5. 
This Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selec-

tive Service Act. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see References in Text note set out 

under section 3801 of this title and Tables. 
Section 2 of the Act of June 16, 1936, referred to in 

subsec. (c), is section 2 of act June 16, 1936, ch. 587, 49 

Stat. 1524, which is not classified to the Code. 
Section 12 of the Act of August 4, 1942, referred to in 

subsec. (c), is section 12 of act Aug. 4, 1942, ch. 547, 56 

Stat. 738, which is not classified to the Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 463 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1971—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–129 inserted provisions 

covering the publication of regulations in the Federal 

Register. 
1963—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–110 substituted ‘‘sections 

203, 205, or 207 of title 18’’ for ‘‘sections 281, 283, or 284 

of title 18, in section 99 of title 5’’. 
1951—Subsec. (a). Act June 19, 1951, brought within its 

provisions members of the National Selective Service 

Appeal Board. 

§ 3813. Notice of requirements of this chapter; 
voluntary enlistments unaffected 

(a) Deeming of notice upon publication 

Every person shall be deemed to have notice of 
the requirements of this chapter upon publica-
tion by the President of a proclamation or other 
public notice fixing a time for any registration 
under section 3802 of this title. 

(b) Duty to inform local board of current address 
and changes in status 

It shall be the duty of every registrant to keep 
his local board informed as to his current ad-
dress and changes in status as required by such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed by 
the President. 

(c) Separability of provisions 

If any provision of this chapter, or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance, is 
held invalid, the remainder of the chapter, and 
the application of such provision to other per-
sons or circumstances, shall not be affected 
thereby. 
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(d) Voluntary enlistments or reenlistments; ab-
sence of affect 

Except as provided in section 3803(c) of this 
title, nothing contained in this chapter shall be 
construed to repeal, amend, or suspend the laws 
now in force authorizing voluntary enlistment 
or reenlistment in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, including the reserve components 
thereof, except that no person shall be accepted 
for enlistment after he has been issued an order 
to report for induction unless authorized by the 
Director and the Secretary of Defense and ex-
cept that, whenever the Congress or the Presi-
dent has declared that the national interest is 
imperiled, voluntary enlistment or reenlistment 
in such forces, and their reserve components, 
may be suspended by the President to such ex-
tent as he may deem necessary in the interest of 
national defense. 

(e) Furnishing of names and addresses to Sec-
retary of Defense or Secretary of Homeland 
Security 

In order to assist the Armed Forces in recruit-
ing individuals for voluntary service in the 
Armed Forces, the Director shall, upon the re-
quest of the Secretary of Defense or the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, furnish to the Sec-
retary the names and addresses of individuals 
registered under this Act. Names and addresses 
furnished pursuant to the preceding sentence 
may be used by the Secretary of Defense or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security only for recruiting 
purposes. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 15, 62 Stat. 624; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(33), Sept. 28, 1971, 
85 Stat. 353; Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 916(c), Dec. 
1, 1981, 95 Stat. 1129; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, 
§ 1704(e)(11)(E), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2316.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a), (c), and (d), 

was in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act 

June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified 

principally to this chapter. For complete classification 

of title I to the Code, see Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, known as the Military Selec-

tive Service Act. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see References in Text note set out 

under section 3801 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 465 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 

Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’ in two 

places. 

1981—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 97–86 added subsec. (e). 

1971—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 92–129 inserted provision 

empowering the Director and the Secretary of Defense 

to authorize voluntary enlistments and reenlistments 

in the Armed Forces after a person has been issued an 

order to report for induction and struck out reference 

to section 3803(g) of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 

transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 

Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 

107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

§ 3814. Definitions 

When used in this chapter— 
(a) The term ‘‘between the ages of eighteen 

and twenty-six’’ shall refer to men who have at-
tained the eighteenth anniversary of the day of 
their birth and who have not attained the twen-
ty-sixth anniversary of the day of their birth; 
and other terms designating different age groups 
shall be construed in a similar manner. 

(b) The term ‘‘United States’’, when used in a 
geographical sense, shall be deemed to mean the 
several States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam. 

(c) The term ‘‘armed forces’’ shall be deemed 
to include the Army, the Navy, the Marine 
Corps, the Air Force, and the Coast Guard. 

(d) The term ‘‘district court of the United 
States’’ shall be deemed to include the courts of 
the United States for the Territories and posses-
sions of the United States. 

(e) The term ‘‘local board’’ shall be deemed to 
include an intercounty local board in the case of 
any registrant who is subject to the jurisdiction 
of an intercounty local board. 

(f) The term ‘‘Director’’ shall be deemed to 
mean the Director of the Selective Service Sys-
tem. 

(g)(1) The term ‘‘duly ordained minister of re-
ligion’’ means a person who has been ordained, 
in accordance with the ceremonial, ritual, or 
discipline of a church, religious sect, or organi-
zation established on the basis of a community 
of faith and belief, doctrines and practices of a 
religious character, to preach and to teach the 
doctrines of such church, sect, or organization 
and to administer the rites and ceremonies 
thereof in public worship, and who as his regular 
and customary vocation preaches and teaches 
the principles of religion and administers the or-
dinances of public worship as embodied in the 
creed or principles of such church, sect, or orga-
nization. 

(2) The term ‘‘regular minister of religion’’ 
means one who as his customary vocation 
preaches and teaches the principles of religion of 
a church, a religious sect, or organization of 
which he is a member, without having been for-
mally ordained as a minister of religion, and 
who is recognized by such church, sect, or orga-
nization as a regular minister. 

(3) The term ‘‘regular or duly ordained min-
ister of religion’’ does not include a person who 
irregularly or incidentally preaches and teaches 
the principles of religion of a church, religious 
sect, or organization and does not include any 
person who may have been duly ordained a min-
ister in accordance with the ceremonial, rite, or 
discipline of a church, religious sect or organiza-
tion, but who does not regularly, as a bona fide 
vocation, teach and preach the principles of reli-
gion and administer the ordinances of public 
worship as embodied in the creed or principles of 
his church, sect, or organization. 

(h) The term ‘‘organized unit’’, when used with 
respect to a reserve component, shall be deemed 
to mean a unit in which the members thereof 
are required satisfactorily to participate in 
scheduled drills and training periods as pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense. 
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(i) The term ‘‘reserve components of the 
armed forces’’ shall, unless the context other-
wise requires, be deemed to include the federally 
recognized National Guard of the United States, 
the federally recognized Air National Guard of 
the United States, the Officers’ Reserve Corps, 
the Regular Army Reserve, the Air Force Re-
serve, the Enlisted Reserve Corps, the Navy Re-
serve, the Marine Corps Reserve, and the Coast 
Guard Reserve, and shall include, in addition to 
the foregoing, the Public Health Service Reserve 
when serving with the armed forces. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 16, 62 Stat. 624; 
Sept. 27, 1950, ch. 1059, § 1(12), (13), 64 Stat. 1074; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(v), 65 Stat. 87; 
Pub. L. 86–70, § 36, June 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 150; Pub. 
L. 86–624, § 39, July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 422; Pub. L. 
92–129, title I, § 101(a)(34), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 
353; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 515(g)(3)(B), 
Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3236.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in introductory provisions, 

was in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act 

June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified 

principally to this chapter. For complete classification 

of title I to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 466 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘Navy 

Reserve’’ for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’. 

1971—Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 92–129 inserted ‘‘bona 

fide’’ before ‘‘vocation’’. 

1960—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 86–624 struck out ‘‘Hawaii,’’ 

before ‘‘Puerto Rico’’. 

1959—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 86–70 struck out ‘‘Alaska,’’ 

after ‘‘District of Columbia,’’. 

1951—Subsec. (b). Act June 19, 1951, brought ‘‘Guam’’ 

within definition of ‘‘United States’’. 

1950—Subsec. (c). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(12), struck out 

‘‘and’’ after ‘‘Corps’’ and inserted ‘‘, and the Coast 

Guard’’ before the period. 

Subsec. (i). Act Sept. 27, 1950, § 1(13), struck out ‘‘and’’ 

after ‘‘Naval Reserve’’ and ‘‘, the Coast Guard Reserve’’ 

after ‘‘foregoing’’ and inserted ‘‘and the Coast Guard 

Reserve’’ after ‘‘Marine Corps Reserve’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

Coast Guard transferred to Department of Transpor-

tation, and functions, powers, and duties relating to 

Coast Guard of Secretary of the Treasury and of all 

other officers and offices of Department of the Treas-

ury transferred to Secretary of Transportation by Pub. 

L. 89–670, § 6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938. Section 

6(b)(2) of Pub. L. 89–670, however, provided that not-

withstanding such transfer of functions, Coast Guard 

shall operate as part of Navy in time of war or when 

President directs as provided in former section 3 (now 

103) of Title 14, Coast Guard. 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Treasury, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Treasury with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out 

in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. Functions of Coast Guard, and Com-

mandant of Coast Guard, excepted from transfer when 

Coast Guard is operating as part of Navy under former 

sections 1 and 3 (now 101 and 103) of Title 14, Coast 

Guard. 

Functions of Public Health Service, Surgeon General 

of Public Health Service, and all other officers and em-

ployees of Public Health Service, and functions of all 

agencies of or in Public Health Service transferred to 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare by Reorg. 

Plan No. 3 of 1966, eff. June 25, 1966, 31 F.R. 8855, 80 Stat. 

1610, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. Secretary of Health, Edu-

cation, and Welfare redesignated Secretary of Health 

and Human Services by section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-

cation. 

§ 3815. Repeals; appropriations; termination date 

(a) Except as provided in this chapter all laws 
or any parts of laws in conflict with the provi-
sions of the chapter are repealed to the extent of 
such conflict. 

(b) There are authorized to be appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this chapter. All 
funds appropriated for the administrative ex-
penses of the National Security Training Com-
mission shall be appropriated directly to the 
Commission and all funds appropriated to pay 
the expenses of training carried out by the mili-
tary departments designated by the Commission 
shall be appropriated directly to the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provisions of 
this chapter, no person shall be inducted for 
training and service in the Armed Forces after 
July 1, 1973, except persons now or hereafter de-
ferred under section 3806 of this chapter after 
the basis for such deferment ceases to exist. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 17, 62 Stat. 625; 
June 23, 1950, ch. 351, 64 Stat. 254; June 30, 1950, 
ch. 445, § 1, 64 Stat. 318; June 19, 1951, ch. 144, 
title I, § 1(w), 65 Stat. 87; June 30, 1955, ch. 250, 
title I, § 102, 69 Stat. 224; Pub. L. 86–4, § 1, Mar. 23, 
1959, 73 Stat. 13; Pub. L. 88–2, § 1, Mar. 28, 1963, 77 
Stat. 4; Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(12), June 30, 1967, 81 
Stat. 105; Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(35), Sept. 
28, 1971, 85 Stat. 353.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 467 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1971—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 92–129 extended termination 

date from July 1, 1971, to July 1, 1973. 

1967—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 90–40 extended termination 

date from July 1, 1967, to July 1, 1971. 

1963—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 88–2 extended termination 

date from July 1, 1963, to July 1, 1967. 

1959—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 86–4 extended termination 

date from July 1, 1959, to July 1, 1963. 
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1 See Transfer of Functions note below. 

1955—Subsec. (c). Act June 30, 1955, extended termi-

nation date from July 1, 1955, to July 1, 1959. 

1951—Act June 19, 1951, amended section generally to 

provide for repeal of all conflicting laws, to appropriate 

certain funds directly to the Commission, and to pro-

vide for the termination date of July 1, 1955. 

1950—Subsec. (b). Acts June 23, 1950 and June 30, 1950, 

extended period of effectiveness for fifteen days until 

July 9, 1950, and again from July 9, 1950, to July 9, 1951. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1971 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(35), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 

Stat. 353, provided in part that: ‘‘The amendment made 

by the preceding sentence [amending this section] shall 

take effect July 2, 1971.’’ 

TERMINATION OF NATIONAL SECURITY TRAINING 

COMMISSION 

National Security Training Commission expired June 

30, 1957, pursuant to a Presidential letter on Mar. 25, 

1957, following its own recommendation for its termi-

nation. 

§ 3816. Utilization of industry 

(a) Placement of orders; Congressional action: 
notification of committees of certain pro-
posed payment orders, resolution of dis-
approval, continuity of session, computation 
of period; ‘‘small business’’ defined 

Whenever the President after consultation 
with and receiving advice from the National Se-
curity Resources Board 1 determines that it is in 
the interest of the national security for the Gov-
ernment to obtain prompt delivery of any arti-
cles or materials the procurement of which has 
been authorized by the Congress exclusively for 
the use of the armed forces of the United States, 
or for the use of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion,1 he is authorized, through the head of any 
Government agency, to place with any person 
operating a plant, mine, or other facility capa-
ble of producing such articles or materials an 
order for such quantity of such articles or mate-
rials as the President deems appropriate, except 
that no order which requires payments there-
under in excess of $25,000,000 shall be placed with 
any person unless the Committees on Armed 
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives have been notified in writing of 
such proposed order and 60 days of continuous 
session of Congress have expired following the 
date on which such notice was transmitted to 
such Committees and neither House of Congress 
has adopted, within such 60-day period, a resolu-
tion disapproving such order. For purposes of 
the preceding sentence, the continuity of a ses-
sion of Congress is broken only by an adjourn-
ment of the Congress sine die, and the days on 
which either House is not in session because of 
an adjournment of more than 3 days to a day 
certain are excluded in the computation of such 
60-day period. Any person with whom an order is 
placed pursuant to the provisions of this section 
shall be advised that such order is placed pursu-
ant to the provisions of this section. Under any 
such program of national procurement, the 
President shall recognize the valid claim of 
American small business to participate in such 
contracts, in such manufactures, and in such 
distribution of materials, and small business 

shall be granted a fair share of the orders 
placed, exclusively for the use of the armed 
forces or for other Federal agencies now or here-
after designated in this section. For the pur-
poses of this section, a business enterprise shall 
be determined to be ‘‘small business’’ if (1) its 
position in the trade or industry of which it is 
a part is not dominant, (2) the number of its em-
ployees does not exceed 500, and (3) it is inde-
pendently owned and operated. 

(b) Precedence of Government placed orders 

It shall be the duty of any person with whom 
an order is placed pursuant to the provisions of 
subsection (a), (1) to give such order such prece-
dence with respect to all other orders (Govern-
ment or private) theretofore or thereafter placed 
with such person as the President may pre-
scribe, and (2) to fill such order within the pe-
riod of time prescribed by the President or as 
soon thereafter as possible. 

(c) Failure to give precedence; Government pos-
session 

In case any person with whom an order is 
placed pursuant to the provisions of subsection 
(a) refuses or fails— 

(1) to give such order such precedence with 
respect to all other orders (Government or pri-
vate) theretofore or thereafter placed with 
such person as the President may have pre-
scribed; 

(2) to fill such order within the period of 
time prescribed by the President or as soon 
thereafter as possible as determined by the 
President; 

(3) to produce the kind or quality of articles 
or materials ordered; or 

(4) to furnish the quantity, kind, and quality 
of articles or materials ordered at such price 
as shall be negotiated between such person and 
the Government agency concerned; or in the 
event of failure to negotiate a price, to furnish 
the quantity, kind, and quality of articles or 
materials ordered at such price as he may sub-
sequently be determined to be entitled to re-
ceive under subsection (d); 

the President is authorized to take immediate 
possession of any plant, mine, or other facility 
of such person and to operate it, through any 
Government agency, for the production of such 
articles or materials as may be required by the 
Government. 

(d) Payment of compensation by United States 

Fair and just compensation shall be paid by 
the United States (1) for any articles or mate-
rials furnished pursuant to an order placed 
under subsection (a), or (2) as rental for any 
plant, mine, or other facility of which posses-
sion is taken under subsection (c). 

(e) Application of Federal and State laws govern-
ing employees 

Nothing contained in this section shall be 
deemed to render inapplicable to any plant, 
mine, or facility of which possession is taken 
pursuant to subsection (c) any State or Federal 
laws concerning the health, safety, security, or 
employment standards of employees. 

(f) Penalties 

Any person, or any officer of any person as de-
fined in this section, who willfully fails or re-
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fuses to carry out any duty imposed upon him 
by subsection (b) of this section shall be guilty 
of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than 
three years, or by a fine of not more than 
$50,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine. 

(g) ‘‘Person’’ and ‘‘Government agency’’ defined 

(1) As used in this section— 
(A) The term ‘‘person’’ means any individ-

ual, firm, company, association, corporation, 
or other form of business organization. 

(B) The term ‘‘Government agency’’ means 
any department, agency, independent estab-
lishment, or corporation in the Executive 
branch of the United States Government. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, a plant, 
mine, or other facility shall be deemed capable 
of producing any articles or materials if it is 
then producing or furnishing such articles or 
materials or if the President after consultation 
with and receiving advice from the National Se-
curity Resources Board determines that it can 
be readily converted to the production or fur-
nishing of such articles or materials. 

(h) Rules and regulations governing steel indus-
try; mandatory 

The President is empowered, through the Sec-
retary of Defense, to require all producers of 
steel in the United States to make available, to 
individuals, firms, associations, companies, cor-
porations, or organized manufacturing indus-
tries having orders for steel products or steel 
materials required by the armed forces, such 
percentages of the steel production of such pro-
ducers, in equal proportion deemed necessary for 
the expeditious execution of orders for such 
products or materials. Compliance with such re-
quirement shall be obligatory on all such pro-
ducers of steel and such requirement shall take 
precedence over all orders and contracts there-
tofore placed with such producers. If any such 
producer of steel or the responsible head or 
heads thereof refuses to comply with such re-
quirement, the President, through the Secretary 
of Defense, is authorized to take immediate pos-
session of the plant or plants of such producer 
and, through the appropriate branch, bureau, or 
department of the armed forces, to insure com-
pliance with such requirement. Any such pro-
ducer of steel or the responsible head or heads 
thereof refusing to comply with such require-
ment shall be deemed guilty of a felony and 
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by im-
prisonment for not more than three years and a 
fine not exceeding $50,000. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 18, 62 Stat. 625; 
Pub. L. 93–155, title VIII, § 807(d), Nov. 16, 1973, 87 
Stat. 616; Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XIII, 
§ 1303(c), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1669.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 468 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 101–510 struck out ‘‘(1)’’ be-

fore ‘‘The President is empowered’’ and struck out par. 

(2) which read as follows: ‘‘The President shall report 

to the Congress on the final day of each six-month pe-

riod following November 5, 1990, the percentage figure, 

or if such information is not available, the approximate 

percentage figure, of the total steel production in the 

United States required to be made available during 

such period for the execution of orders for steel prod-

ucts and steel materials required by the armed forces, 

if such percentage figure is in excess of 10 per centum.’’ 
1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–155 provided for notifica-

tion of Congressional Committees with respect to cer-

tain proposed payment orders, Congressional resolution 

of disapproval, continuity of Congressional session, and 

computation of period. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

National Security Resources Board, together with Of-

fice of Chairman, abolished by section 6 of Reorg. Plan 

No. 3 of 1953, eff. June 12, 1953, 18 F.R. 3375, 67 Stat. 634, 

set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-

zation and Employees. Functions of Chairman of Na-

tional Security Resources Board under this section, 

with respect to being consulted by and furnishing ad-

vice to President as required by this section, abolished 

by section 5(a) of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1953. Other func-

tions of Chairman transferred to Office of Defense Mo-

bilization by section 2(a) of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1953. 

For subsequent transfers to Office of Emergency Plan-

ning, Office of Emergency Preparedness, President, 

Federal Preparedness Agency, Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency, and Secretary of Homeland Security, 

see notes set out under former section 3042 of this title. 
Atomic Energy Commission abolished and functions 

transferred by sections 5814 and 5841 of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare. See also Transfer of Func-

tions notes set out under those sections. 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 

For delegation of President’s authority under this 

section with respect to placing of orders for prompt de-

livery of articles or materials, see section 102 of Ex. 

Ord. No. 12742, Jan. 8, 1991, 56 F.R. 1079, set out as a 

note under section 82 of this title. 

§ 3817. Savings provision 

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to 
amend any provision of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (61 Stat. 495) [50 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.]. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 19, 62 Stat. 627.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 
The National Security Act of 1947 (61 Stat. 495), re-

ferred to in text, is act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 

495, which is classified principally to chapter 44 (§ 3001 

et seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 469 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

§ 3818. Effective date 

This chapter shall become effective imme-
diately; except that unless the President, or the 
Congress by concurrent resolution, declares a 
national emergency after June 24, 1948, no per-
son shall be inducted or ordered into active serv-
ice without his consent under this chapter with-
in ninety days after June 24, 1948. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 20, 62 Stat. 627; 
Sept. 27, 1950, ch. 1059, § 1(14), 64 Stat. 1074; Aug. 
10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641.) 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 

62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 470 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1956—Act Aug. 10, 1956, repealed provisions requiring 

the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and the Treasury to 

initiate and carry forward intensified voluntary enlist-

ment campaigns for the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine 

Corps, and the Coast Guard. 

1950—Act Sept. 27, 1950, struck out ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘Air 

Force’’ and inserted ‘‘and the Secretary of the Treas-

ury, for the Coast Guard’’ after ‘‘Marine Corps’’. 

§ 3819. Authority of President to order Reserve 
components to active service; release from 
active duty; retention of unit organizations 
and equipment 

Until July 1, 1953, and subject to the limita-
tions imposed by section 2 of the Selective Serv-
ice Act of 1948, as amended,1 the President shall 
be authorized to order into the active military 
or naval service of the United States for a period 
of not to exceed twenty-four consecutive 
months, with or without their consent, any or 
all members and units of any or all Reserve 
components of the Armed Forces of the United 
States and retired personnel of the Regular 
Armed Forces. Unless he is sooner released 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the military department concerned, any member 
of the inactive or volunteer reserve who served 
on active duty for a period of 12 months or more 
in any branch of the Armed Forces between the 
period December 7, 1941, and September 2, 1945, 
inclusive, who is now or may hereafter be or-
dered to active duty pursuant to this section, 
shall upon completion of 17 or more months of 
active duty since June 25, 1950, if he makes ap-
plication therefor to the Secretary of the branch 
of service in which he is serving, be released 
from active duty and shall not thereafter be or-
dered to active duty for periods in excess of 30 
days without his consent except in time of war 
or national emergency hereafter declared by the 
Congress: Provided, That the foregoing shall not 
apply to any member of the inactive or volun-
teer reserve ordered to active duty whose rating 
or specialty is found by the Secretary of the 
military department concerned to be critical 
and whose release to inactive duty prior to the 
period for which he was ordered to active duty 
would impair the efficiency of the military de-
partment concerned. 

The President may retain the unit organiza-
tions and the equipment thereof, exclusive of 
the individual members thereof, in the active 
Federal service for a total period of five con-
secutive years, and upon being relieved by the 
appropriate Secretary from active Federal serv-
ice, National Guard, or Air National Guard 
units, shall, insofar as practicable, be returned 

to their National Guard or Air National Guard 
status in their respective States, Territories, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, with 
pertinent records, colors, histories, trophies, 
and other historical impedimenta. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 21, as added June 
30, 1950, ch. 445, § 2, 64 Stat. 318; amended June 19, 
1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(x), 65 Stat. 87; July 7, 
1952, ch. 584, § 1, 66 Stat. 440.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2 of the Selective Service Act of 1948, referred 

to in text, is section 2 of act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title 

I, 62 Stat. 605, now known as the Military Selective 

Service Act, which was classified to former section 452 

of the former Appendix to this title prior to repeal by 

act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641, and omis-

sion in the editorial reclassification of title I of act 

June 24, 1948, ch. 625, as this chapter. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 471 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1952—Act July 7, 1952, authorized the President to re-

tain unit organizations and their equipment, exclusive 

of individual members, for a period of five years. 

1951—Act June 19, 1951, substituted ‘‘July 1, 1953’’ for 

‘‘July 9, 1951’’, ‘‘twenty-four months’’ for ‘‘twenty-one 

months’’, and inserted last sentence. 

EX. ORD. NO. 10271. DELEGATION OF PRESIDENT’S 

AUTHORITY 

Ex. Ord. No. 10271, July 7, 1951, 16 F.R. 6661, as amend-

ed by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 80, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 10631, 

provided: 

There is hereby delegated to the Secretary of Defense 

the authority vested in the President by section 21 of 

the Universal Military Training and Service Act (64 

Stat. 318), as amended by the 1951 Amendments to the 

Universal Military Training and Service Act (65 Stat. 

87; Public Law 51, 82d Congress) [this section], to order 

into the active military or naval service of the United 

States for a period not to exceed twenty-four months, 

with or without their consent, any or all members and 

units of any or all Reserve components of the Armed 

Forces of the United States and retired personnel of the 

Regular Armed Forces: Provided, that so much of the 

authority of the President under the said section 21, as 

amended [this section], as relates to any Reserve com-

ponent of the United States Coast Guard or to retired 

personnel of the Regular Coast Guard is hereby dele-

gated to the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

The Secretary of Defense is hereby authorized to re-

delegate, subject to such conditions as the Secretary 

may deem appropriate, to the Secretaries of the Army, 

Navy, and Air Force such functions under this order as 

affect their respective services. 

§ 3820. Procedural rights 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the purpose of 
this section to guarantee to each registrant as-
serting a claim before a local or appeal board, a 
fair hearing consistent with the informal and 
expeditious processing which is required by se-
lective service cases. 

(b) Pursuant to such rules and regulations as 
the President may prescribe— 

(1) Each registrant shall be afforded the oppor-
tunity to appear in person before the local or 
any appeal board of the Selective Service Sys-
tem to testify and present evidence regarding 
his status. 
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(2) Subject to reasonable limitations on the 
number of witnesses and the total time allotted 
to each registrant, each registrant shall have 
the right to present witnesses on his behalf be-
fore the local board. 

(3) A quorum of any local board or appeal 
board shall be present during the registrant’s 
personal appearance. 

(4) In the event of a decision adverse to the 
claim of a registrant, the local or appeal board 
making such decision shall, upon request, fur-
nish to such registrant a brief written statement 
of the reasons for its decision. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 22, as added Pub. 
L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(36), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 353.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 471a of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

CHAPTER 50—SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL 
RELIEF 

Sec. 

3901. Short title. 

3902. Purpose. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

3911. Definitions. 

3912. Jurisdiction and applicability of chapter. 

3913. Protection of persons secondarily liable. 

3914. Extension of protections to citizens serving 

with allied forces. 

3915. Notification of benefits. 

3916. Information for members of the Armed 

Forces and their dependents on rights and 

protections of the Servicemembers Civil Re-

lief Act. 

3917. Extension of rights and protections to re-

serves ordered to report for military service 

and to persons ordered to report for induc-

tion. 

3918. Waiver of rights pursuant to written agree-
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certain future financial transactions. 
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guaranteed by the Servicemembers Civil 

Relief Act. 
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TRACTS 
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3958. Enforcement of storage liens. 
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SUBCHAPTER IV—LIFE INSURANCE 
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policies. 
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3976. Deduction of unpaid premiums. 
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SUBCHAPTER V—TAXES AND PUBLIC LANDS 

3991. Taxes respecting personal property, money, 

credits, and real property. 

3992. Rights in public lands. 

3993. Desert-land entries. 

3994. Mining claims. 

3995. Mineral permits and leases. 

3996. Perfection or defense of rights. 

3997. Distribution of information concerning bene-

fits of subchapter. 

3998. Land rights of servicemembers. 
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4000. Income taxes. 

4001. Residence for tax purposes. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES 

4011. Inappropriate use of chapter. 

4012. Certificates of service; persons reported miss-

ing. 

4013. Interlocutory orders. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—FURTHER RELIEF 

4021. Anticipatory relief. 

4022. Power of attorney. 
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4024. Health insurance reinstatement. 
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CODIFICATION 

The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, comprising this 

chapter, was originally enacted as act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 

888, 54 Stat. 1178, known as the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 

Civil Relief Act of 1940, and amended by acts Oct. 6, 

1942, ch. 581, 56 Stat. 769; July 3, 1944, ch. 397, 58 Stat. 

722; Apr. 3, 1948, ch. 170, 62 Stat. 160; June 23, 1952, ch. 

450, 66 Stat. 151; July 11, 1956, ch. 570, 70 Stat. 528; Pub. 

L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1105; Pub. L. 86–721, Sept. 

8, 1960, 74 Stat. 820; Pub. L. 87–771, Oct. 9, 1962, 76 Stat. 

768; Pub. L. 89–358, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 12; Pub. L. 

92–540, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1074; Pub. L. 102–12, Mar. 18, 

1991, 105 Stat. 34; Pub. L. 104–106, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 

186; Pub. L. 107–107, Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1012; Pub. L. 

107–330, Dec. 6, 2002, 116 Stat. 2820. Sections of the act 

Oct. 17, 1940, are shown herein, however, as having been 

added by Pub. L. 108–189, § 1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2835, 
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